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to die: They, will tl 18 . n 

to "Kt ſus A ld 5 
made it their Buſineſs to — — Free- 

Grace. Seng ing my own Inſuffici- 


ency for {o hed a Work, as to appear to Publick 
View. Fifthly, "Becki of many things that 
might be leſt but in the Printing that was Preactes 
ed, I not Preaching by Notes, cannot remeniber 


the Sermons were Preached; but here you will 
nnd the principal Heads of what I delivered, being 
taken from my Mouth by a Servant af the Lord 
when Preached, I have done my endeavour to 
ſupply what I could that Was wanting, and to 
correct what I ſaw out of Order; but it Can 
be expected ſo well as it would have been, if I 0 
Writ the Sermons I had Preached at length; 
finding the earneſt Deſire of wo of you, to = 
them Printed, and the many Paßt ments you uſed 
to have chem 1 haſtened to b. Pu liſhed,” notwith- 
ſtanding the any Sttuglings I have tad again nt 
the Work; yet the dear Love I bear to you, and 
the earneſt Deſire I have to ſerve you in the Lord, 
hath overcome my Unwillingneſs in this Work, 
having received an account from ſeveral of vou, 
the ſweet Comforts: many of you received when 
you heard them preached, and; have alſo declared 
w much it Soul add to your | Comfort and di- 
tion if they were Printed; I hope through 
Grace, that y will not be difa inted of) out 
Expectation. Pond of you have declared tha the 
3 Was AS Marrow and Fatneſß f of '6 


Souls ; pe that y you will ſuck out ſonie Pirt- 


tual Se che Reading of them. A 
was 


* things which were delivered to you when 
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was. graciouſly, pleaſed to anſwer 2p" Prayers, in 


raiſin me 1 a ſick, Bed, Teach. n cle my 
Sick - Meditations among TO ; I hope, 
through Merey, your longi ire to read them 

will-be ü in warden ng De Comfort you ex- 


pert to Rea our mou! in Reading 8 them. 
hat is hard of Money, at it Anſwers al things 


to the Su ſRtence of the Y, much more 
ſaid of Chriſt to them that 75 Gl, 
anſwers all' their Wants, ſupplies all their Needs: 
He that hath Chriſt wants not, he that hath not 
Chriſt, . Inherits not what he ſeems to have, 
Chtiſt enjoyed in the Soul, makes bitter things 
Sweet, heavy things light; where Chriſt's Pre- 
ſence is, Darkneſs is made Light, and Sorrow turn- 
ed into Gladnefs, How precious are the Enjoy- 
ents of them that have 9 fon Tho 4533 as 
= is! He is the chiefh 1 
Excellent and e 72 welt 18. 
Wt the hid Treaſure of om aud F is in 
him, Col. Jl, 3, ee an ah Knowledge 
haye, ye attained unto, that truly know Chriſt ? ? 
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mortal Sdul What it ſtands in need of; Life, 
Light, Pardon, Peace, Purity, Righteouſneſs, 
Counſel, Comfort, Healing, Deliverance, Grace, 
Glory, all flows to the believing Soul from Chriſt; 
in whom all Fulneſs dwells. The Soul that lives 
Chriſt hath a good Livelihood, John vi. 51. He 
ſhall live well tor ever. It is not an outſide ſhew 
of Religion will be to the Soul what it ſtands 
inneed of, as Redemption, Forgiveneſs, Reconci- 
hation, Sanctification, Conſolation, Salvation. 
Chriſt is the Believers ſafe Sanctuary in all their 

Froubles and Temptation, 1/a. viii. 14. 955 
In this ſmall following Treatiſe, I hope you find 
ſome Diſcourſes of the fulneſs of Jefus. Chriſt, 


and the emptineſs of the Creature; for that is m 


Deſire in all my Labours among you, to get an 
Eſteem in your Hearts for Chriſt above all othe 

things, and that the Name of our Lord Jeſu: 

may be Glorified in you, and ye in him: I hope 
F need not doubt of your acceptance of thoſe plain 
tollowing Truths, I do not think you will refuf 

it for its plain Dreſs, . but rather Embrace it. 
tbr I know, as for the moſt part of you, that 
you had rather have Chriſt plainly Preach d, than 
ſuch Diſcourſes that are bedeck d with Rhetorick, 
or painted over with curious Words of Art. I. 
may expect it will not be free from the Slight- 
ing Scorn, and Contempt of many, that are ready 
to undervalue every thing but what they do 
themſelves, and do find fault with that they cannot 
Mend. But I have learned not to value any of 
their, .Undervaluings : For if a thouſand to one 
flight it, yet if one in a thouſand good in 
their Souls by it, I ſhall bleſs Gpd that ever it 
was. printed; what Evil Report ſoever I may 
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the Works fake; I hope I ſhalt not value the 
Frowns of Men, as one well faith, Better” to 


loſe the ſmiles of Men, than to- loſe the Soats of 
r fp 44 1 FA ſure without Chriſt be our” 


| Life, we are poor and undone dead Sinners. 


know I have . Enemies, who have throughr 
their Envy and Malice raiſed many falfe Reports 
of me : But I defire to be an Enemy. to none, 
but thoſe that are im T_T 
in Doctrine and in Praftice; but tho” 4 — 

Enemies, yet I freely pray for them. But I can- 
not expect to fare better than thoſe that have a- 


 bundantly excelled in Grace and Knowledge, that 


were both burning and ſhining Lights, whoſe 
Works praiſe them in thy Gate, and their Sweet 
Savour in Chriſt made known to Saints and Sinners; 
many Hundreds I believe, have cauſe to Bleſs God 


chat either heard them Preach᷑ d, ox have Read their 


Works: And yet how are theſe Men railed 
as not e Ace live, and their Works to be Burnt 
chun common Hangman, as one with more Zeal 
Knowledge declared: Becauſe Men have not 
ved that a maar of Kno Experience 
thoſe Men, them as Ignoran t un- 
learned — Books not ſaſe for any to Read. 
Do not theſe Men go in the Dark, 3.4 
cauſe their Brethren have received more Light than 
they? Perſons are grown to ſuch a fond Conceit of 


themſelves and their own Opinion, they;will not 


hearken-to Goſpel-Experiences; they wilt not ſo 
much as try thoſe Truths they revile by the Sctip- 
ture, but proceed with Lies and Slanders againſt 
thoſe good Men, though they never 1 their Per- 
ſans, nor Read their Books. I am pe if 
theſe” Perſons had Knowledge of thoſe * Perfons and 


Truths they — r the Lord were Ow 
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to reveal himſelf to them, had they a Taſte and. 
Sight of the Lord Jeſus, who reveals himſelf how 
and to whom he pleaſeth, inſtead. of biting and de- 
vouring them, and ſpending their time to raiſe Exil 
Reports of them, they would enquire ſter the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, as the Daughters of Feru/a- 
lem did of the Spouſe ; Hhether is thy beloved gone, 
that we may fe him ith thee, Cant. vi. Is If Chri- $ 
itians would ſpend their time in, enquiring after, - 
Chriſt, and receiving and imparting. their Exper 
rjences to each other, as they ſpend in Contenti-, 
ons, and taking up, and carrying abgut Evil Re-,. 
ports of them that excel themſelves in Godlineſs, 
they would find more Peace and Comfort to their 
own Souls, and bring more Glory to God, bring; 
more Souls to Chriſt, and would be a Means for, 
the Beauty of Holineſs, and Power of Godlineſs to 
ſhine with greater Luſtre to the World, _ 
This is my Comfort , whatever Mens 


Tho hts or 828 or * 1 

f theſe my poor Labours, I can truly ſay, I ſee 
not my A but the exaltis of Jeſus Chyiſ and 
his Truths and Kingdom in the? orld., InSingle- 


neſs of Heart I have imparted Truth to you, as I. 
learned them in Jeſus: I had rather have the 
Scorn of Men for the Plainneſs of Truth, than you 
ſhould have plain Truths hid from you, If Iam, 
the Object of Worldlings Scorn, ſo Chriſt be the, 
Object of your Faith, therein I ſhall-rejoics. _ 

Behold; as J have granted your Requeſt in 
Printing my. unworthy Labours, which were done 
chiefly at your Requeſt, and for your ſake; I pray. 

rant me ſome few Requeſts, which I beg of you. 
2 Chriſt's fake. a 5 
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to you. 


Secondly, 
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or hear. Fourthly, That 81. would ftu 
to. love. Chriſt more, let ks Glory be 1 Fal 
of your Actions; you never ſeek your own In- 
tereſt Fer than when you ſeek Chriſt's above 
all: Vour . 2 appears when Chriſt 
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and Spirit, to have daily Supplies and Waterings 
from him, that you may continually Live on 
him, Pſal, cxix, 32. He prays for Heart-enlarge- 
ment to run, the way of God's Commandments, 
Pal. exix. 173. Let thy Hau help me, for 1 
have choſen thy Precepts : We have need of con- 
tinual Supplies of Grace: If you be never ſo well 
furniſhed with Divine Grace, it. will not be in, 
Exerciſe without freſh anointing, and freſh Gales. 
of the Spirit, Cant. iv. 16. Atvake, O North 
Wind, and come thou South, blew upon. my Garden, 
that the Sites * 2 may flow out; 2 Be- 
loved tome inte biz Garden, and eat his. 2 
Fruits. Ordinances are hut Mediums and. Chanets . 
of Grace; we had need to look to Chriſt to fill 
them with Divine and Spiritual Bleſſings. It is 
not a Sanctuary of Ordinances will do our Souls 
Sood, it is the Power, and Glory, and Goin 
of God in it, is the Liſe of the Soul: It is the 
: Drops of the pars. Rivers of Life above, drop- 
ing upon the refreſhes it in Ordinances. 
lance, Are dry and empty things, if the Lord 
e. Spirit doth net Breath upon the 
dart. 0 DO deh te own at the Feet of Chrift, 
and look up to him in all, above all, for all, 
- caſting outſelves and Burthens upon him, that 
we may, de ſupportec under all our Cares, and 
Fears, and Temptations, and be relieved in all 
Wants and ns. Do all through the. In- 
© Auence of that Spirit that comes down from the 
ow . with be. Paul, you may live, yet not 
. Paul owned his Life was bound 
Mu in. Gal. ii. 20. Ive, get net. 4 . but 
+ - Chrift ruet r.. 
Sithly, The Sixth * is, That yout Con- 
 verſations Wonly az becomes the Gaga WM 


not the Doctrine of Free- Grace de abufed 5 
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your unholy Converſation; ſee —4 be not of 
the Nuinber of thoſs- Atheiſts, that ny, Let us 
Sin, that Grace may abound: Let the Enemies of 


the Dodcine- of Free-Grace reproach the Doc 


wine; and the Chriſtians 2 it at their 
Pleaſure; I am ſure there ate none that tre ac-- 
quainted with the Free Gtace of God, can Tivea } 
looſe. Liſe z neither were any that Taugt. 


that Doctrine feelingly, or learned it truly, AY 


known 'to be Wicked. Perſons. The Grace 
of Gad Teacheth+»us to deny Ungodlineſs and 
Worklly Lifts. - Indeed the Notions of Free- 


Grace may leave Perſons with unſanRified Hearts 
and Lives, but-the trae Knowledge of it leaves ſo 


ſweet a Savour upon the Heart, that the Sou can 
not willingly Embrace Dunghil Luſts. When 
the Soul knows the whole of his Salvation is f 
Free- Grace, that Soul is drawn forth to Love, 

Admire, ——— and Praiſe God, who- hath. 
done ſuch great things ſor uw © | 
Let me you; let not the Glorious Gok 4 
pel ſuffer Reproaeh by your uneven Converſati- 
on, You: know, you that profeſs the Truth, 


Truths of Chriſt have many Enemies, You hatl- 
need pray earneſtly to be led in a- plaim Path, be- 
— You have given up 
your ſelves to the Lord in your External Dedica- | 
tion, ſee that it 


| cording to God; 1 Pet. iv. G. That God; you have | 
Keen your ſolves up to, it un Ho God, the Lord 
efus that Redeemed your, is the lone gk | 


cauſe of all your 


"appear ini your Converſation. 
Man is zar S ac | 


NE leads the Child of God is 
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nb Fee the Lord. Then let me preyail in my 
Requeſt, Pra — Holy Lives, let 2 — 1A 
tation be as Goſpel only, aber 

matter 8 ſay of 2 you will have — 
in yqur Own P/. exix. 165. Greet 
£4 bave they which Love thy Law, and nothing 
all offend » them, It is better to be Holy, than 
to de thought Ene matter if you are out- 
wardly black ou are inwardly Beautiful. | 
cbs ing Walk in Love, — the Lord 
| Eire whofe Love oyercame all your Infirmities. 
ve brought him out of his Fa ther's Baſom 
Love cauſed him to be born in a low Condition, 
do bear our Sorrows and Grief; he taught Love, he 
Practiſed Love, he died for Love, he left Pledges 
of his Love to Comfort his Spouſe - in his Ab- 
ſence, and will ſhortly come and d fetch all his Re- 
deemed home to Glory to have their fill of Love. 
Be ye thergfore — of God as dear Children, 
wall in Love, as Chryft - alſa bath loved 

xs, and given himſelf for us an Offering and a Sa- 
erifice to God for a fweet-ſmelling Savour, Eph. v. 

I, 2. Theſe will demonſtrate that you are Chriſt's 
Difeiples, John xiii. 35. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſpake theſe Words a before his Death, that 
| they might be of the — — and make the 
more Impreſſion upori the Souls of his Diſciples ; 
2s it he ſhould ſay, Remember my dying Love, 
2 let it live in your Boſoms as a Precept and 
e to loye one another. And this is a cer- 
Character of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, When 
oye Chrift's Diſciples for Chriſt's ſake, not 
= the ſame, Mind in our Judg- 
we are Chriſt's Diſciples, and 
then you may ; aflure your 
pes Grounds, your __ 
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will not be reſtrained. only to each other, ths 
Walk in Church-felowſhip, but to all Saints 
Saints, of what Denomination ſoever they 
— which is much wanted in this 
live id. It is — 2 — 
themſclves- more by 


ſhould ove'as they are Cline does — 
and in their way to Heaven, and all that are i 
that way have Union with Chriſt, and are 
Members of one Glorious Head, therefore we 
to love one another; w ſhould Brethren. 
fall out by the way? Nothing th more mani- 
feſt that Power of Godlineſs is in a People; than 
when dove for Saintſhip rather rub gin for 


Judgment. If we Read the 13th Chapter of the 


Corinthians, the Apoſtle gives the True Charat - 
ters of Love. Tbe firſt Deſcription of it is, That 
it ſuffereth long, that is, Not haſty t take Re- 
venge on them that offend him, nor raſſi in 1 
preſſions to threaten! — Second I 

kind, ready to do any good "Thirdly, En: 
vieth not, is not troubled at the Projperity-of 
others, however it go with himſelf, 

Vaunteth. not it ſelf, doth not ambitiouſly 
— _ * — 8 ay þ "hin 
Fiſthly, Not p not ith Con- 
ceits of himſelf. Say, — Hop: 


ourthly, 


himſelf unſeemly, would not do any ing lag. 


Action, nor behave hiniſelf in an unſeeming Man 
ner. Seventhly, Seeketh not his own, hath not 
an to his wn Profit, as to male it 3 77 — 


Goc s Glory —_ — the 
Zion, morethan Carnal Inter 


euſily provoked; though 2 
ver not ene by tl 
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b ay To 


much te be Iamented: Palion ſo governs ſome; 
— — were ſet on Fire from Hell. 
e Thinketch no Evil; he would do 


vil $9 none, nor readily take up Evil of another, 
—_—_ uncharitable Thoughts of him; be will 


be, rxady to — his Brother raſhly u 
e Report. not in Ini - 
A he.doth —— —— others. 
„He rejoiceth in the T'ruth 3 he rejoi · 
— that Truth proſpereth, and that an Innocent 
—— Righteouſneſs is cleared up. The Apoſtle 
up the Marks. of it, it is ev 
— it — all things belia veth 
—.— ings; he beareth all hing, 

1 be believeth all things 
good of his Brother, n 
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Kr many that account themſelves to have 


1 Beſecch you, dearly 
din the Lord, — Love, for. God 
. is Love: Tobe a loving Saint, — liv 
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families ; we can — 4 Ind: Aſſemblies 
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tue Week to their Family. How can it 
Souls? They 


The Church — in a Family, and is upheld gl 


be not 
Decay. We cannot expect that 
in Godlineſs, where Publick Prayer is neglected. 
What Praying Perſons might ſome Children or 
Ser vants have been, * vanes deen called to; that 


der their ' Governments! Methinks, if Perſons 
love their own Souls, it ſhould cauſe them to love 
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l 
ſelves, it is to 


that un ſavoury Spirits 2 got 
that keep all to t 
be feared have got little to themſelves; the 
Man brings ſorth good Treaſure; New and 
Let me intreat you, dear Chriſtians, 'whatſoever 
Station (you are in, whether Parents or Maſters, 
whether Children or Servants, that you do not 


neglect private Prayer twice in the Day at leaft; 


if you have Opportunity to Pray oſtner do not 


flip ſuch- fair- Seaſons. If you. private . 
Prayer, do not expect to thrive in G ; God: 
ves his Alms at Wiſdoms Gate : And let me. 
eech you that are Parents or Governors, keep 
up Publick Prayer in your Families,. — to it, 
that you are not numbred among the. curſed Fa- 


milies, that call · not upon the Name of the Lord. 


The private- Houſe is the Chriſtian's | Chappel of 
eaſe, to Worſhi e 


the Piety of private Families. If tho Nurſery 
92 ed, the Orchard muſt needs in time 


to thrive 


Duty by Parents or Maſters, when. they were un- 


and pity the Souls about them. It would be a great 


Cruelty in Parents, to ſpend. all they get upon 


de Mother d 8 not 
if it hould forfake the Rreaſt a whole Child) I 
. 


chink thy Soul *5 not right, EEE 
Fa 
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S 
ne that you got 

7 af cheir Salyation : Should, not you be 
wig thay Bowl Fd the way to Heaven as 
es 2) Tlex hayecas resin Souls 

as you, Wii if yau_ bays 
nigh th Bod, will yen deal ſo vokengly. 
No re Cri tes een 
dig parts, 

or Baſhfülneft mabs ——— d to this Duty 


1 mn It — der Js you Wedkngs in: Parts will 


era Heer ptance * 

Goa? nor will it prevent — — your F 
mily 3 God looks at the Uprigbtneſs of — 
Hearts, not at the Excellency of your Expreffionsg 
but if you would Study your own and Families 
Souls wants, you would as; well Kn how-to go 
{about this Duty, as you land w in their Neeeflities 
in chel Word? h6w: to go about your worldly 
Buſiteſs to maimtain them, and ſupply: their gut- 
ward Wants And as for Baſbfulnes;” if your 
Children wer Periſhing ſor: Bread you would put 
on ito. Beg with: x bemy; > rather than let 
. -them Perith 3- hoW nuch more — du plit on 
I 459 With Childrens aud 
18er van 1 mente beg 
- Grace — '= ever' you would ha@gipur Ha- 
- mily thrive under the Pablick MioiBry,- ts ever 
you would have them in their Duty $0oward God 
and yourſelves, as you would have Obedient Chil- 


den and Faithful — as ever 401. _ 
| Nye ypur Children and Servants 
| | 1 * wicked, World, is ever you. Ar 


ere their Maſters or Parents in a 


52 Hourg| 1 Conſtan e rayer 
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Niathly, mg] Intreat 92 77 volt i ri 
for Truths the w of, t, be 

moſt under vag No fel got their 

the Truths of Chriſt ducky, your Aﬀe 
enquire not who. is on. yo We 
it up, as the Phariſees did; Have a 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


1 * foregoing Epiſtle of my reſpected 
Friend hath given an Account of the Au- 
thor and his Performances of this Underta- 
king, the Author himſelf declaring the Cauſes and 
Occaſions of the Publication thereof; that which 
remaineth to me is to commend the diligent At- 
tendance on the Duty here exhorted unto, Li- 
ving upon Chrift by Faith; and becauſe a fixed View 
of Chriſt, as he is revealed in the Scriptures, is 
an inſtituted Means whereby in and through him 
there is conveyed unto us St h and Ability 
to live unto him as we ought, I ſhall therefore 
only ſhew the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of Li- 
ving to him; as it is an Argument that may in- 
duce us to live upon him, who is the Fountain in 
and through whom all Ability is conveyed unto us 
by the Grace of God, whereby we may comforta- 
bly walk with God, and live unto his Praiſe, and 
our own Peace. All I have to ſay on this Account 
therefore may be reduced to theſe Three Heads. 

I. The Reaſdnableneſs. And 2. The N 
of Chriſtians living to Jeſus Chriſt. And 3. The 
grievous Neglect hereof in the Times wherein we 
live, endangering our Ruin unleſs we repent and 
reform, | iN art? 

Firft, As to the firſt Obſervation, That it is 
moſt reaſonable to live unto Chriſt, this doth - 
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Hereby appear, in that whatſoever it is that is 
meant by living to Chriſt, whatſoever is included 
and compriſed in it, or can be underſtood by it, 
the Lord Jeſus is every way worthy of it ; it is all 
His due, and no more than our reaſonable Service; 
and this will further appear by an Induction of 
theſe Three Particular Properties, and moſt emi- 
nent Inſtances of this living to Chriſt, Hirt, As 
It is an Act of Divine Honour and Homage that is 
paid unto Chriſt by living to him ; this he is wor- 

God. Secondly, As it is an Expreſ- 
Non of the greateſt Love to live to him; this he is 
worthy of, who died for us while we were Sinners, 


Thirdly, As it conſiſts in a. Reſignation of our 


Selves to the Will and Diſpoſal of Chriſt, by li- 
ving to him; this. is moſt reaſonable alſo becauſe 
he hath redeemed us to himſelf; we are his, and 
not our own. a 
Nr then, As it is an Act of Divine Honour 
and Homage that is paid unto Chriſt by living to 
him, to devote our ſelves to the Lord, he is wor- 
thy of the ſame, in whom the Fulneſs of the God- 
Head dwelleth bodily, Col. 2. 9. To make any 
Thing the Object of Divine Honour but God alone, 
is Idolatry: the higheſt Love, Fear, Reverence, 


Truſt and Obedience that our Natures are capable 


of performing, is the Homage that is peculiarly 
due unto God. as he is the Author of our Being ; 
the Difference between the Reſpect we owe to God, 
and what we are allowed to ſhew unto Creatures, 
is ſtated in this Law, that requireth us to Love the 
Lord our God with all our Heart, our Might and 
Strength, Deut. 6. 5. And our Neighbour as our 
Selves, Mark 12. 30, 31. But the Glory and 
Homage which is peculiarly due unto God, he 
will not give unto another. 1/a. 42. 8. & 48. 155 
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For what elſe do we, by performing Divine Honour 
to any, but own and acknowledge ſuch to be God ? 
Unto whom we thereby aſcribe Divine Excellen- 
cies, with reſpect whereunto, we yield that pecu- 
liar Reverence which is due to God alone as ſuch. 
And ſeeing he dwelleth in the Light which none 
can approach unto, 1 Tim. 6. 16. is infinite, inyi- 
ſible and incomprehenſible in his Being, it hath 
pleaſed God to condeſcend to give forth ſuch a Re- 
preſentation of himſelf, and ſuch evident diſcove- 
ries of his Divine Excellencies, as might be a meet 
Object of Divine Honour, and worthy to receive 
the Homage due from Creatures unto their Creator. 
This was the Shekinah, or Divine Preſence of old, 
evidencing it ſelf by Divine Operations. Hence 
Jacob faith of it, Gen. 28. 16,-17. Surely the Lord 
is in this Place and I knew it not, and be was 
- ar and he ſaid, How dreadful is this Place? 
's is none other but the Houſe of God, an this is 
the Gate of Heaven. The Eyyptians ſaid of the 
Plague of Lice, Exed. 8. 19. I hat it was the Fin- 
ger of God. This Divine Prefence in the burning 
Buſh obliged Moſes to pull off his Shoes, Exod. 

5. and Foſhna to the like Act of Reverence, 7b 
5. 14, 15. Unto the Lord as Prince of the Lords 
Hoſt ; unto this Glory of God, as diſcovering it 
ſelf at the Door of the "Tabernacle in a Cloud, 
Exod. 33. 10. The People bowed their Heads and 
Morſbipped. This Divine Preſence of God dwell- 
ing between the Cherubims, and filling the Tem- 
ple, 1 Kings 8. 10, 11, 12, 13, 27, 28, 29, 
o. obliged Jſrael to Worſhip towards that Hol 
lace, there being diſcovered the Tekmeria, or 

evident Marks of the Divine Glory ; and to 

the ſame Reſpect to any other Place, or to 
Place now God is =_ there, is Idolatry, Deut. 
2 36, 
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16. 5, 6. & 12. 13, 14. 1 Kings 12. 28, 29, 
77. Now proporcionably unto that Degree and 
Meaſure of the Diſcovery which God is pleaſed 
to make of himſelf to his Church, as to the Obſcu- 
rity or Clearneſs of it, ſuch is the Glory or Defect 
of theſe Diſpenſations, 2 Cor. 3. 9, 10, 11, 14, 
18. Heb. 1. 1. In this reſpect therefore it is that 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is ſo far excelling 
the Glory of all former Times, in that by the In- 
carnation and Exhibition of Jeſus Chriſt God is 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16. is moſt clear- 
ly, fully and loriouſly revealed in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, * No 12 bath ſeen God at any Time, but 
the only begotten Son, that dwelleth in the Boſom o 
the Father, he hath declared him, John 1. 1 
He was declared to be the Son 0 3. God — . 
2 the Re ſurrection 1 the Dead, Rom. 
od who at ſundry Times and in divers , Babes 
42 De unto our Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe 
Days N unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
75 ir of 4 all Things, by whom alſo he made 
IL Nori, being the Brightneſs of his Glo 
ood the Character or expreſs Image of his jar 
and upholding all Things by the Ward of his Power ; 
when he had by himſe 74 kel. our Sins, ſat down on 
= K Hand of the Majeſiy on high, Heb. 1. 1, 
Who Thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
Gd Phil. 2. 6. Seeing it pleaſed the Father that 
in bin ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. All 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge being hid in 
bim, Col. 2. 3. And the Infinite, Eternal, Un- 
thangeable Excellencies of God in his Counſel of 
Peace, bis Lave, Grace and Mercy to leſt Sinners, 
being "OO by him, and 9 in him, 


1 John 3. 1 John 4. 8, 9, 10. By bim is 
Glory AN to God in the higheſt, on Earth 
Peace, 


nc CO4E 44> kd wen Bs ._ 


JJ T 


yg, 


MB KK 1 & FAO a .7.O2 


&Q „00 — — 2 0 


To the Reader. 


Peace, and Good-will towards Men, Luke 2. 14. 
Hence it is that all Idolatry is now more inexcu- 
/a le than ever, Men being not now left to grope 
in the Dark, ſince Chriſt is come a Light into the 
World, John 3. 19. John 15. 22, 24. Ads 
17.30, 31: ne 
So that we may conclude, as this living to him 
is an Act of Divine Honour, That he is worthy of 
it, and we may ſay, Rev. 1. 5. Unto him that l- 
ved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his own 
Blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 
God and his Father, to him be Glory and Dominion 


for ever and ever, Amen. And Rev. 5. 12. Vor- 


thy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Power, 
and Wiſdom, and Riches, and Strength, and He 
nur, and Glry, and Bleſſmg. John 5. 23. That 
all Men ſhould honour the Son even as they honour 
the Father. 

Secondly, Another Reſpect, on the Account 
whereof this Living to Chriſt here preſſed appear- 
eth reaſonable, is, as it is an Expreſſion of the 
greateſt Love and higheſt Eſteem of him to whom 
we live, and this he is moſt 7 the being in- , 
comparably lovely in himſelf, and having loved us 
with an Infinite and Everlaſting Love ; who hath 
died for us while we were Enemies and Sinners, 
and waſhed us from pur Sins in his Blood. And, 

Thirdly, As this living to Chriſt is a Reſignation 
of our ſelves unto the Diſpoſal of another: He is 
moſt worthy of it, who hath redeemed us with the 
Price of his precious Blood; therefore ought we to 
Honour him with our Lives, ſeeing we are not our 
own, but his purchaſed People. So that to live to 
Chriſt in the conſtant Performance of Divine Ho- 
nour to him in the higheſt Expreffions of the 
greateſt Love unto him, and in the fulleſt Reſig- 
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nation of our ſelves unto this Jeſus our dear Re- 
deemer is entirely his due, and no more than our 

reaſonable Service. | 
| Secondly, As it is in reaſon due to Chriſt, ſo it 
is moſt neceſſary for us. This being the Fruit 
God expects at our Hands for this great Coſt he 
hath been put unto for our Redemption from 
Wrath to come. 2 Tit. 14. Chrift gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
Good Mortis. Rom. 14. 8, 9. To this end Chriſt 
both died, and roſe, and revived, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead.and living, Therefore faith 
the Apoſtle, None of us liveth to e but whe- 
ther we live, we live to the Lord, and whether we 
die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live there- 
fore or die, we are the Lords. The like we have 
in the Text whereon the following Diſcourſe is 
raiſed, Phil. 1. 20. & 21. His earneſt expectation 
and hope was, that rg 2 ſhould be magnified in 
his Body, whether it be by Life or by Death; for, 
ſaith he, to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain 
that is, faith Piſcator in Loc. Vita mea eft occupata 
in promovenda Gloria Chriſti, my Life is employed 
in promoting the Glory of Chriſt, Indeed the 
Syriack, Eraſmus, Beza, and others render this 
21ſt Verſe otherwiſe ; yet all allow this matter to 
be thus ſtated in the Verſe before it; nay, the 
whole current of Scripture manifeſteth this to be 
the great Teſtimony of Gratitude for our Re- 
demption that God expecteth at our Hands. 
x Pet. 2. 9. But ye are a choſen Generation, 4 
Royal Prieſthood, an haly Nation, a peculiar Peo- 
ple, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of him 
who hath called you out 0 eng into his marvel- 
leus Light, Luke 1. 74, 75. That being delivered 
out 
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out of the hands þ 4 our Enemies, we might ſerve him. 
without fear in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him 
all the days of our Life. This therefore being the 
great thing that is required, it is that for which 
we {ſhall be called to a ſtrit account before the 
Tribunal and Judgment-Seat of Chriſt at laſt, and 
therefore is moſt neceſſary to be faithfully performed 
now, that we may give up our Accounts with joy 
at that day. 

Thirdly, But notwithſtanding this living to 
Chriſt is ſo maniſeſtly his due, and ſo indiſpenſabl 
neceſſary a Duty incumbent on us, yet it is mo 
generally neglected by the moſt of thoſe very people 
who are called Chriſtians, as the open Profaneneſs 
that hath overſpread the Nation, and the Cove- 
touſneſs, Unfruitfulneſs, Formality and Decay of 
firſt Love to Chriſt in the generality of thoſe of 
the ſtricteſt Profeſſion of Religion in the Land, 
doth too apparently manifeſt: And to that degree 
hath all Fleſh corrupted its 1. us, that 
without a ſpeedy and general Repentance and Re- 
formation we muſt expect a ſpeedy and general De- 
ſolation to befall the Nation; for God is the ſame 
holy, ſin-avenging God that ever he was, when 
he deſtroyed the World with a Flood, Sodom and 
Gomorrah with Fire from Heaven, and is no Re- 
ſpecter of Perſons, but will cauſe Judgment to be- 
gin at his own Houſe, 1 Pet. 4. 17. Am. 3. 2. 
Ezek. . 6. and therefore deſtroyed Gil, Jeruſa- 
lem, and the Churches of Aſia, &c. for their un- 
fruitfulneſs, /a. 5. 5. Heb. 6. 8. Luke 13. 6. 
Their Covetouſneſs, 1/a. 57. 17. Their loſs of 
firſt Love, Rev. 2. 4, 5. And all theſe things 
are found among Profeſſors, and in the Sins of So- 
dom. What therefore can we expect but what our 
Lord told the Fews, Luke 13. 3. That unleſs we 


repent 


To the Reader, 


repent we ſhall all _— periſh ; for none can de- 
liver us out'of God's Hand, which is ſtretched 
forth againſt us for our Sins; nor is it like to be 
turned back, but encreafed, until we are reformed 
or deſtroyed, I/. 9. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. The 
Lord tells Iſrael for their Stubbornneſs under his 
afflicting Hand, That he would go on and ſet the 
Syrians againſt him beſore, and the Philiſtins be- 
hind him, and that they ſhould devour HVrael 
with open mouth : For all this, ſaith he, his An- 
ger is not turned away, but his hand is ſtretched out 
till; for the people turneth not unto him that ſmiteth 
them, neither do they ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. Ver. 
I4. Therefore the Lord will cut off from Iſrael head 
and tail, branch and root in one day, Lev. 26. 18. 
And if ye will not yet for all: this hearken unto me 
(viz. when afflicted) then will I puniſh you ſeven 
times more for your fins, The like is ſhewed by 
the Parable of the Pot, whoſe Scum goeth not out 
of it, Ezek. 24. He that being often reproved hard- 
neth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that 
without remedy, Prov. 29. 1. Thus was it with 
Eli's Sons, 1 Sam. 2. 25. and with Jrael, 2 Chron. 
36. 16. and thus is it like to be with us unleſs we 
nt. 


Now this fatal Neglect of living to Chriſt hath 


been occaſioned very much by thoſe Diverſions 


that have turned our minds from that fixed View 
of Chriſt which is neceſſary to enable us comforta- 
bly and ſtedfaſtly to live to him and walk before 
him, by being taken up in vain Jangling about the 
leſſer matters of Religion, or filled with the Cares 
and Pleaſures of this preſent evil World. Our 
beſt way therefore to live to Chriſt, is, to get our 
Minds ily fixed on Chriſt ; this will change 
our Hearts into the ſame Image, and enable us 

5 to 
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To the Reader. 


to live unto his Praiſe, and our own Peace. Men 
it pleaſed God, (faith the Apoſtle, Gal. 1. 15, 16, 
17.) to reveal his Son in me, I conferred not with 
Fleſh and Blood. 2 Cor. 3. 18. But we all with 
open face beholding as in a glaſs the Glory of the 
2 are changed into the ſame Image from Glory 
to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 1 John 
3. 2. Beloved, now are we the Sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know 
that ad he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him: 
(And how doth he know we ſhall be like him?) 
Why, ſaith he, we ſhall ſee him as he is: And if 
a clear view of Chriſt in Glory as he is, ſhall tran- 
ſlate us into Glory like unto him, then may an 
open view of him, tho” but as in a Glaſs by Faith, 
change us in a leſſer meaſure into the ſame Image 
in degrees of Grace here, which ſhall be perfected 
by the Beatificial Viſion of him into full Glor 
hereafter. Now it is the great and princi Work 
and Duty of all the Miniſters of the Goſpel to 
preach Chriſt Jeſus, to publiſh and teach the Glo- 
rious Excellency and Riches of the Love and Grace 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt, to the Converſion of Sin- 
ners, and Edification of the People of God ; and 
this ought to be the great Concern of all that hear 
the Word, to hear Ghrif preached by ſuch Work- 
men as need not be aſhamed, that have Wiſdom, 
Skill and Knowledge rightly to divide the Word of 
God ; (for who is ſufficient for theſe things?) To 
conclude, that the enſuing Diſcourſe, or the ſincere 
Endeavours of any that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
— be ſucceſsful to induce others to live to him, 
an 


that by a conſtant fixed view of Chriſt, as he 
is revealed to us in the Goſpel, we may be made 
more like unto him, and more conformed to his 
Will in all things, is the Deſire of. 
Thy Servant in the Service of our Lord Feſus, F. N. 
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Chriſtians Life: 


Phil. 1. 21. For me to live ie Cri. 


ſiderations what were 
Portion of Scripture that 


our Enjoyments i in this World are, without Chriſt 
„ l, in them, and exalted by 10 above them. 


Ps  Confiter, all that we baue done, or 
— Life, we are — hah 


Ons When we come to lic upon a dying þ 


* 
r . ¶ ⅛ ——_ 


HE Lord that billet . 
1 eth. down. to. the. Grave, and 


. 
. irſt, What vain and empty things the Higbeft 


—— — — gu—— — —— — 
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| 4 woe have not lived on Chrift, If we 
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there is no Enumeration of Works or Duties will 
ive Comfort or Satisfaction, if we do not ſavingly 
now Chriſt, 

"Thirdly, To conſider what a poor thing Head- 
notions, Gifts, Parts, Knowledge, and all the 
Learning in the World is, without Chriſt. If a 
Perſon die with his Head filled with the beſt of 
Notions, and be enipty of the Treaſures of Grace 
and true Knowledge'of Chriſt, what a poor miſe- 
rable Wretch will he appear tobe in a dying Hour ! 
Alas, how poor and low a thing is Health, Strength, 
Riches, Parts and Gifts, if we are ignorant of 
Chriſt ? ks 

Fourthly, Conſider what a bleſſed Life they live, 


that live in Chrift, and upon Chrift hat a 


bleſſed Life it is to live to Chriſt! There is no 
Life like it: and that is a Believer's Life. 

Fifthly, Confider, and this hath been much my 
Meditation, How terrible would the Thoughts of 
our Life paſt be when we come to die, ſince our 75 
Actions have been mixt with Sin, were it not for this 
glorious Name, the Lord hath revealed to Sinners, 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs? All the names of God 
would be aſtoniſhing to poor Sinners, were it not 
for this. To know the Lord, a righteous God, 
that would be a terrible Name; | re not into 
Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord : but the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs! poor Sinners Righteouſneſs ! 
this Righteouſneſs is made mine: This makes the 
Thought and Name of Chriſt ſweet to a poor 


- Sinner, 


Sixthly, Conſider there is no dying n 
ve not 

ved to glorify Chriſt, all things we have en- 
l. Wi leave us wretched, poor and miſer | 


Seven 
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Chriſt a Cbriſtian's Lifr. 3 
Seventhly, Con all our Reading, Prayi 
W will 7 5 like withered Leaves, if 
they are not kept green and floariſhing in Chriſt our 

Life. Ss on” 
Eighthly, A rhe Affectiuns of our Life, that are 
good, are all in, and from, and through Chriſt that 
glorious Vine, that bears the Branches, and-cauſeth 
them to be fruitful. | 1822 
In the Verſe before the Text, you find the A- 
poſtle refigning himſelf up wholly to Jeſus Chriſt: 
According to my earneſt Expectation, and my Hope, 
that in nothing I ſhall be 7 but that with 
all Boldneſs, as always, ſo now alſo, Chriſt ſball 
be magnified in my Body, whether it be by Life or 
3 Death. -Saith he, I have refigned up myſel 
a am not afraid of Death, neither am I car 
o ſor this Life. Whatever God will do with me, 
ſol my but glorify him. I am not careful about 
y ill this Bo 30 whether I live longer here, or whether 
f [ lay it down in the Duſt. Paul as it were ſtands 
/? 42 Tip-toe, (faith Mr. Trap) to fee which Way he 
is may glorify Chriſt. I am ready to die; it will 
„ de for my Profit; it will be beft for me to go to 
d Glory. I am ſure it is beſt for me to go Home 
ot to my dear Lord, there to fit with him on the 
d, Throne, and receive the Crown of Immortal Life 
to and Glory: Bur for you it is beft to contitlue 
rd bere. * | 
Let his Name be exalted, and his Glory made 
more known to his Church, however he deal 
with me: I arm not careful in any Thing, neither 
am I aſhamed, but that with all Boldnefs, .as al- 
ways, ſo now alſo ; Chriff ſhall be magnified in my 
Body, whether it be by Life or by Death ; that is 
tl live for, that is it I die for. I would live, 
that T might glorify him; I would die that I may 
D enjoy 
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4 Chriſt a Chriſtian's Life. 
: But which way his Glory may 
be moſt exalted, that way have I refign'd up my- 


enjoy his Glo 


ſelf to the Lord Jeſus to diſpoſe of me which 
Way he pleaſeth, ſo his Name may be magnified 
in Life or Death : I defire nothing more than the 
exalting of Chriſt in all. | 

The Matter contained in the Words of my 


Text, is of as high Concernment, and of as great 


a Conſequence as.the Soul of Man can be taken 
up with; and indeed ſo great, that all Things in 
the World are but Trifles in compariſon to it : 
What was the Sum of the Apoſt/e's Defire and Bu- 


ſineſs of his Life, to ſerve and enjoy the Lord 


Chriſt, ought to be the Buſineſs of every one that 
will be 8 happy: This Life only can 
bring true Peace, Treatures, Pleaſures, Wiſdom, 
Grace, Glory to the Immortal Soul of Man. Whe- 
ther we read the Words actively or paſſively of his 
receiving Life from Chriſt, or acting for Chriſt 
in his Life ; it plainly appears in either Senſe, 
That Chriſt is the Sum and Subſtance of a Chriſti- 
an's Life. If the Apoſtle's Meaning was, That 
Chriſt was Life to him, or that he would live to 
Chriſt ; in either Senſe Chri/t is a Believer's Life, 
Some do expound it efficiently, others objective- 
ly ; I think the Meaning of the Words may not 
be miſplaced, if both be underſtood ; for Chriſt 
is that inexhauſtible Fountain and Treaſury of 


 Gface that a Believer receives his Grace and Ho- 


lineſs from, to act for Chriſt : We cannot move to- 
ward Chriſt but as we are moved by Chriſt ; we 
mnuſt ha ve our Life from Chriſt, before we can live 
to Chriſt ; he is the Fountain from whence the 


S. « 


Believer hath his Life; the Sun trom whence he 
bath his Light and Glory ; the full N of 
. races 


, - 


Chriſt 2 Chriſtian's Life. 5 
Grace from whence a Believer receives a holy. 
Heart and Lite. 

He that is the Image of the Invifible God, re- 
news them by his Grace in that Image ; he purg- 
eth Conſcience with his Blood to ſerve the living 
God the Lord Jeſus ; being formed upon the 
Heart, the Deſires and Delights of the Heart are 
changed, the Bent and Byaſs of the Heart is car- 
ried after Chriſt : It is Chriſt muſt kindle the ho- 
ly Fire upon the Altar of the Heart, before 
the Believer can act from a true Zeal for God. 

So whether the Words be taken disjunctively 
from the Verſe before, That he would magnify 
Chriſt, becauſe be had received his Life and Salva- 
tion from Chriſt : He would magnify the efficient 
Cauſe of his Life, whom he was united to. Or 
whether conjunctively, he would live to glorify 
Chriſt, as he had reſolved in the Verſe before ; 
in either Senſe this is plain, The Apoftle's Heart 
was wrapt uf ip Chriſt more than any Thing in 
this World. | 

There are many precious Truths to be ſuck'd 
out of this blefſed Portion of Scripture : But I 
ſhall only, through God's. Aſſiſtance, draw from 
the Words this Point of Doctrine: | 

That a true Believer defires not Life, nor the 
Things of Life, whatever they are, no further than 
be may glorify and enjoy Chrift in them. 

Or thus, The Aims * End of a Believer in 
Life or Death is to glorify the Lord Feſus Chrift : 
Or, Chriſt is a Chriſtian's Life. To 2 

I. By Way of Explication, wherein Chriſt is 
a Believer's Life; or how a Believer is thus wrapt 
up in Chrift. 

II. Shew the Reaſons why they are fo, 

III. Apply the _ : 

2 


There 


s Chriſt 4 Chriftian's Life. 
| There are four Things wherein, a Perſon iy 
chiefly concerned as to Lik. | 

Firft, His D y upon his Life : Ask a 
Man to do any Thing, yes, faith he, iſ I am alive 
or in health. 

Secondly, In our natural Actions: If a Man 
cat, drink, put on Cloaths, take Phyſick, Food, 
or any Thing, it is that he may live. 

Thirdly, Take Life for the Comforts of Life 
A Man's Life is a Burthen to him, when his Com- 
forts are gone ; a Believer's Life is a Burden to 
him when he does not enjoy Chriſt. 

Fourthiy, For the Aim and End of Life: Per: 
ſons that are tractable and induſtrious deſire to live 
here, to be uſeful in their Places, they ſerve their 
Generation; ſo a Believer deſires to live for thi 
End, to ſerve the Lord Jeſus, and to glorify hi 
holy Name. | 

Firſt, To take the Dependance upon Life 

ames corrects the Manners of them that faid, | 
will go into the City, and buy and ſell; they ſhoult 
have ſaid, If the Lord will, we hall live and 
'#bis or tbat: So a Believer living depending « 
Chriſt, faith he, in myſelfI am a poor dead Sir 
ner ; I am dead to myſelf and in myſelf 3 but! 
depend on Chriſt for Life, I depend on Chrif 
for Wiſdom, for Righteouſneſs, or Sanctificat 
on, for renewed Strength, I live upon him for all 
For I am dead, I am dead to the Law, I han 
no Action to meet the Law with, nor the La 
hath no Action againſt me, I am dead to Sin: 
.to the Life of it, and to its condemning Power 
and to its Malignity and Guilt; and I am dead tt 
the World, I depend on Chriſt faith the Apoſth 
that Chrift might be all in all. Alas! what ca 
I do, all my Suits are ended in Law: It is Li 
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Chriſt 2 Chriſtian's Lift, 7 
we depend on for the Enjoyment of our Friends ; 
Oh it is Chriſt for all, faith | the Apoſtle, ye are 
dead, what then? Your Life is hid with Chriſt in 
God, Colof. iii. 3. Ye are dead, ye are crucified 
with Chriſt ; dead to your own 2 
An Unbeliever, whatever Good he doth, exalts 
himſelf and his own Righteouſneſs; but what 
Good a Believer doth, is to have Chriſ's Righte- 
ouſneſs exalted ; he ſaith, no more I but Chriſt 
but one ignorant of Chrift, ſets the Crown of all 
he doth upon his own Head; I faft, I pray, I 
ive Tythes, ſaith the Phariſee ; but when a Soul 
nows Chriſt, no more I, faith he; you are dead, 
but your Life is bid with Chriſt in God ; what then? 
When Chrift our Life ſhall per we ſball alſo 
appear with him in Glory: The Believer is wrapt 
in Chriſt living, wrapt up in Chriſt dying; 
if it were poſſible, a Believer could be ſeparated 
from Chriſt, he would be loſt and undone ſor ever; 
what a poor finful naked Creature is he ? No, 
faith the Apoſtle, you are dead, and where is m 
Life ? Safe enough in Chriſt, my Life is hid with 
God in Chrift : When ſhall my Life appear ? 
Why, when Chriſt who is our Life ſball appear, we 
ſhalt alfo appear with bim in Glory. The Saint 
lives upon Chriſt ; when he dies, he dies in 
Chriſt, when raiſed up, is raiſed up by Chriſt; 
clothed with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, when Chrift 
who is our Life ſhall appear, &c. A Saint cannot 
be ſeparated from Chriſt, but ſhall appear with 
and in Chriſt ; all the Formaliſts, Legaliſts and 
Moraliſts in the World ſhall appear at the Great 
Day, but it is without Chriſt ; you know a Man 
cannot ſpeak, a, nor do any thing when his 
Life is gone: So faith the Apoſtle, As you are 
dead to the Law, dead to Sin, and dead to the 
| D 3. World, 


8. Chriſt 2 Chriſtian's Life. 


World, ſo you are dead to your own Righteouſ- 
* neſs, when Chriſt who is our Life ſtall appear, we 
ſpall appear with him in Glory; you ſhall not go 
one Step further than Chriſt goes, you are Mem- 
bers of his Body : My Friends, there is a great 
Difference between a Man hearing and praying, 
and knowing Chriſt only by reading ; and a 
Saint wing gon Chriſt in every Duty, in every 
Affliction, living upon him in Lite, living upon 
him in Death, ſaith our Bleſſed Lord, Fob vi. 9. 
Your Fathers eat Manna in the Wilderneſs, and are 
dead; they depended on the Manna for Life ; but 
be that eats this Bread ſball live for ever, (as if 
he had faid) you that depend on ny Thing be- 
low me ſhall die : When Perſons live on any 
thing below Chriſt, they have dead Souls living, 
and damned Souls dying : If any depend on me 
as the living and immortal Food of their Souls, they 
ſhall live for ever; your Fathers eat Manna and 
are dead: Ordinances periſh with us, Duties pe- 
riſh with us, and all below Chriſt will periſh ; 
the Believers All is to have Chriſt in them, Jeſus 
Chriſt the Bread of Life, that came down from 
Heaven: I am the living Bread, that came down 
From Heaven, if any eat of this Bread be ſball live 
for ever; and this Bread the Spirit of the Lord 
in the Word reveals to the Soul, and the believ- 
ing Soul lives by it for ever; it is the Spirit of 

Chriſt that reveals and applies to the believin 
Soul the Righteouſneſs, Grace and Blood ot 
Chriſt, to juſtify and cleanſe them from all Un- 
righteouſneſs, and make known to them, that 
' their Name is written in the Book of Life; the 
Knowledge of which doth draw forth a Believer's 
Heart to depend upon Chriſt for daily Strength 
to exerciſe Grace in every Condition. Saith the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle, Phil. iv. 12. I can do a!l Things ; Paul, 
you are a brave Man indeed, what can you do? 
I can do all Things, I know how to want, and how 
to unbound ; you hear me ſpeak, what I can do, 
pray don't miſtake me, I depend on Chriſt for it; 
I can do all Things through Chriſt 1111 
me. The Believer lives through Chriſt: You 
may ſee. a natural Man praying, a natural Man 
hearing or performing a Duty; but this Man de- 

ds on his own Strength and on Duty ; and you 
may ſee a Believer in Duty, and it may be the 
natural Man hath greater Parts and finer Ex- 
preſſions than the Believer ; but the Believer lives 
on Chriſt for all, and the other on himſelf : Saith 
the Believer, I can do all Things through Chriſt 
that ſtrengtbens me; he would have Chriſt in 
all, he would have Chriſt foremoſt in all; ſo that 
a Believer is girt with the Strength of Chriſt : Per- 
ſons may preach, others may hear, pray, diſ- 
durſe; we ma _ =_ ror 6 curious _ 
nity wrapt up ; but if Jeſus is not ch 
* — Souls and depended upon, it jo all 66. 
thing ; what can this Creature do when he 
comes to die, and look Death in the Pace, that 
ſtron 2 that King of Terrors? He can- 
not ſee him but in great Horror and Fear. A 
formal Chriſtian, that ſtrives to ſpeak fine Words, 
have fine Expreſſions, learn ſomething by rote; 
they can diſpute of Religion, therefore think they 
are brave Chriſtians ; but comes a Temptation or 
a Trial on them, they know not how to gothro? 
the Battle; but take a real Chriſtian that is mean- 
er in ions, that lives on Chriſt, and is girt 
about with the Strength of Chriſt, how does he 
go thro* the Battle? 1 Sam. xvii. * * 
was there put on to out againſt that mighty 
« 5 4 Chas” 


To Chriſt a Chriſtian's Life. 
Champion? That which girt him with Strength 
was the glorious Name of the Lord ; the Men of 
I/rael, though Men of War, were afraid; but comes 
David without Armour, and he would encounter 
him; Verſe 45. Then ſaid David to the Philiſtine, 
Thou comeſt to me with a Sword, and with a Spear 
and with a Shield ; but I come to thee in the Name 
of the Lord of Hoſts : David had made the Lord 
is 3 he was girt about with the Strength 
of the A ws, of Lord ; the Name of Jehovah 
was the Bre ate hs we on ; but the Men of 
iſrael that were great Warriors, were afraid to 
meet this Champion: So Perſons that have been 
great Diſputers, great Diſcourſers, Perſons that 
ve been great in Knowledge in the Letter, 
ſhall be afraid to meet Death that great Cham- 
* ; When a weak Believer that hath made 
iſt his Life, ſhall go through the Battle with 
Courage; ſol lay, a Believer de on Chriſt 
for Life, for the Life of Grace, for the Life of 
11 being girt about with Strength of 
Secondly, Take Life for the Actions of Life: 
While a Man lives, he acts; when a Man is dead, 
he cannot act, ſaith the Apoſtle, firſt negative- 
ly, and then affirmatively, None lives to bimſeff, 
none dies to bimſelf ; and then affirmatively, /iv- 
ing or dying we are the Lord's, Rom. xiv. 8. 80 
if we ask a natural Man, why, do we as a na- 
tural Man, _ do you eat, drink, put on Cloaths 
and Work ? That I may live : And if we ask a 
Chriſtian, why do you pray, hear, wait on God 
in Ordinance ? O that I may live on Chriſt, en- 


joy Chriſt : You ſee me, (faith Paul) live, as you 
think, but you are miſtaken, I do not live of my- 
ſelf, is is Chriſt that. lives in me, and the Liſe 1 

ive 
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th ve is by the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. ii. 20. 

of WW lam crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſ+ I live ; L 

nes am dead, yet I live; I am dead to the World. 

ter WF yet I live in Chriſt; I am a dead condemne 

ne, WW Sinner by the Sentence of the Law, yet I live 

ar in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; I am dead to my 

me own Righteouſneſs, to my own Works, but I am 

rd alive in Chriſt ; 7 am cqucified with Chriſt, ne- 

th WW vertbeleſt I Hive 5 yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 

ah We; though I am dead to Sin, I am alive to 

of W Chriſt; though I am a dead Sinner, I am a liv- 

to ing Saint; I am pardoned in Chriſt, beloved in 
riſt, made alive through Grace in Chriſt, 

dat clothed with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; there- 

er, fore I live though dead, as if a Man ſhould ſay, 

m- Iam a Man ſentenced, yet I am a Man abſolv'd, 

|; I am a Man dead in the Eye of the World, yet 

ith W Iam a Man acquitted, here is my Pardon; fo 

iſt ſaith a Believer, the Law condemns me, the Law 

of meter me, but I am alive in Chriſt, pardoned” 

of W in Chriſt ; now Law thou haſt nothing to ſay to 

me, 


ſe: Well but Paul, do you live? You have 
ad, W your Pardon, will you [ive now to yourſelf? Nay, 
ve. faith he, do not miſtake me, though you hear me 
elf, lay, I live, yet not I live, but Chriſt liveth in 
nne; I do not fay, I am pardoned and abſolved 
80 to live to myſelf; no, my Life is none of mine; 
na- though you ſee me a living Saint, yet I have my 
the W Root in Chriſt; it is not I, but Chrift lives in 
4 me: When I was a Pharifee it was I, then I 
od prayed, I repented, I hambled myſelf, I did this 
nor that, I lived zealouſly to the Law; but now 
tis no more I, though I do the Action of a 
. Man, as before, I ſpake as the Phariſee, I did 
1d and ſo in m af; but now it is changed, - 
# & «<< bs D 5 6 now 
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what a ſorrowful Story will they tell us, if the 
have not met with Chriſt in an Ordinance ? A 
formal Profeſſor, he is content, if he hath been at 
an Ordinance, whether - he meets with Chriſt or 
no: But come to a Believer, ask him, how doth 
it go with you ? Saith he, I have waited on God 
(and I bleis God that he hath brought me to wait 
on him) but I have not met with God ; and he 
ſorrows and mourns with the Spouſe, I call- 
ed, but he gave me no Anſwer, I could not hear 
one comfortable Word from him, Cant, iii. I went 
to the Watchmen, but I could not find him. Oh 
what ſorrowful Stories will Believers tell, if they 
do not meet with Chriſt ! If I could meet with 
him then ſhould I rejoyce ; though you may ſee 
me perform Duties, what is this, if I do not 
meet with Chriſt, and have him ſhining upon my 
Soul ? 'Thus take Life for the Comforts of Life ; 
and the Believer hath no Comfort when Chriſt 
withdraws; when they come from an Ordinance 
where they have met with Chriſt, they will come 
leaping like an Hart ; Oh I met with him whom 
my Soul deſired! and that is to make Chriſt our 
Life, to depend on Chriſt, and in the Actions of 
all our Duties draw Life from Chriſt, and then 
our Souls have no Comfort in Ordinances with- 
out Chriſt : So, therefore, the Spouſe invites 
Chriſt very friendly; for ſhe knew, that if ſhe- 
had not Enjoyment of him ſhe ſhould have no 
Comfort; jhe invites him in (ant. vii. 11, 12. 
Come my Beloved, let us go forth into the Fields, 
let us lodge in the Villages; let us get up early to 
the Vineyard; let us ſee if the Vine flouriſh, whe- 
ther the tender Grape appear, and the Pomgra- 
nates bud forth; there will I give thee my Loves.” 
Ob come, ſaith ſhe, my Beloved, let us go fows. 
3 : 


— 
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if I go without thee, I ſhall have no Comfort in 
my Walk: Lord Jeſus, ſaith a Believer, come 
in this Ordinance, come in this Duty, reveal thy 
Grace and Righteouſneſs ; without that I have 
no Comfort : Come, my Beloved, let us get up 
curly to the Vineyards, let us ſee if the Vine flou- 
riſÞ : I am ſure if I have not thy Preſence, I ſhall 
have a dead and dark Time, a diſmal Walk of 
it : Come Lord Jeſus in the Revelation of thy 
Grace in my Heart, then will my Soul thrive in 
Grace ; then ſhall I receive Comfort. 

If I have but the Buddings of Grace; if I have 
thy Preſence, I ſhall make a good Conſtruction 
of it; if I have but a little Grace and Chriſt's 
Preſence ? I can rejoyce in a little Grace: A lit- 
tle Grace when Chriſt appears, is more to a Be- 
liever, than a ſtrong Faith when Chriſt with- 
draws : The Spouſe would not bring Diſcomfort 
to herſelf ; Come let us ſee if the Vine flouriſh, whe- 


. #her the tender Grapes appear; if there be but the 


leaſt Grace in my Soul, what will you do:? 
There will I give thee my Loves, there will I give 
thee my Delights, there will I embrace thee with 
o eart, with warm Affections; there will I 
give thee my Praiſes, there will I exalt thy Name: 
Come let us ſee whether the tender Grapes appear 


and the Pomegranates bud forth ;. ſee how my 
Soul thrives, let me take Comfort though there 


be but the leaſt budding forth of Grace ; though 
I have: but a Dram of” Grace, let me have t 
Preſence ; there will I give thee my Loves: Fi 
My Soul ſhall have Heart-joy, and be full of De- 
lig . Secondly, Then will I give thee the Glory 
thy Grace. Thirdly, There will my Soul be 
endeared to thee : When thou art preſent the ve- 
ry Buddings of Grace will be ſweet ; The ſtrongeſt 


Believer 
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Believer cannot take Comfort in his Graces *till 
Chriſt appear in the Manifeſtation of his Love to 
the Soul. 

Fourthly, Take Life for the End of Life. The 
End I live for, ray for, hear for, is, that I may 
enjoy Chriſt. My Friends, pray look to the End 
of your Actions, and ſee that your Aim and De- 
fire in all, is to glorify and enjoy the Lord Je- 
ſus; for it is but a few Days, and you will come 
to your laſt Day; a little Time, and you will 
have Time no more ; a few Minutes before you 
will draw your laft Breath ; a few Sabbaths, and 

ou have no more ; and whatever you have done, 


8 if you have not made Chriſt your Liſe, en * 
ue 


- undone for ever. That is an excellent 

- the Lord Chriſt puts to the Multitude, Mat. xi. 
- 7. ſaith our Blefled Lord concerning Fobn, What 
rt went ye out into the Wilderneſs to ſte, a Reed 
aten with the Wind? Fobn that had preach'd of 
Ee the coming and appearing of Chriſt, there was 
? abundance of People flock'd about him to hear 
e him, as if they would all have been his Con- 
h verts : But alas, they did not know him, nor 
I wherefore they went after him. Many poor Sin- 
: ners ſeem to be taken with the Miniſters, and 
ww Ways of God for a Time, but they do not know 
why nor wherefore ; as if the Lord Jefus ſhould 
lay, if you are only taken with his Preaching as 
a Man, and only the Words of his Mouth, you 
will but ſee a Reed ſhaken with the Wind : If a 
Perſon goes to hear the beſt Man upon Earth 
preach, a Man of the greateſt Fame and Name, 
and goes barely for his Learning or Eloquence, 
or to hear ſome-new Thing, alas, you ſee but a 
Reed ſhaken with the Wind, a poor mortal Man, 
a poor earthen Veſſel ; the beſt of —_— 


* 
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and Chriſtians when under Temptations, are but 
Reeds ſhaken with the Mind; but if you come out 
to hear Chriſt preach, to enjoy Chriſt, to meet 
with Chriſt, and can ſay, I come to hear Chriſt 
crucified and preached, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs re- 
vealed, then indeed this is the Aim and End of 
a Believer: But faith Chriſt, What came you 
out for? We may ſay to many Profeſſors, What 
came you out for ? Notwithſtanding the Means 
you have had, the Mercies you have enjoyed, you 
are in the old Way that you were in ; how 
blind and ignorant are moſt of the Doctrine of 
Faith in Chriſt, of that Doctrine that alone will 
fave them, of that Righteouſneſs that will ſave 
them in the Day of Battle ? Some are taken with 
one Thing, ſome with another; fome to get No- 
tions in the Head to maintain Diſputes: But few 
come to enjoy Chriſt, and meet with him; but 
what went you out for, O Believer, to enjoy 
Chriſt ? And if Chriſt is not your Aim and End 
in every Duty and Sermon, what a ſad Diſap- 

intment will you meet with at laſt! Will you not 
0 that in ſpiritual Action, as in a civil Action? 
You eat, you] drink, hat yuu may live, ſaith 1. 
Chriſt, Mat. vi. 25. Take no thought for your . 
Life, what you ſhall eat, or what you ſhall drink, Wl Be 
nor yet for your Body what you ſhall put on; is WW rai 
not Life more than Meat, and the Body than Rai- lik 
ment? So J ſay, is not Chriſt more than Life? Na! 
Is not Jeſus Chriſt more than all the Things that lof 
_— to Life? So ſaith a Believer, I do WW fy 
all that I may get Chriſt. So much for thoſe I ing 
four Things in the Explication concerning Life. ¶ eve 

The next is, the Reaſon why a Believer defires hin 
to enjoy Chriſt, 
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Firſt, 
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Nirſt, Becauſe of that Union there is between 
Chriſt and every Believer. As there is an Union 
between a Man and himſelf, ſo is there a Union 
between Chriſt and a Believer : You are dead, 
and your Life is hid with Chriſt in God ; not I 
live, but Chriſt lives in me: I am not on m 

own Bottom; I am not a Man living of myſelf, 
they that are joined to the Lord are one Spirit : 
Chriſt is made my own, he is made to me Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and Redemp- 
tion : Chriſt and. I am one; I am a Memberof 
his myſtical. Body, ſo that wherever I live, I live 
ll in Chfiſt, and Chriſt in me, and I live to Chriſt. 
e A Believer is the very Image of Chriſt's Good- 
h neſs, the very Impreſſion of Chriſt's Mercy, the 
- 
W 


Pledges of Chriſt's Love: Saith a Believer, I 
ſee Chriſt's Conqueſt is my Conqueſt, his Life 


ut is my Life, his Righteouſneſs is my Righteouſ- 
y Wl nels, his Victory my dy ay 4 I fee him dead 
id ſor me, riſen for me, at God's Right-Hand for 
p- me, appearing in Glory for me, raiſing me up 
ot at the laſt Day, John vi. 44. No Man can come 
1? to me, except the Father which hath ſent me draw 
th bim; and I will raiſe bim up at the laft Day. 
ur There is ſuch an Union between the Duſt It a 


Believer in the Grave, and Chriſt, that he will 
raiſe him up in a cloſe and near Union, his Bod 
like Chriſt's glorious Body : Saith Chriſt, thou þ 
a Believer dies, there ſhall none of his Glory 
loſt ; the Grave is a perfumed Bed, to take a a 
ſweet Nap, *till Chriſt calls in the glorious Morn- 
ing of the Reſurrection, then he will raiſe up 
every Crumb of his Duſt, there ſhall none of 
him be loſt ; for there is tuch an Union between 
Chriſt and a Believer, that a Believer may meet 
Death and not fear: Death is but a Meſſenger of 
: eace 
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Peace to you, though he is the King of Terrors 
to moſt of the World ; he comes with an An- 
gel's Face to the Believer, tells you ſweet News; 
tells you, you muſt go to your Beds of Duſt, 
where you ſhall reſt in Peacc for a Time, and 
then be raiſed up to Glory ; as we do our Chil- 
dren, wrap them up in their Swadling Cloaths for 
the Night, and dreſs them fine in the Morning : 
Death might ſay, Come, you are only to go to 
your Bed of Duſt, and in the Morning when you 
awake, the Bridegroom will come and attire you ; 
here you are defiring and longing after Chriſt ; 
you would have more of God, more Enjoy- 
ment of Chriſt, more Comfort . in your Spirit : 
Well, you ſhall have it in the other World. It 
is true, Chriſt will raiſe up the Wicked to judge 
and condemn them. Union with Chriſt cauſes the 
Soul to cry out, O for me to live is Chriſt : O 
let me live to thy Glory Lord: O let not a Mo- 
ment of my Life be without the Enjoyment of 
thee ! What is the Preaching of the Word, wh 
are the Ambaſſadors ſent forth, what are a Mul. 
titude of Mercies, if I do not enjoy Chriſt? O 
that I may magnify Chriſt, glorify Chriſt, ſaith a 
Believer, that is it I preſs after more than any 
Thing I here _ 
| Secondly, A Believer's Defire is, that he may 
live to enjoy Chriſt, becauſe of the bleſſed Sup- 
plies he hath from Chriſt ; faith the Prodigal, 
In my Father's Houſe there is Bread enough ; O 


faith the Soul, my Grace and Peace, and Com- 
fort, and Righteouſneſs, and Joy, is all from 
Chriſt, Saith the Pſalmiſt, He Jed me in the 
Paths of Righteouſneſs, and cauſed me to lie down 
in green Paftures : O faith the Believer, It is 


from Chriſt alone that I have Supplies of Grace, 


of 
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of Peace, of Strength: Saith Auſtin, I wiſh I 
had ſeen three 'Thin hy. . I had ſeen Rome 
in its Glory; That ad ſeen Chrift converſing 
with Men; and that I had ſeen Paul, and heard 
him preach : But ſaith another Father, I defire to 
ſee the King in bis Beauty, the Lord Feſus Chriit 
in bis Kingdom of Glory. Many have ſpoke of 
him, yet never received Grace from him ; but to 
have Supplies from Chriſt, to be watered from 
him, that a Believer deſires. 

Thirdly, A Believer's Defire is to live to Chriſt, 
becauſe all Means and Mercies are all too low for 
a Believer without Chrift: Ah, ſaith the Hoo 
Soul, What is the Ordinance but a dry Well, if 
I have not Chriſt ! What is my Life, my Friends, 
my Comforts, without Chrift ? It was asked 
where lay her Jewels, my Jewels are in my 


Roc 
D s. Another, where lie 


your Ornaments? My Ornaments are my two 
Sons. But ask a Believer, where are your 2 
els? My Jewels are in Chriſt Jeſus the 
of Price: Ask another Believer, where are 
=o Ornaments? O it is in Chriſt, I put on 
riſt, I wear Chrift, I enjoy Chrift, Chriſt 
is my Ornament : Ask another, where is your 
Treaſure ? In the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
Epbefians iti. 8. Unto me who am leſs than 
the leaft of all Saints, it this Grace given, that 
I ſobould preach among the Gentiles the unſtarch- 
able Riches of Chrift ; there is Believer's Riches : 
Now the World is too low a Region for a Be- 
liever to live in, were it not that he enjoys Chriſt 
in it ; Meat and Drink, and Honours, are too 
low for a Believer to live on; but to enjoy Chriſt 
in all, is that which he aims at. 
| I hope 


. 
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I hope that I may ſay, that it is your earneſt the 

Deſire to enjoy Chriſt ; and that any bing below Wl fo! 
or 


this, would have been too low an End for you; . 
in your earneſt Defires for me to be reſtored to 4. 
you, and to have me among you once more; to MW #r 
ſee me in the Fleſh only, was too low an End; 4%, 
but your End I hope was that you might enjoy thi 
Chriſt : That I might be ſpared to preach Sal- 
vation in Chriſt to you, what your Souls had for- 
merly taſted of: The Lord wip'd away your 
Tears, and took away your ſorrow ful Spirits, O 
that you may meet with Jeſus Chriſt whom your 
Souls long tor, and long to hear from ! O that 
he that is the Life of Saints, may come with 
— Life to you Souls, that you may 
ow your Aim and End was, that you might 
enjoy Chriſt : The Lord hath heard your Cries, 
and the 3 your Weeping and Sorrow 
may be into Joy while you live, and 
that we may meet together beſore the Throne, 
where you ſhall have your Tears wiped a- 


way. © | 
Fourth „The fourth Reaſon is, the endeared 
Love of 2 Chriſt conſtrains a Believer to de- 
ſire nothing in this Life, but what they may en- 
Joy Chriſt in: O faith a Believer, Lord let me 
die in thy Embraces, rather than to live with 

the hiding of thy Face; I had rather die in th 

Arms, than to live with thy Arms claſped again 
me : The Love of Chrift conftrains me, as 2 Cor. 
v. 14. Friends, have you taſted of the Love of 
Chriſt, and can you defire any Thing that you 
do not enjoy Chriſt in? What a poor Heap of 
nothing is all in the World without Chriſt ; A 
Saint will tell you if you ask him, that he never 
lived a Day while he lived without Chriſt ; "oo 
tac 
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the Love of Chriſt is ſhed Abroad in his Heart, 
for the Love of Chriſt conftraineth ms, becauſe' we 
thus Judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead: Saith the Apoſtle, The Love of Chrift con- 
frains me; why, if one died for all, then were 
all dead in Sin; what ſhall we do then, that 
they which live, ſbould not henceforth live unto them- 
ſelves, but unto him which died for them, androfe 
ain? When a Soul by Faith ſees a dyin 
Griſt, methinks he ſhould ſay, The Love of Chrif 
conſtrains me : He lived in Love, and taughr 
Love, he died in Love, and fits at God's Right- 
Hand, in the Infiniteneſs of his Love, to inter- 
cede for his redeemed ones: Saith the Apoſtle, 
The Love of Chrift conſtrains me. If we aks ſome, 
Why do — long after the Enj ts of Chriſt? 
O ſays the Soul, the Love of C hriſt ! 'The Love 
of a bleeding dying Chriſt conſtrains me? How 


lovely are his Embraces? He hath called me, 


loved me, waſhed me a dead Sinner, a wretc 

Sinner: O the Love of Chriſt conſtrains me; I am 
in a ſtrait, I would not ask for Life, if I might 
not enjoy Chriſt, not Chriſt only as he was King 
of the Fews, as he converſed here on Earth, but 
a crucified bleeding Chriſt. Paul through 
the World as a minding nothing: I don t 
know any Man after the Fleſh, nor I do not re- 
gard what Man ſaith : No, nor I do not know 


\ Chriſt as be came of the Stock of the Jews; but 


I know Chriſt as my Redeemer, and that be died 
or me. He goes thro' the World as a Man that 
ad loſt a rich Pearl, he goes looking for that 

Pearl, ſo that he minds nothing elſe : But if I 

could find this Pearl, it is the Love of Cbriſt, it 

conftrains me to live to him: I go through the 

World taking notice of nothing elſe, G4“. ii. 20. 
1 | Iam 
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I am crucified with Chrift, nevertheleſs 1 live, yet 
not I, bt Chriſt liveth in me; and the Life which 
nom live in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, aud gave bimfelf for 
me; who loved me a wretched Sinner, who lov- 
ed me an undone Sinner, who loved me a con- 
demn'd Sinner, who loved me a dead Sinner. O 
the Love of Chriſt conſtrains me, that if I live, 
let me live in him, let me live to him ; O how 
can I live without him ! O ftay me with Flaggons, 
comfort me with Apples, for I am fick of Love, 
Cant. ii. 5. The 22 Giri” conftrain a 
Believer ; it is not the Law; it is not becauſe 
ele I ſhall be damned without him; no, no, if 
I do Duties, enjoy Sabbaths, it is all nothing to 
me without Chrilt ; 

Fifthly, A. Believer fears nothing more than the 
Withdrawings of Chriſt; of all Tidings and 
News that can be brought to him, nothing does 
he fear ſo much as Chriſt's withdrawing from 
him; he fears leaſt this Sun ſhould withdraw, 
e ene 
will never totally, yet i 
of his Face. oh 4 f 15 

Sixthly, A Believer hath a new Principle, a 
Principle of Grace, the Kingdom of Heaven 
within him, that he cannot live without Chriſt, 
the- new Creature, the new Principle, is Chriſt 
poſſeſſing the Heart, and when Chrift 

the Heart, it puts all Things at Arm's length; ſo 

Chriſt may be enjoyed, Gal. i. 16. I conferred 

not with Fleſb and Blood, when God revealed his 
Son, then I was off of my old Principle': I did 
not confer with Fleſh and Blood, with fleſhly 

Principles: I was not only off from my own Righte- 
ouſneſs, my own Works, my own * and 
; tles, 
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Duties, but I come to live upon Chrift. I come 
to have a new Life within, a new Glory reveal- 
ed to my Soul ; I come to live iſt, to 
drive a new Trade for Heaven. When once the 


Lord revealed Chriſt to me, I conferred not with 


Fleſh and Blood: Now conferring with Fleſh 
and Blood is the Rum of many Souls, Firſt, 
Take conferring with Fleſh and Blood for the 
World, and all the Enjoyments of it, how many 
turn their Backs on Chrift, and ruin their Souls 
for the Love of the World ? Secondly, Take 
Fleſh and Blood for all the Performances and 
Duties that Perſons can do, when Perſons take 
this for their Righteouſneſs, how do they fplit 
their Souls on it? When Paul was a Phariſee, 
he thought his own Duties would ſave him, but 
when Chriſt was revealed to him, then faith he, 
I count all but Dung and Droſs that I may win 
Chriſt; one that was righteous, a praying Pau], 
one that had enough to - dow to Heaven 
as he thought; 2 ſaith he, all this was 
A 
Chriſt. | 

Thirdhy Take Believers with what they have 
to e them, take Believers under their doubt- 
ing, then they will confider what they have of 
their own to help them to Heaven; but faith 
Paul, I conferred not with Fleſh and Blood. 

The Seventh Reaſon, The Believer by -Faith 
hath found Chrift the Pearl of Price, he hath 
found enough to live upon: The Merchant goes 
ſeeking goodly Pearls, but when he bath found 
the P of great Price, he ſells all to buy that 
Pearl, Mat. xiii. 46. Who when he bad found one 
Pearl of great Price, he went and fold all that be 


ee There 
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There are many good Things that Perſons ſeek, 
but not the good ; I confeſs they are good Pearls, 
As any is a good Duty, hearing is a good 
Duty, the Lord's Supper and Baptiſm are good 
Duties, and they are the Believer's Priviled 
and are not to be omitted. But Chriſt is the 
ious Pearl, the Pearl of great Price: There 
is not one of theſe Pearls will open the Kingdom 
of Heaven, or give you Acceis to the Throne 
of Grace, or crown you with everlaſting Glo- 
The fooliſh Virgins had theſe goodly Pearls, 
but not the Pearl _ Price ; they went a- 
long with the wiſe Virgins, they were called 
Virgins, they were without Spot, but when the 
Bridegroom came, they wanted the Pearl of Price, 
- when Chriſt came, they cried, Give us of your 
Oi; if they had but one Dram of Grace, they 
had entered in with the Bridegroom, but we ſce 
they were ſhut out. Many go thro' the Field of 
the Goſpel, and take up many goodly Pearls; 
Praying, Hearing and "omg are goodly Pearls, 
but when the Soul comes to find Chriſt, to know 
him, he ſells all for that Pearl of price : Sell 
them, how ? Does he part with his Duties ? No, 
no; does he negleQ praying, hearing and other 
Duties and Ordinances ? No, but he ſells them, 
as if a Man ſhould bind up all his goodly Pearls 
to r, and give them all for one Pearl of great 
price. So a Man ſells all his Duties and Perform- 
ances, as that which doth nothing in Point of 
uſtification, but all for to 'glorify that Jeſus 
hriſt, that Dy por Pearl of Price. He ſells 
his Sins and his Righteouſneſs too; many think 
if they more with their Sins, they have found the 
Pearl of Price ; it is a good Thing to turnfrom 
Sin, but truly there muſt be another Turn ; you 
m 
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muſt turn from your own Righteouſneſs too, as 
to reſting on it, and truſting to it. Many are 
troubled for theſe goodly Pearls, and ſay, O if 
I could but pray as ſome can, I ſhould ECON 
deal of Comfort ; ifI could mourn as I ſee ſome 
do, I ſhould be encourag'd to come to God, in 
Hope he would pardon me ; theſe are goodl 

Pearls, but there is a Pearl muſt brighten a 

theſe ; the Blood of Chriſt muſt waſh away the 
Filth of theſe Tears, and the Guilt of your Du- 
ties, and make you clean, or you are undone for 
ever ; for theſe Pearls, though they go through 


the World, they will not go in Emanue/'s Land, 


not one Drop of your own Righteouſneſs in Hea- 
ven. Phil. iii. 8, 9. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all 
Things but loſs, for the Excellency of the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord ; for whom I have 
ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count them 
but Dung · that I may win Chriſt, and be found in 
bim, not having mine own Righteonſneſs which is 
of the Law, but that which is through the Faith 
of Chris, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by 
Faith. And be — in him, all that is done by 
a Believer on Earth, is to bring forth Fruit to 
God as a meet Inheritor of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; as one made holy and blameleis, and ſanc- 
tified to bring forth Fruit to this glorious Chfiſt. 
But is this Fruit once to be mentioned in the 
Kingdom of Glory, as the Cauſe of our being 
1 It is not there, Lord I have prayed, or 
have been at the Houſe of God, or I have 
faſted ; no, if that had been, might not the fool- 
Iſh Virgins have entred into Heaven as well as 
the Wiſe? But it is to have this Name on 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs; it is what Chriſt 
bath done, you being found in him, war he 
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hath performed, what he is, that Believers ſhall 
be, as being Members Joined to their Head, 
Well, have you found this Pearl of great Price, 
though there be not ſuch great Enlargement: 
ſuch great Gifts? And do your Souls wrap u 
ves in this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ? A 
do you lay hold on him to be Wiſdom and Righte. 
ouſneſs, and Sanctification and Redemption to 
8 God brought you off from your own 
? Do you no longer ſtand on your own 
Legs? Do you truſt to nothing that you can do! 
What if you could pray as an Angel, the Hea- 
vens are unclean in bis Sight, and the Angels bt 
charges with Folly, Though praying, 2 
hearing, reading, are Duties, yet when Soul 
finds not Chrift in them, they are broken Ci 
terns ; but when thy Soul hath Chriſt, there is 
Faith and Love and Delight in the Soul, re- 
joicing in God, admiring the Wonders of hi 
* Alas, to think that outward Duties make 
up a Chriſtian's Happineſs, then how often would 
a Believer's Comforts fail him? For how often 
are we at a Loſs here, and non-pluſt here ? but 
here is the Joy of the Soul, I have ſound the 
Pearl of price: As for my own Duties and Per 
formances, theſe good Pearls, though I hart 
them, and rejoice in them in Chriſt, yet I will 
not plead to be juſtified by them; I will not 6 
much as ſay, when I have been rming the 
beſt my. rd remember me for my Prayen 
Sake : But I defire to be found in Chriſt, for 
the Lord Jeſus hath bought all, purchaſed all. 
And ſo now the Lord is my Righteouſneſs, m 
care is to be found in him: Now I have a ri 
Pearl, though I have poor Duties and Prayers; 
indeed they are good and uſeful, and gloriow 
in 


— 
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in their Places, but I have found one Pearl worth \ 
all, one Chriſt worth all, and this Pearl I live 
on for all, and live on in all: Now ſaith the Be- 
liever, I have enough, I have got a 2 
and I wMl live upon him, I will live to him, a 
Iwill rejoyce in him; now I defire to enjoy no- 
thing here below, if I don't enjoy him; for firſt, 
Chriſt is a rare Pearl, who with thee can com- 
pare ? Who in the Heavens or among the Sons 
of the Mighty can compare with Chriſt ? Amon 
all the Angels in Heaven, who can be com 

to Chriſt ? Take all their Praiſes and Triumphe, 
and all the Services of thoſe glorious Spirits ; 
are they to be compared to Chriſt ? Then how 
low and mean are our beſt Services? I am fare, 
if the Service of the Angels cannot compare 
with Chrift, much leſs can ours: Will you come 
at laſt and meaſure with God? Will you mea- 
ſure God's Juſtice and your Duties ? There 
is not, the moſt righteous Man living on Earth, 
but it will be faid, Thou art weigbed in the Bal- 
lance, and art found wanting ; but to the Man 
that knows Chriſt, Chriſt is weighed for him, and 
Chrift js full and perfect Weight: Juſtice hath 
good Satisfaction; therefore well did Paul to 
caft off all: Saith he, I defire to be found in 
bim; he is a rare Pearl; well may a Believer 
caſt off all, and deſire to, be found in Chrift. 
P/al. Ixxxix. 6. Who in the Heavens can be com- 
pared unto the Lord ? Who among the Sons of the- 
Mighty can be likened unto the Lord ? O what 
ſtriving is here for Kingdoms and Crowns ; but 
put all the Kingdoms in the World, and if there 
were ten Tho Worlds more, .one Chriſt is 
more worth, than ten Thouſand Times ten Thou- 
and Worlds. * if thou art * 
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the World, haſt but little here, yet if thou haſt 
a Chriſt, thou art rich enough; then well may 
a Believer ſay, O let it to me, to live be Chriſt; 
let me enjoy no good Means or Mercies but in 
, Chriſt, auſe he is a rare Pearl: To fee a 
Soul in Chriſt, what a rare Portion, a rare Mer. 
ey is beſtowed on that Soul? We may ſee a 
Miultitude hearing, praying, ſeeking godly Pearls; 
but it is rare to ſee a Soul that hath found this 
Pearl of great Price, ſelling all for Chriſt, caſting 

away all as Dung and Droſs for Chriſt ; ſelli 
all, that is, not as if a Man that knew Chrif 
were to run out of Houſe and Home, but ſo to 
live upon Chriſt, as to trample on the World; ſo 
to uſe his Bleſſing in the World, as that he may 
have his Heart ready to leave them whenever he 
is called to it; and to fell his Righteouſneſs, that 
is, not to truſt to it. Do not. miſtake me, to 
think the Knowledge of Chriſt makes you leks 
nin Duty; it makes you more in Love, more in 
Delight, and more in Praiſes and Prayer: For 

 Gith the Soul, though I have prayed, or he 

or been at the bleſſed Supper, which of all theſe 
may be compared with Chriſt ? Therefore I will 
51 all for this goodly Pearl, that I may have 
is Pearl of Price. 9 come to die and 
leave this World, if you have this Pearl of great 
Price, you go boldly to the Throne of the Fa- 

ther: 5 whatever other goodly Pearls you hay 
you are loſt for ever, if you have not this Pear 
of Price, A Believer performs Duties as they 
are commanded of God, and as the Way where- 
in God meets his People; but to his Acceptance. 
be hath his Eye upon Chriſt alone; for the belt 
of Duties are but Dung and Droſs to compare 
with this precious Pearl. When Satan comes Ti 
, = 8 


. 
* 


24 


— d — 


Cheſt 5 Obriftian's If. 35 


his Temptations, and tells the Believet, what a 
yl — und el Creature he is 4 the Believer that 
bach his Eye 1 for Acceptance, he may 
boldly anſwer Satan, though I am poor and un- 
"Wworthy, he 3 whom I accepted, is pre- 
TWMcious and dearly beloved of God the Father, 
ho is well vleaſed with him and in him. 
5 Secondly, Chriſt is a rich Pearl; 3 you 
— may well live upon him, you may well fay, for. 


me to live is Chrift ; if you know Chrift aright, 
out Hearts, Words and Lives cry out, for me to 
ive is Chriſt ; Perſons for want of knowing 


10 Chriſt, remain poor and blind and miſerable, and 
ſo naked; Col. i. 19. For it pleaſed the Father that 
) Wn him ſbould all Fave? dwell : All Fulneſs of 
he che Godhead, all Fulnefs of Grace, Peace, Glo- 
nat ry dwells in Chriſt ; when you have Chriſt, 'you- 
are enough to live on, for you have a rich Pearl. 
els he rich Man is covetous for more Riches; the Be- 
un Wiever is covetons for more of Chriſt ; he would 
njoy nothing, but he would enjoy Chriſt in it, 
mil above it. O Soul, here is enough to en- 
eſe ich you! It is for want of knowing Chriſt, that 
- poor Sinners ſtand off fro Chriſt : For firſt, tho® 
diriners are very poor, they are ve,, 
nd toud. Secondly, Though they ap. Sedawick't 
eat very poot, they are 'very ig- Fountain opened 
Fa, Porant. Firſt tho' Sinners are very TT 
2 oor, they are rey proud; thev would fain be do- 
be Ire ſomething rather than come to Chriſt ; they 
Jad fain be trading for ly Pearls: As if 
re” n chat was adry, ſhould be going through 
. Field, where there was much Water, that was 
be ute and elean; and the Man fhould lay, I ſhalt. 
are, eh my Cloaths te come at it, and in dhe cles 
li ater my Face will be ſeen, and therefore I will 
: E 2 rather 
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; rather _ of ſome muddy dirty Water, that! 
may not ſee = Face: So it is with poor Si 
ren: 4 they would fain drink the Kennel Water ol 
their oh Duties; for they are afraid to come 
to Chriſt for fear of ſeeing their own Faces, fa 
uh of ſeeing themſelves undone and miſerable 
and therefore the Soul cries out, will God loo 
n me? Will ſo. ri teous a God entertain me 
4 I were better, if I could but get my Heart t 
and could have my Heart inlarged, | 
00 come to Chriſt; but ſhall I a filthy Sir 
ner think to have Grace and Ri ighteouſneſs? "Tha 
Er. Sinners would be trading with their ox 
and when their own Duties; they are v 
unwilling, that all their own Duties ſhould be 
caſt down; but ſaith Paul, That I counted to l 
wi I — loſ# for the Excellen | of the Know 
Chri#, O let me be found in Chriſt, nos 
Tet 5 put off my own Rags; now let me lin 
on nothing of my own, but on Chriſt; Rom. x 
For they being ignorant of God's Righteouſndſh 
4. going about to eſtabliſh their own Rigbteoiſ 
neſs, bave not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Jay 
ouſneſs of God. And in Rom, ix. 
one to their own Righteoufneſs and wodldͤ od nd 
come to Chriſt for, Righteouſneſs ; in ver. 41 
4. But Iſrael which followed her the Law 
ighreouf! neſs, bath not attained to the Law 
Righteouſneſ's wherefore ? Becauſe they ſoug 7 i 
not by 2 but as it were by the We hs of 
{8% for the bed, they 2 Fr 0 ebe * 
They ſtumble d not lay down All thei 
own Works, all | Nig ghteouſneſs. lt 
125 of uation ir gun umbled at ti 
R ighteouſnels of Faith; they would be juſtik 
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by the Deeds of the Law, which juſtified no 
Man, 'but condemns every Man. - All Sinners are 
proud and poor; they would not be beholding 
to Chriſt for all. They would apprehend f. 
worthineſs in themſelves to be N of God. 
Secondly, Sinners are v r and very 1gno- 
rant; dy think to get ow 1 Debt Gam hep 
way than by Chriſt, or by the help of Chriſt ; 
they are like a poor Man that is in debt, he trades 
and thinks to get out of debt; but the Buſineſs is 
b carried, that he runs further in debt; fo one 
comes to him, and tells him, you do not get at 
all out of debt by your trading, pray conſider 
how poor you are, and reſt no 3 on your 
own trading to bring you out of debt; but if 
you will come along with me, I will bring * = 
to one, will pay all your Debts for you. 
plorious Goſpel that reveals the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
calls Sinners to accept of him, as poor, miferable, 
undone Sinners, who are deeply indebted to God, 
acquaints them that Jeſus Chrift hath paid a full 
Price for them to ſet them free. John viii. 36, 
The Son ſhall make you free, then Proc you be free 
indeed. Yet poor Sinners, they think they have 
ſomething to trade with ; they think if they could 
but pray more, or remember Sermons more, they 
houJd get out of God's Debt, but they take a 
wrong courſe, for all that they can do, they do 
but run further into debt ; by all you can do, 
you will never get out of debt, if you have not 
a Righteauſneſs. in Chriſt, you will never be ac- 
cepted of God; you muſt lay down all your 
on, and as a poor Sinner lay hold on Chriſt ; 
= the Merchant-Man ſells all the goodly Pearls 
Gel de buy this Pearl of Price. Well might Pau! ſay, 
ll 7 five, yer not I, bat Chriſt liveth in ne; I live 
2365, E z upon 
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upon him, to him, I live in him, I was ſo pod 
1 could never get out of debt by all that I coule 
do; therefore I defire to be found in Chriſt alone 
Many are complaining, they cannot do this dt 
that, as if they would get out of debt by their 
own. Works; but now Chriſt is rich enough to 
make up all your Loſſes: When a Man hath one 
to repair and make up all his Loſſes, he maj 
well depend on him. Rom v. from the 15th ver, 
to the End. But not as the Offence, ſo alſo is the 
Fee Gift. For if through the Ofence F one, m 
ay be dead; much more by the Grace of God, and 
the Gift by Grace, which is by one Man, Jeſu 
Chriſt, hath abounded unto many. And not as it 
was by one that ſinned, ſo is the Gift ; for the 
Fudg ment was by one to condemnation ; but thi 
free Gift is of many Offences unto Fuſtification, 
For if one Man's Offence, Death reigned by one; 
much more they which receive abundance of Grace, 
and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign i 
Life by une, Feſus Chrift. Therefore, as by tht 
Offence of one, Judgment came upon all Men ti 
condemnation ; even. ſo by the Righteouſneſs of one, 
the free Gift came upon all Min unto Fuſtifica 
tion of Life. For , as by one Man's Diſobedience 
many were made Sinners ; ſo by the Obedience of 
one, ſpall , many be made Righteous. Moreover, 
the Law entered, that the Offence might abound; 
bat where Sin abounded, Grace did much; more 4. 
bound: That as Sin hath reigned unto Death, even 
fo might Grace reign through Righteouſneſs unt 
Eternal Life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Here you 
ſee, whatever the Offence of Unrighteouſneſs and 
Sin and Condemnation is, there is Life and Righte- 
ouineſs by Jeſus Chriſt to make up the Breach: 
All that lay hold on Chriſt, ſhall have Rights: 
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ouſneſs and Life by him: For as Sin and Death 
reigned in Adam, ſo Life and Righteouſneſs reigns 
in Chriſt, and is imputed to the Sinner by him; 
ſo that Chriſt is rich enough to make up all Loſſes. 
Alas ! It is not in ourſelves to do this. In the 
firſt Adam there is Death and Condemnation, and 
Unrighteouſneſs, and Guilt and Wrath; here now 
muſt be one to fatisfy, here muſt be one to bring 
in Righteouſneſs, ed Life, and Grace, and that 


more than Sin; but where is that Man that his 
Righteouſneſs and Grace abounds more than Sin ? 


Man cannot do this himſelf, he muſt have one 


that hath an All-ſufficient Righteouſneſs' and in- 
finite Grace, that may preſent him to the Father 
to be accepted, that the Grace of God, the Gift 
of Life and Righteouſneſs may overcome and 
wrap up the poor Sinner wholly in it, that he 
may be without Spot or Wrinkle. If it be fo, 
that in Chriſt you ſhall have all your Loſſes made 
up and repaired, ſhould you not live on Chriſt 
for-all you want? Are you finful ? Chriſt is righte- 
ous ; are you dead in Sin? Chriſt hath brought 
Life and Immortality to light ; have you finned 
to a great height? Chriſt's Merit is above all 
your Sin ; where Sin hath abounded, Grace doth 
much more abound ; where Sin hath abounded, 
there is a ſuperabounding Grace, ſuperabounding 
Righteouſneſs, and ſuperabounding Life. Adam 
receiv*d the Promiſe of the Woman's Seed before 
he had done any Work or Sacrifice, to the End 
that God's Truth might ſtand faſt, namely that 
we are juſtified before God altogether without 
Works, and do obtain Forgiveneſs of Sins merely . 
by Grace ; who ſo were able to believe this well 


and ftedfaſtly, the ſame were a Doctor above all 


the Doctors in the World, ſaid, Lorber again, 
1 9929 E 4 All 
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LAI Hereticks bave failed in this Point, that they 
do not rightly underſtand nor know the Article 
of Fuſtification ; how we are juſtified before God : 
for if that were loſt, then manifold Errors of Ne- 
11 would enſue. O then, how rich is Chriſt! 

low rich in Merit to pay God all that is due 


to him from the Sinner! O ſaith one, I am a 
great Sinner; ſaith another, I have great Imper- 


ions in my Duties; I am ſo carnal, ſo dead, 
fo wandering, ſo indifferent; I am afraid to come 
to God, I am ſo finful : Why, poor Soul, here 


is a Chriſt for you to live upon; here is Righte- 
.outneſs for Sin, Life for Death, Pardon for 
Condemnation : Then go to Chriſt, lay hold 
.of him by Faith as given of God to you, and 


then you will ſay with Paul, For me to live it 
Chrife. wry 

Secondly, As Chriſt is rich enough to repair 
all your Lofles ; o you are inrich'd with al 
NE of Chriſt, 1 Cor. iii. /t. For all i 
ours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. At 
if he ſhould 1ay, have you a Chriſt with God! 
Is your Chriſt 's Son, and is he Heir of al 
Things? Then all is yours? Pau / and Apol/os and 
Cepbas are all yours; all the Miniſters of Chriſ 
are ſent for the Good of the redeemed ones, all 


that are Chriſt's : Then the Saint may ſay, Is al 
mine? Is Life mine? Yes, Life is yours; for 


while you live, you ſhall live a fanctified Life: 


Well, but is Death mine? Many are afraid to 


die; Yes, Death is yours; Death is made your 


Friend ; Death is conquered in Chriſt ; and when 
Death comes, you need not be afraid to entertain 


| yore Lord's Meſſenger, that he ſends to fetch you 


% 


ome to his Glory: Death is ſent to fetch you 
out of your Houſes of Clay to mart your 
1. 4 cemet, 
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deemer, and fit on the Throne with him, and to 
enjoy your Lord in Glory. Saith the Believer. 
But how comes all this to be mine? Why, you 
are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's : All Things are 

ours, the Crowns above, the 'Thrones above, the 
aints above, the Angels above, Fulneſs of Joy 
above, Rivers of Pleaſure above; and how comes 
all this to be yours in Chriſt : Becauſe Chrift is 
God's, and God hath poſſeſſed him with all 
Things; and made him Heir of all Things; 
ore he enriches his Members with all Things: 
Then well may a Saint defire neither Life, nor 
any Thing in Life any further than he enjoys 
riſt. ä 

Thirdly, As Chriſt repairs all your Loſſes, and 
as you are enrich'd with the Treaſures of Chriſt, 
ſo he enriches your Souls alſo : As you have 
Riches above, and Riches below, ſo he enriches 
you within, When a Soul knows Chriſt, what 
2 glorious Knowledge of the Things above comes 
into the Soul ? He enriches your poor, dark, beg- 
garly Underſtandings ; for while a Man is igno- 
rant of Chriſt, what poor, low Things does he 
ſtudy and ſeek after ; but when a Soul comes to 
have Chriſt revealed to him, then the Soul come 
to aſpire and enquire after God and Chriſt, and 
the Things above; he enlightens the Underſtand- 
ing, that before did lead on the Affections to 

aſp after a little vain Pleaſures and Honours; 

nd Profits in this World, and now cauſes the 
Soul to purſue after higher Things ; then he en- 
riches the Will, I will make them a willing People 
in the Day of my Power, 'Pfal. cx. 3. It is a g 
ing, to have the Will ſubdacd, the Will 
renewed ; to have a perverſe, ſtubborn Will, now 
to ſer ve in che Beauties of Holineſs, - © - -/ 
Pits}: E 5 Secondly 


F , 2 


36 Chriſt 4 Chriſtian's" Life: 
. Secondly, He enriches the Affections with Fo y 
and Peace, and Delight: O what a Glory is it, 
to have the Affections raiſed up ! The Heartfet 
on Things above, on Jeſus Chriſt! The Soul is 
ſeeking atter Glory, the Heart is ſeeking -after 
Heavenly Things. When Jeſus Chriſt comes, he 
enriches all the AﬀeCtions of the Soul; The King's Ml . 
Daughter is all glorious within; Chriſt is ſo rich 
a Pearl, ſuch Riches in him, that he ſets © 
Doors to all that come; whoever came ſhall find 
Welcome; there is enough in him, for the Sinner Ml /# 
to live upon, while he lives here and to all Eter- 
nity. Aan aa | WW rial 
Thirdy, Chriſt is an Heart-chearing Pearl: O P. 
faith the Soul, could I but have Chriſt ſor mine, . 
enjoy Chriſt, how would my Heart rejoyce MW N 
Now when Chriſt ſhines with a Glimpſe of his i an 
Righteouſneſs into the Soul; O faith the Soul, re. 
that I could enjoy more of this Chriſt, more of an 
his Grace, of his Love ! Saith the Spouſe, He ſh 
brought me into the Banqueting-Houſe, and bis 
Banner over me was Love, Cant. ii. 4. Banners ha 
of Love, O what a cheartul Feaſt I have now bo 
think all the AMiQtions and Temptations 1 "© 
ve in the World can never caſt me n, the WM © 
Heart is cheared : What, is Ar tine? What, ” 
is God mine? Is Grace mine? And Righteoul- 
neſs mine? And Glory mine? This is an Heart. er 
chearing Pearl; O it is ſuch a Pearl, drink it in I lat 
all your Potions, and bring Chriſt in every Duty! I ba 
Then a Soul may take comfort and reaſon thus Ml **: 
with himſelf ; though I am dead in Duty, Chriſt ¶ „be 
lives; though I am finful, Chriſt is righteous; . 
though my Corruption abound, Chriſt's Grace 
th much more a Take Chriſt in every fa 
vetion, and. ;hn 9: Pace, (etl Can be cap 
9 TR] ] ; 
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ſtill ; I have fr the Lord always before me, (ſaith 
David) ſo ſhould you ſet Chriſt always before 
you, and when Satan or Conſcience accuſes, ſet 
Chriſt before you as your perfect Righteouſneſs: 
Saith the Pſalmiſt, P/a/m xvi. 8. I bave ſet the 
Lord always before me; becauſe he is at my 
Right-Hand, I ſhall not be moved. verſe 9. There- 


fore my Heart is glad, and my Glory regoiceth, my 


Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in Hope. verſe 10. For thou 
wilt not leave' my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou 
ſuffer thy holy one to ſee Corruption. If Chriſt 
ſhalt be raifed up to Glory, then I will live in 
_ of being raiſed up to Glory with him : The 
Imiſt ſpea ks prophetically of Chriſt : Neitber 
wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy one to ſee Corruption. 
Now faith the Believer, if Chriſt conquers Death, 
and Hell, and did not ſee Corruption, I may well 
rejoyce, for I ſet the Lord always before me; 
and whatever he enjoys I ſhall have a glorious 
ſhare in. 
Fourthly, He is an Everlaſting Pearl: Many 
have rich Pearls live on them, and ſpend them 
but live on Chriſt as long as you will, you wil 
never waſte Chriſt's Stock : All the Sinners, that 
ever came to the Gate of Mercy, and have been 
ſupplied with Mercy, ever fince the Drawbridge 
Mercy hath been let down, never diminiſh'd 
or leſſened Chriſt's Mercy: No, he is an Ever- 
png Pad for he that believes in Chriſt ſhall 
have Everlaſting Life : God ſo loved the World, 
that he gave his only begotten Son to die, that who- 
ſoever believed in bim ſhould not periſh but have 
everlaſting Life, John iii. 16. There you ſee is 
a Pearl that will Iaſt you for ever; when Friends 
fail you, and the World fail you, he will __ 
8 > 2 911 _— y 
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you. For be that believes ſhall never periſh, but 

Fiftbly, He is a moſt glorious Pearl: If ever 
you would live a glorious Life, live on Chriſt, 
who is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory ; We 
ſee bis Glory as the Glory of the only begotten Son 
of God, full of Grace and Truth. He is a glo- 
ious Pearl, therefore ſee to it; in all you enjoy, 
let Chriſt be the prime principal Thing, to be the 
all in all, and more than all in every Thing you 


enjoy. 

; The cighth Reaſon: A Believer defires not 
Life, nor any thing in Life, any further than he en- 
Joys Chrift ; for he knows Mat Chriſt is better 
than Life, P/a/. Ixiii. O God thou art my God; 
early will I ſeek thee, my Soul thirfteth for thee, 
#y Fleſb longeth for thee, in a dry and thirſty Land 
where no Mater is; to ſee thy Power and thy Glo- 
, as bave ſeen thee in the Sanctuary. Becauſe 
#by. loving Kindneſs is better than Life, my Lips 
ſpall praiſe thee : Thus will I bleſs thee while 1 
live, I will lift up my Hands in thy Name. Thon 
ſhalt be the Object of my Wor ip, thee alone 
will I truſt in, thee alone will I reſt on, becauſe 
thy loving Kindneſs is better than Life; thy Grace 
d Mercy, and Love in Chriſt is better than 
. Life : God is very gracious to give us our Lives; 
he did not owe us one Moment of Time. When 
we came into the World, he might immediately 
have ſent us to our Graves. . Firſt, God's Love 
in 1 is better than Life: How gra- 
cious is to preſerve us hitherto ? But what 
an Act of Grace to give Chriſt; when poor Sin. 
ners lay weltring in their Blood, for the Love of 
God, to pity them, and look on them, and be 

Row Chriſt upon them. 
Secondly, 
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of God's Love ; the Love of God 
in giving Chrift is more wonderful admirable 
than Life ilelf. This is a Wonder of Meyoy 
but the Wonder of God's Love in giving Chriſt, 
that is a greater Wonder. O the heighth ! O the 
depth! O the length and the breadth of the Love 
God, in giving Jeſus Chriſt 1 O the Riches 
of his Grace] His Love is paſt finding our: In 
giving Jeſus Chriſt there's height of Love, depth 
of Love, length of Love, breadth of Love; it 
is higher than Heaven : Though our Sins have 
reached to Heaven, — Chriſt's Love is higher 


than our Sins; it is than Hell; Hell jhall 
never prevail; all the Plots of Hell ſhall never 
prevail againſt a Believer : Then as to the breadth 
of it ; ſpread our Thoughts as fat as we can, we 
ean-never reach the Love of Chriſt to Sin- 
ners, it pafſeth Knowledge. Then as to Wel length 
ft 4 it is longer than Time, for it is ever- 


ing. 

Thirdly, It is better than Life, if we conſider 
the Bounties of it: How bountiful is God to give 
us Means and Mercies in our Life ? But Jeſus 
Chriſt is better than all, better than Silver or 
Gold, or all Things that can be defired ; who 


with him can compare? : 
- Fourtbly, 3 than Liſe, in regard of 
the Delights of Life; though we may enjoy all 
Comforts and Mercies of this Life, if we have 
not Peace with God, what good will they do us? 
A . Spirit who pow BARE Ws can — 
again a Sin- ing God? is not iſt 
better than Lier e zo tom 
Next, Chriſt is better than Life, if we confi- 
der that the Believer will never be feparated 


Chriſt is better than Life, becauſe of 
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from Chriſt ; But as for our Life, though we 
live a while, 'e're long we muſt lay down our 
Lives, we muſt all e're long away to the. Houſe 
7 for all living. But now as for Jeſus 
Chriſt, where there-is Union with him, the 
Soul lives to him and upon him, there is neither 
Liſe nor Death, Things preſent, nor things to 
come, ſhall ſeparate a. Believer from Chriſt. Rom, 
viii. 30, Neither beight nor depth, 'nor any Thing 
fall be able to ſeparate him from Chriſt. 

:| Nintbly, A Believer is well acquainted what 
it is to be without Chriſt, and know what it is 
to have Chriſt :. For me to live is Chriſt, (as if 
he ſhould ſay) I knew what it was once to live 
without him, to truſt to my own Works to live 
en any thing without him, I knew once what it 
was to: be withdut Faith, and without God, and an 
without true Hope, and without true Foy, and 4 
without true Conſolation; now I know what a au 
wonderful Change there is in me, and what a Te 
wonderful Difference there is between my living Sy 
in Chriſt, and my living without Chriſt ; before Ml he: 
if I had any hope, it was falſe ; if I had any ha. 
Comfort it was pony : But now my hopes il 0 
are built on another Foundation, and all my Com- you 
forts ſpring from another Fountain. Oh I would ö 
not live one Day without Chriſt, I would not ¶ out 
have one Mercy or Duty without him! While I WW - « 
lived without Chriſt, it was all loſt Time, I liv- WW ang 
ed on Vanity and Folly ; now I have many a i the 
weeping Eye, and fighing Heart, for thoſe Thi Wh, 
I once took delight in. O my Vanities! my loſt 454 
Days ! O that I knew Chriſt no ſooner! O that ¶ the 
I got not 3 with him beſore! Ala 
Firſt, The Believer will tell you, all the Days W and 
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of his Life beſore he knew Chriſt, were ent anor 
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Folly and Vhnity. O the Time that is run out 
in Vanity! O let me not live in any Comfort or 
Enjoyment where I do not enjoy Chriſt! O, faith 
the Soul, the Difference that is between the Joy! 
have in Chriſt, and the fooliſh mad Pleaſures I 
enjoyed when I lived out of Chriſt! Now Lord. 
et me not live but to glorify thee; Lord, I would 
be with thee, and glorify thee in all ; let Chrift 
be all in all tome: What weeping Eyes and 
wounded Hearts will Sinners have that live with- 
out Chriſt, when once they come to know Chriſt, 
that they lived ſo long without him! O how 
ready are poor Sinners to think we do them much 
wrong in wooing them to come to Chriſt, and ac- 
cept of him! But poor Sinner, when thou comeſt to 
know Chriſt, thou wilt then with a weeping Eye 
and Heart cry out, O let me not live, but to Chriff, 
A Believer will ſay, It is high Time for me to 
awake, and to be ſerious and earneſt in ſeeking 
Jeſus Chriſt  Many' are turned from vain Sin- 
ners to fooliſh Profeſſors; but take a true honeſt- 
hearted Believer, and ask him, what would you 
have? O that I may enjoy Chriſt, faith he. What 
would you have in every Duty? What would 
you have in Ordinances ? O let me have Chriſt 
or elſe they will be poor empty Wells with- 
out Water, Clouds without Rain to my Soul! 
Secondly, He will tell a it was not only vain 
and fooliſh, but altogether unprofitable. Saith 
the Apoſtle, What I counted gain, I found Loſs : 
What will it profit a Man to gain the whole World 
and loſe his own Soul? Mat. xvi. 26. Saith 
the Apoſtle, What I counted Gain, I found Loſs. 
Alas! What Profit ſhall I have of my Education 
and Learning ? I thought once I was as happy as 
another, and a little Duty would make me happy 
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for ever ; r am undone 
58 i ught if I gave God ſomething of 

ae, &y did: ome Dutics, and was ſomething A 
he vain World, I ſhould be happy? but Ml cb 
will do, ar can profit me e tr. 
for without I live in ——— I cannot fo 
A in Chriſt, wi 


1 1 * 
Chriſt; 
00 Chriſt, I cannot enjo 
ſneſs iv Chriſt, Fait 
' - Thirdly, I ſee all my Buer —— r worth. 
les Things out of Cheiſt ; 1 thought to have 
prayed my Way to Heaven, but I ſee all my Du 
ties are Droſs and let me not meet one of 
them without Chriſt : I had loſt my Prayers and 
my Soul, had not I been ſhip'd Md Cheilt, had 
I not had Chriſt to be my all, and in all; I fee 
all would have been unprofitable if I had pot had 
Chriſt ; Prayers, Sabbaths, hearing: What is al 
my y bearing, if I have not Chriſt ? So alſo th 
— of the Lord, and other Duties, what 
d they be to me without Chriſt ? They 
would =o + whited Sepulcbers, which within art 
full of dead Men's Bones and all (tg, 
uli. 27. O how miſerable was I before I knen 
and lived to Chrift ! Nay, faith a Be 
jever, I cannot tell you how wretched I was 
t 1 can tell you three Things, Firſt, 1 ba 
— unprofitabſe, I had never brou 
Fruit to God. Secondly, Uncomfortable * Ti 
1 Death, and unto all Eternity. Thirdly, 1 
been wretched and miſerable. O then, Com! 
to me, I will tell you what God bath done fa 
wy Soul, Pſal. Ixvi. 16. 
 Tenthly. A Believer deſires neither Meque not 
: nor Comforts, but what he may enjoy 
ſt in; AN a Believer hath experience 
bow bre Life of a Believer is * | 
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ſee that the Lord is good, Plal. xxxiv. 8, 9. O 
taſte and ſee how precious Chriſt is ! How rich in 
Mercy] How wonderful in Love! O tafte and ſee 
that the Lord is good; bleſſed is the Man that 
truſteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye bis 8 
for. there is no want to them that fear bim. 

will tell you what Chriſt hath done for me; J 
cryed unto the Lord and be beard me, I have ex- 
perienced it ; O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good, 
bleſſed is the Man that truſteth in him, that liveth 
upon him. So in 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. As new born 
Babes defire the fſmcere Milk of the Word that you 


may growthereby. If ſo be that ye bave taſted 
that the Lord is gracious. O faith the Soul, I 


ou have taſted that the Lord is gracious ? 'Then 

Chriſt be one at my Table, one in my Prayers, 
one in every Ordinance, one wherever I am: 
What have I taſted ? That the Lord is gracious, 
that is the beſt Sauce to my Meat, the beſt Com- 
fort Oy Soul ; O I have tafted ! What have 
you taſted ? That the Lord is gracious, I expe- 
rience ; I know what he is, be is the chief of ten 
thouland, I cannot live without him, I cannot 
oy any Mercy or any Comfort without him. 
Saith the Soul, What is this Friend? This is 
not Chrift ; and what is this Ordinance ? This 
is not Chriſt : What can I take Comfort in, if 1 
have not Chriſt? The Saints can rience, how 
precious Chriſt is; to 2 that 3 is 
precious, Mary came to the Sepulcbre, was 
the Place — the Lord lay, there were the 
Grave-Cloths, the Sepulchre, but her Lord was 
gone; where have you laid my Lord? There 
Mary ſtands weeping, I cannot live without 
Ch -. 5 
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ens, 


deſire I may live Chriſt, upon the Promiſes 
of Chriſt, upon the Love of Chriſt: What, if 


us| | 2 


Er 
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Chriſt : So a Soul comes to an Ordinance, Her 
is the Tomb! Here is the Grave-Cloths ! by 
where have they laid my Lord ? What Comſe 
is this or that? What is a Sabbath? What is 
Sermon ? What is a Sacrament ? What are Mean 
and Mercies without Chriſt ? Where have 50 
laid my Lord? Why, do you know him? Ye 
faith the Soul, he is the Chief of ten thouſand, | 
heard him ſpeak to me, my Siſter, my Spouſe; 
and I have, felt the ſounding of my Bowels to 
ward him, he hath moved my Heart, and I c: 
not be ſatisfied without him: I am ſick und 
Death, if I do not enjoy Chriſt : Thus the 80 
experiences what Chriſt is, he is the Chief of te: 
Thouſand: Why, he hath done more than te 
_ thouſand Worlds could have done? What is he 
I have taſted that he is gracious ; I have * 
.rienced the Bowels of his Mercies, the Wonden 
of his Grace; therefore ſaith the Pfalmiſt, Pſal 
cxvi. I believed, therefore have I ſpoken. Verſe; 
Gracious is the Lord, and rigbteous; yea, our Gol 
it merciful. 6. The Lord preſerveth the Simple; 
I was brought low. and he helped me. Saith th 
Poor Soul, I was as low as the Gates of Hell, | 
was as one without hope till Chriſt raiſed me up; 
.Chriſt was my Helper; God laid help on om 
that was mighty, what then? Now will Ilive upot 
this God; Return unto thy veſt, O my Soul; fir 
the Lord bath dealt bountifully with thee. Fo 
i hou baſt delivered my Soul from Death, mint 
yes from Tears, and my Feet 5 Cs alling. Thon 
haſt deliver'd my Soul from Eternal Death, mine 
Eyes from Tears of Sorrow, which I had, while 
they ſaid, Where is my God? My Feet from fall. 
ing into Sin, I will. walk before the Lord in tht 
Land of. ibe living; I will ive upon the Lore 
3 2 MH. 


lomſbhip with us; 
are that you may live as noble Lives as we do; 
and truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father and 


Beloved, let us po forth into the Fields; let 
lodge in the Villages; let us get up early to the 
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to the Lord in the Land of the Living. I be- 
lieved, therefore have I ſpoken ; what J ſet forth 
of the Wonders of the Lord, that have I expe- 
rienced. And faith the\ Apoſtle, 1 John i. 3. 
Theſe Things write we unto you, that ye alſo may 
bave Fellowſhip with us, and truly our Fellowſhip 
is with the Father and with the Son Jeſus Chrif 3 
0 


and we would have you live as we do, live on 
Chriſt as we do. O faith the Believer, that all 


Perſons did but know Chriſt, and live upon Chriſt: 


We write unto you, that ye alſo may bave Fel- 
for truly our Ends and, Aims 


with bis Son Feſus Chrift : It is God in Chrift that 
we live upon and have Communion with : O the 
Soul that experiences what it is to live on Chriſt, 


deſires in all Things to enjoy Chriſt. The Spouſe 


would not ſtep a Foot without him. Come 


Vineyards, let us ſee if the Vine flouriſh. Ah 


that have experience of Chriſt! Methinks it 


ſhould be your Voice always on your Beds, and 
in your walking, Come let us go, come my Beloved, 


and wake with me, come and watch over me 


Come my Beloved, let us go forth into the Field; 
let us lodge in- the Villages ; the Spouſe knows 
the Sweetneſs of his Company, the Excellency of 
his Preſence, the Glory of his Holineſs. With- 
out Chriſt, what would a Sermon or a Sabbath 
be? What though I could lay up Silver like 
Duſt ; if I could heap Gold like Pebble Stones, 
if I could. gain all:th: Riches of the World, what is 
it all without: Chriſt ? But the Belieyer knows 


what it is to enjoy Chriſt, and to live in 8 
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and therefore cries, O let him be with me in all 
I do, in all my Undertakings. Lord, my Soul 
waiteth and watches for thee, Pſalm cxxx. 6, 
My Soul watches for thee more than they that 
watch for the Morning. As a Man that is in 
Sorrow all Night, he longs for the break of the 
Day, Saith t e Plalmiſt, My Soul doth wait 
for the Lord, x am not an out-fide Profeſſor, my 
Soul is engaged in the Work. I wait for the 
2 more than they that watch for the Morn- 
What ſtirs up the good Man to this — 
pr longing for God ? Oh: he had the Ex 
of the liveet Comforts he had found in 
nion with the Lord ! That Soul muſt — be 
dead and careleis in ſeeking the Lord, that ex. 
periences not what it is to enjoy the Lord in Du- 
ties and Ordinances, O that it might pleaſe God 
to convince all you that hear me this Day, that 
have been formal, careleſs Proſeſſors ! Had you 
ever had a Taſte of Chriſt, you could not be — 
2. to go an fo cold el as moſt of you 


your Proſeſſi | 
eleventh Reaſon or Ground is ; this, A Be- 
lever knows it to be a glorious Life : We ar 
changed from Glory to Glory into the ſame 1 
mage. Now the Baliever knows it to be a glo- 
rious Life, becauſe he hath received, and doth ex. 
pect great 22 from Chriſt, Saith the Soul, | 
4 * — nom of, for I have received great 

ri 

have received che — my Sins 
a im; I was under the Wrath of God, but 
_ now I have Redemption through bis Bload, the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins — to the Riches of bis 


i. 7, I am a pardoned Soul 
N 1211 f 1 
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ſaved from Wrath by him, even that Jeſus that 
s from Wrath to come, 1 Thef. i. 10. 

Secondly, I have received Juſtification by him; 
a Righteouſneſs to ſtand before 2 being 2 
fied freely by his Grace, Rom. ii, 24. 

Thirdly, I received SanAification from hi 
Aﬀs xxvi. 28; Who were ſand#ified through Fat wth 
is Chrift WT | 

Fourobly, | '1 have eceived Confolation from 
_ t expect great Things to come, 

OG this poor carchly Te cle is 
1 ore, for Chriſt to raiſe me; not only to 
raiſe my Body out of the Grave, but to change 
my vile Body, and faſhion it like unto his glorious 
Body, Phil. Iii. 21. L do to ſee my Lord 
coming with his glorious Train, when the laſt 
Trump ſhall blow, awaking me out of m 


bat WH and raifn uþ My Daft at the aft Day, John vi. 
you hriſt's a a great G 

n. De. hi 13, by Looking for that ble % Hope and 
1008 and glovibus appearing of Fhe _ God and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chrift, who gave bimſeIf for us, that 
Be. be might vedee m us from * Iniquity and y 
ale By affo himſe uliar e zealous 

LO Works. Pr le Beliceer 1 live 2 
zlo- 2 1 ans reat Toing from Chriſt when 
er. ve a blefled Hope, I deſire he 
VI may ray be 2 all in my Life ; I 166k for 
eat 52 when Chriſt comes z it is a blefſed 
1 Wu : When will you have 

108 — be the — Appearance 
but i t aviour Feſns Grit: 
te Wl Why ea jou exe ih great Things ? I will 
bi tell 7 yok; beta 


am redeerned me. 'You't bare low Then 


Himſelf ke me, wor 
ved Chriſt, can you expekt great Things from 


Can 
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Gon you ſay even Amen, ſi come Lord Feſus ; 
you that ſeldom invite him into your Cloſets now, 
can you now expect his coming will be joyful to 
you ?. Will you not rather fay, Ler not 2by Chas 
riot Wheels make ſuch ſbeed, for I am not read, 

What, is he a coming? Have you a 

Hope in him? If one of you 8 
and ſay, Do you hope for Chriſt's coming? They 
would ſay, yes; but have a Care for many have 
a curſed Hope, a vain Hope, and a bad Hope, a 
deviliſh Hope I fear. When Chriſt comes, many 
will be dreadfully miſtaken. What can you ex- 

& at Chriſt's coming, when you do not defire 
rift here ? A little Thing takes their Hearts off 
m Chriſt ; their Hearts are more ſet on other 

Things than Chriſt; they have not invited Chriſt, 
nor have a blefled Hope in Chriſt : But all you 
Saints that have made Chriſt your Life, will 
have a bleſſed Hope in Chriſt at Death. You 
chat can k with Comfort you defire not Liſe, 
nor any Means nor Mercies but A enjoy 
Chriſt in them. Tou will have a bleſſed Hope 
when the glorious Trump is ſounded before him; 
vou will ay, What, is that the Voice of my. 

? Is this Trump for me? Muſt I awake, 
be raiſed up, be glorified with my Lord; go in 
with my 2 o in with the glorious Church | 
Triumphant, and fit upon the Throne with them; Ne 
but for the poor, careleſs, lifeleſs, legal, formal ll: 
Proſeſſor, the dead-hearted and. trifling Proſeſſot, 
Chriſt's coming will be a dreadful appearing to 
you: What is Chriſt's ＋ aring, when I have 
not pagdy him my Life, IL have. not lived upon 
him, Lhave not lived to him 2 I am at a Diſtance 

m him, I ama Stranger to him. O ſee how 
furious are his Chariot Wheels | Is that him in 
12 es 
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Flames of Fire? What makes the Moun- 


tains tremble? O my Heart, how can'ſt thou 
but ſhake at the Sight of him; but the Saint, 


e rejoyces, and by — and waits ſor the glo- 


„ions ap my eſus Chriſt, O Saint, have 
d Wyou but little ut ſhort Hints here ? but 
ie Comfort — ? hoy eat Comfort is, 

bat you make Chriſt y ife, that you iv 


on Chriſt ; and tho' you 4 A Joy | but little now, I 
ell you there is great Things tor you when Chrjft 
pears ; 2 for that glorious appearing of 
72 reat God, and our Saviour, who: gave 
elf for me. O, we a Believer, | I long to an 
hat Face that was ſpit upon for, me Lcd fer 3 | 
de that glorious Body that was 
hat glorious Head that was "ad with 
Thorns for me; thoſe Hands and Feet that were 
ailed to the Groſs for me. It will be a bleſſed, 
Pe Hope, the Lord Jeſus's appearing. Oh 
ong to ſee him: I expect glorious 2 3 
expect a glorious Crown, gloves Robes, a 
ious Throne ; I expect everl Joy, 1 1 
xpet Rivers of Pleaſure. Is not this an Induce- 


— nent to a Belicver to make Chriſt his Liſe? When 
ke, Ne expect great Things, how does it cauſe us to 
in Ie intent about them ? Where a Soul N 
rch Things, and great Things from Chriſt, they will 
mz Ive I. J ft Chrift, and to Gris, make Chriſt their 
* all Mercies, and Comſorts, and Enjoy- 


. what is the Reaſon man or, carnal. 
lead Proſeſſors, and have low Thoug ts of thoſe 


| bings that are preached in the Got but be- 
— wſe they never cler Chriſt ? Ty it is as 
ince uch as ever they can do to creep along i in x tha 


Nays of God; and may 1 
ence = cagkes them to perform Du ut where 
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the Soul hath glorious and high ExpeQations, it I Gl 
is otherwiſe ; Sat Things he hath done for them, Il fetc 
and great Things he is doing ; he is advocating baſ 
and interceding with the Father, anſwer all Ac. Tf 
cuſations, and pleading for _ Sinners. 7g, Th 
to prepare a Place for you, faith Chriſt, and will I in 

come again and fetch you, that where I am Gn 
be alſo. I am going jr? mg for you Man 
ſions of Glory, Robes of Glory, Crowns of Glo. be 
ry, Immortal Glory: Is not this Lord, to be livd Har 
upon? And to be defired more than all Thing beli 
that can be"defired ? Therefore had you every i: 
ienced what it is to enjoy Chrift, and live and 
on Chriſt, you could not but have high and glo- the 
rious Thoughts of the bleſſed Jeſus ; you could} vort 
not but have your Hearts raiſed up with high ben 
ExpeRation what he will do for you. But poor othe: 
trifling formal Profeſſor, whatever thou proſeſſeſi /i 
I fear thou knoweſt not Jeſus Chriſt, Ask your 
Heart, have I glorious Hopes of Chriſt's appear- 
ing? Have I glorious Hopes of reigning with 
him in Heaven? Doth he reign in my Heart 
now ? Do I prize him, and make him my Al, 
defire him in all, and glorify him above all!! 
believe, ſhould yu put this Queſtion to you 
Souls, you would many of you know that you 
are Strangers to Chriſt. But a Believer that cu alive, 


erience the Love of Chriſt, is lifted up i ben 
Admiration of the Wonders of his Grace, crying ad- 
out, Oh, what Wonders of Grace; what gie for th 
tious Love ? What a precious Redeemer is this Wthe B 


Did he die for me? Did he cry out, ry Galle 
God, and was I on his Heart, when he dram 
the Brook by the Way, and lift up his Heat 
and was it for me? He went out of the Worl 
by a curſed ſhameful Death up to his 12 
221 0 
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i Glory, and faid, that he would come again to 
fetch me; he will make Death to be a ſweet Em- 
baſſador for me, the Angels will come and con- 
; rey my Soul to Glory. O what will be your 
2 oughts when you ſhall ſee your Lord coming 
in the Clouds, when you ſhall hear him ſay, 
„one you bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
„on prepared for you, before the Foundation of 
io. MW the World; and fit down with Palms in your 
„Hands, and with Crowns on your Heads; furely 
ol believing that he is your Lord, and that his Glo- 
rer ry is your Glory, and that he will come again 
el and fetch you, then you ſhall be for ever with 
lo- the Lord, 1 The. from 13 to 18. But I would 
ual not have you to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning 
ig ther which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even as 
oor others which have no hope. For if we believe that 
oct Feſirs died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 
ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. For this 
i we may Jay unto you by the Word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive, and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent them which 
are aſleep. For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
om Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice of the 
ou Archangel, and with the Trump of God; and the 
dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firft : Then we which are 
nl alive, and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
i ther in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the Air ; 
in «nd /o we ſball ever be with the Lord. So much 
for the eleventh Reaſon, This is a glorious Life 
the Believer hath experienced, and that becauſe 
r hath great Expectation of what Chriſt will 
do for him, as well as what he hath done for 


Im; thererefore defires to make this bleſſed 
Mctriſt his Life. 


F The 
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'The Twelfth Reaſon is, becauſe a Beljever can 
ſe no Object ſo glorious as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the 
is: And faith the Soul, all I can ſee, I count it m 
all empty, in Compariſon of Chriſt ; for to ſe the 
the Father in the Son chooſing me in Election 8 
before the World was, to fee this glorious Loe“ 
out of the Boſom of the Father, to be given 7 
for me, to be my Ranſom and Salvation ; 0 
bow glorious an Object is he to behold ! O bon Gu 
glorious is the Sun in the Firmament that light. cr. 
ens the whole World! But then, O how glo. live 
rious is he that came out of the Boſom of tbel 
Father, the Brightneſs of his Glory ! O my Soul, to | 
let me behold him, and live upon him! I en lis 
ſee no way but he is glorious ; O love for De. I in! 
light ! g00 
The Thirteenth Reaſon, A Believer deſires ti G 
live on Chriſt, becauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath Jer 
id all and done all for him, he hath bought al“ 
. for him; and faith the Believer, all I have ih 
from Chriſt ; have I Peace, Hope, Joy? It A 29! 
all bought by Chriſt : I might have had a de fr 
{pairing Soul, or a curſed K 7 ; I might bar .* 

been under the Curſe and Wrath of God; ! 
might have been among the damned Souls, that 
are roaring in Hell: But have I Peace 0 
Conſcience, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ? Chriſt hath 
bought and brought me to the Hope of an it 
corruptible Kingdom of Glory; and as he hath 
bought all and paid for all, I live upon him for 
all: As the Apoſtle faith, 1 Pet. i. 3. Bleſſed l 
the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chrifi 
which according to his abundant Mercy hath be 
otten us again unto à lively hope. All the Jo | 
ave, and Hope I have of Heaven is bought by 


Chyiſt ; all the Enjoyment of God I have, n 1 
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nin dhe Glory my Soul is crowned with, all the Joy 
my Heart is filled with, is bought by Chriſt; 
cel therefore faith the Apoſtle, Bleſſed be the God 


lion and Fat her of our Lord Feſus Chriſt who hath be- 
oel gotten to us a lively hope by the Reſurrection of 


| eſus Chriſt from the dead. It is Jeſus Chriſt 
0 Wt ranſomed me from Death, from Hell, from 


Guilt of Sin; he hath bought an Inheritance, in- 

+ corruptible and undefiled, therefore I defire to 
910 live upon him. | 
1 The Fourteenth Reaſon, The Believer deſires 
o to live upon Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he works all 

his Works in him: There is not a good Motion 
De. in bim, but Chriſt is the Worker of it; not a 

good Thought or good Action, but all is from 
ri. Va. xxvi. 12. Lor d, thou wile ordain Peace 
bath for us; for thou haſt wrought all our Works in 
tal . The Lord hath wrought for me Redempti- 
e ul on, Salvation, Sanctification, Conſolation and 
R þ . Glory ; therefore I will live upon him 

or all. 
4 So much for the Doctrinal Part, and Reaſons 
of the Propoſition, why a Believer deſires to live 
upon Chriſt and to Chriſt in all: The Applica- 
tion follows. 

The firſt Inference from the Point, is this, If 
it is ſo, that the Defires of a Believer run out in 
all after Chriſt, to enjoy him more than all. If 
Chriſt is a Believer's Li 
needs live a very-fruitful Life : A Believer's Life 
is no barren nor unfruitful Life, he cannot be a 
barren Tree ; there are no unfruitful Branches 
Win Chriſt, that fruitful Vine : He that chooſes 
Chriſt with his whole defire, to make Chriſt his 
al, he muſt needs be a fruitful Liver, increaſing 
In the Grace and DN of Jeſus _ 

2 


ife, then a Believer muſt 


\ 
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deed a Believer may have ſome dark Days that 
look gloomy, he may have ſome Summer Droughts 
may make him look withered ; notwithſtanding 
he is ſound at Koot, he hath rooting in Chriſt; 
For me to live is Chriſt, faith the Apoſtle ; while 
I live I will have my Life bound up in him, and 
cc all. from him: A Soul that does thus, can- 

not have an unfruitful Life ; there may be ſome 
Summer Droughts : But is Chriſt your Life ? And 
do you expect him to be your All, and wrap up 
om in Chriſt, it is impoſſible for you to be 
arren ; for I tell you, you thai look up, expect. 
ing to have your Life of Grace and Comfort from 
Chriſt, he will not let your Expectation fail. I 
do not ſpeak, what you are ſometimes in your 
Senſe and Feeling, but what you are by Faith 
in Chriſt. As that good Mr. Peacock, he had a 
Summer's Drought. Saith he, I feel an Hell in 
any Conſcience, crying out of the woful Burden of 
his Sins, ſaying, how woful and miſerable is my 
State that muſt converſe with Hell-Hounds | the 
Standers-by asked him to pray, I cannot, ſaid he; 


| ſuffer us to pray for you; he reply'd, Take not 


God's Name in vain for a Reprobate us I am: 
Yet after theſe grievous Pangs, this bleſſed Saint 
found much Comfort as did appear by his Ex- 
preſſions: I have been far led, and deeply trou- 
bled with Temptaion and Sting of Conſcience, I 
thank God, they are ceaſed in good Meaſure ; I de- 
fore may not be branded for a Caſt-away or Re- 
probate. He declared, that he renounced his in- 
confiderate Speech in his Trouble and Tempta- 
tion, humbly and heartily asking Mercy of God 
for them ; and after receiving a little more Light, 
that through Mercy did ariſe in his Heart, he 


broke forth in ſuch Speeches as theſe : I do feel 


God 
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God be praiſed, ſuch Comfort, that if I bad an 
hundred Worlds I could not make Satisfaction for 


ſuch an Iſſue; the Sea is not fuller of Water, nor 


the Sun of Light, thun God is of Mercy; his Mer- 
cies are ten Thouſand Times more : What Cauſe bave 
I to magnify the great Goodneſs of God, that hath 
bumbled, nay, rather exalted ſuch a wretched Miſ- 
creant, one of ſo baſe a Condition to a State ſo 
glorious und ſtately ; the Lord hath bonoured me 
with his Goodneſs, I am ſure he hath prepared a 
glorious Kingdom for me; the Joy I feel in my 
Heart is incredible. | 
Mr. Glover, in his Trouble and caſting down, 
thus complains: What he felt inwardly in his 
Spirit, no Speech was able to expreſs; he lay 
languiſhing in Trouble for the ſpace of five Years, 
he took no comfort in Meat or Drink, nor any 
Pleaſure in his Life ; being under the Senſe of 
ſome back-{liding, was perplexed, as if he had 
bcen in the deepeſt Pit of Hell ; he did not eat 
his Food from any Appetite, but for this End, to 
defer his Damnation, thinking with himſelf, that 
he muſt needs be thrown into Hell ſo ſoon as his 
Breath was out of his Body ; yet after this Sum- 
mer Drought, this Servant of the Lord had ſweet 
Showers of Mercy from Chriſt his Life ; after 
his many Years Buffetings and ſtrong Temptati- 
ons, he received great Comfort, and afterward 
lifed altogether an Heavenly Life. No Art of 
Man, no Arm of Fleſh, no Earthly Comfort, no 
Earthly Power can poſſibly heal 
or help in this Condition; neither My. B's Caſes 
Men nor Angels, Friends nor Phy- of Conſcience. 
fick, Gold nor Silver, Pleaſures 
nor Profits, Preferments or Favours ; infinite 
|  & Hs Skill 
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Skill. muſt take this in Hand or elſe never any 
Cure and Recovery can be had. | 
A poor Believer may be brought ſo low thro 
Temptation and Deſertions, that they that be- 
hold them: may think they are caſt off by God; 
but the Believer's Life is hid in Chriſt, and doth 
yet hope for a Time of Refreſhing ; as one that 
ſtands by the Trees and Plants perceiving them 
to look withered, tells the 8 that he had 
as good cut them down as let them incumber the 
Ground, for he believes they are dead; but ſaith 
the Gardiner you are miſtaken, the Root is alive 
in the Ground, I hope for a good Shower from 
Heaven to revive them ; a Believer by Faith be- 
holds his Liſc in Chriſt expecting for the droop- 
ing of his Spirit to revive his drooping _— Saith 
the Saint you think, becauſe I am under Temptation 
and burdened with Sin, my Hope is gone ; no, in 
Chriſt my Root is green, and I wait to have his 
Grace and Comforts poured out, and I ſhall be raiſ- 
ed up again. Saith David, I /cok to the everlaſting 
Hills from whence my belp comes, Pla. exxiii. 1, 2. 
Unto thee lift I up mine Eyes, O thou that dwelleſt in 
the Heavens. Behold, as the Eyes of the Servants 
look-unto the Hand f their Maſters, and as the 
Hes of a Maiden unto the Hand of her Mictreſi, 
fo our Eyes wait upon the Lord our God. (how 
long?) Until that he have Mercy upon us, Pſalm 
CXX1. 1. I look, ſaith David, to the Hills, that 
is, to Sion Hill, where God meets his People, 
through Faith in God by Chriſt : David did not 
look to the Tabernacle barely, but to God in 
Chriſt figuratively. P/a/. xviii. 24. Our belp is 
in the Name of the Lord, who made Heaven and 
Farth ; and do you behold that God, that made 
the Heavens, that made all Things ? Do you » 
the 
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the Clouds? Do you ſee the glorious Sun? To 
that God will I look, 'till he break the Clouds 
and ſend down Streams that glad the City of 
God. I lift up my Eyes to God in Chriſt, I 
life up my Eyes to the everlaſting Hills, to the 
Eternal Love of God in Chrift and everlaſtin 
Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, till he loo 
down on me, and look into my Soul ; therefore 
though you ſee me look like a barren Tree in 
Summer Drought, it does but make me long the 
more for a Shower for watering, that is it, I look 
up for. O Saint! What do you expect to fee ? 

faith he, though Satan tempt me, and Con- 
ſcience may trouble me, and my Soul be caſt 
down, that I am a Sinner, a condemned Sinner; 
but I will look up, 'till God reveals Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, Rom. i. 17. For therein is the 
Righteouſneſs of God revealed from Faith to Faith, 
as it is written, The Fuſt ſha!l live by Faith. 

A Beltever muſt needs live a thriving Life, 
that lives on Chrift : The Truth of which among 
the reſt that might be brought to prove this, 
| ſhall only lay down three Things to demon- 
ſtrate, That every true Believer's Soul is in a 
thriving and froſperous State, that can neither 
= from the State of Grace nor loſe any one 

race, 

Fir, Chriſt is the Fountain of Life whom they 
are nnited to. 

Secondly, Rain from Heaven to water them in 
Time of Drought. 

Thirdly, The Sun of Righteouſneſs to revive 
them in Winter Seaſons. 

Firſt, Jeſus Chriſt is the Fountain of Life, the 
vital Fountain from whence a Believer hath a 
continual Supply of Grace to maintain his Spi- 


F 4 ritual 


* 
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ritual Life, Fohn xiv. 19. Becauſe I live you — 
tive alſo. We may ask them that talk of fallin 
ſrom Grace, what the Child told the Mother. 
have heard of a godly Woman, being leſt a Wi. 
dow in great Diſtreſs, the Children crying for 
Bread, and ſhe having none to give, faith the 
Mother, Chiliven be comforted for God lives; 
the Child ſometime after ſaw the Mother cry, 
Mother, faith the Child, is God dead ? We may 
ut this Queſtion to the Arminian, when he pleads 
For falling from Grace, Is Chriſt dead, that a 
Believer can fall from Grace? Who hath ſaid, 
Becauſe I live, you ſtall live alſo ; while Chriſt 
hath it, a Believer ſhall never want, Phil. iv. 19, 
But my God ſhall ſupply all your Need according to 
bis Riches in Glory by Chriſt Feſus. A Believer 
ſhall not want Grace to maintain his Spiritual 
Warfare ; if he live fighting he ſhall die con- 
quering; Fohn. i. 16. Of his Fulneſs have we all 
received, Grace for Grace. The Believer hath all 
in a way of receiving ; Adum had his Stock in 
his own Hands, he loſt it ; but a Believer's Stock 
is in the Hands of Chriſt and ſhall never be loſt; 
He is the Author and Finiſher of their Faith, Heb. 
XII. 2. 
As the firſt Adam, that we by Nature are 
all in, is the Original of our 
Mr. Gale's Sum- Death and Miſery; ſo is the 
— of *. 4 Lord Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond 
nw Jo da e 1200 en Adam in Believers and they in 
him, who is the original Cauſe 
of their Reſtauration and Life, who gives daily 
Supplies to them out of his infinite Fulneſs. What 
Good is there in Man, but what is firſt in Chriſt, 
as the original Head of the Covenant and pub- 
lick Receiver? Wouldſt thou fee God's FW and 
| race 
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Grace ſtreaming towards thy Soul, muſt thou 
not ſee it firſt lodged in Chriſt as the Fountain 
of all ? Doſt thon defire to ſee all thy Sins wiped 
off ? Muſt thou not firſt ſee them wiped off from 
Chriſt thy Repreſentative 2 Wouldſt thou by a 
Proviſion of Faith ſee thyſelf in a glorified State? 
O then by Faith look on Chriſt the Head of the 
Covenant glorified for thee. Alas! If thou look 
on thyſelf in thyſelf, growing out of thine own 
natural Root, what art thou but as a Branch cut 
off from the Olive Root. But how comfortable 
and ſweet it is to ſee thy ſelf crucified, acquitted 
and plorified in Chriſt the Head of the Cove- 
nant 

The Soul that lives on Chrift ſhall neither loſe 
norlack Grace, but ſhall have daily ſupplies from 
Chriſt, who is. an Everflowing Fountain of Grace 
and Comfort. So long as there runs Oil from 
the Olive Branches, there ſhall never want Light 
in the Lamps: This Oil from the Olive Branches 
that runs through the Golden Pipes is the Em- 
blem of Supernatural Grace filled from the true 
Olive-Tree, ever emptying them- 
ſelves and are ever full ; fo are My. Pool's An» 
Goſpel Ordinances filled by Chriſt, notations. 
always filling his Members true 
Chriſtians, and ever full for all Believers : It 
pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all Ful- 
neſs dwell ; and that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
both active and willing to com- 
municate it to Believers accord- zy. Hutcheſon's 
ing as their Want requires. He Expoſirion on Te- 
allo may be pointed at in his two chariah. 
Offices by * two golden Pipes 
conveying the Oil from the Trees to the Can- 
dleſticks, it being * bis Merit as Prieſt, 

5 


and 
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and his Efficacy as King, that the Fulneſs in him 
becomes ours ; it is the Enjoyment of Chriſt in 
Ordinances that doth refreſh the Believer's Soul 
with the Joys of God's Salvation, and cauſeth him 
to flouriſh like a Palm-Tree in the Courts of their 
God, Pal. xcii. 13. If the Death of Chriſt hath 
brought unto us Righteouſneſs and Life, what 
{ſhall his Life do? If our Saviour dying paid the 
Price, what ſhall he do now being alive and in- 
terceding for us ? For Chriſt liveth and dwelleth 
in the Heart: If the Remembrance of his moſt 
holy Merit live and flouriſh in it, draw me Lord 
Jeſus that I may be poſſeſſed in the Truth of the 
hing the which here I expect by the firmneſs of 
Hope. Let thy Servant I pray thee be with thee 
and behold thy Glory, John xvii. 23. And let him 
#nbabit the Manſions which thou haſt prepared in 
thy Father's Houſe, John xiv. 2, 
Gerard's Me- Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy 
diations. Houſe, O Lord, they ſhall Paal 
thee for ever and ever. Plalm 
IXxxiv. Verſe 4. ; 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Diſcourſe with 
Martha about Lazarus, declares himſelf to be the 
Fountain of Life, Grace and Glory. John xi. 21. 
ſaith Martha to Jeſus, Lord, if thou hadit been 
bere my Brother had not died. Here is 1. Her 
Senſibleneſs of their own Weakneſs and Frailty. 
2. Of Chriſt's Power, If thou hadſt been here my 
Brother bad not died. Jeſus ſaith unto her, Ty 
Brother ſball riſe again. Chriſt ſpeaks in general, 
to bring her Faith to her particular Cale. Mar- 
eba laid, I know it, be ſhall riſe again in the Re- 
ſurrection. It is an eafier Matter to believe fu- 
ture Things many Times than preſent, becauſe 


future Things are put off by Suppoſition. ney 
: ay, 
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ſay, they believe the Reſurrection of the Body; 
but if they did really believe that their Bodies 
ſhould be raiſed up, and ſtand before God's Tri- 
bunal, would they live quietly in a Chriſtleſs 
State, or miſtruſt God in preſent Streights ? If 
we did but ſtand on the 8 Mouth, and 
conſider, Shall all this Duſt be raiſed up? Shall 
every Perſon be raiſed up in order? Cannot this 
Cod deliver out of all Streights ? Said Martha, 
Lord, if thou hadſt been here my Brother had not 
died; (but that was more than Martha knew) 
ſhe depended too much upon his bodily Preſence, 
It may be, that ſhe thought Chriſt would have 
prayed for her Brother, and ſo he would not have 
died ; but Chriſt comes to take her off of ſome 
depending on ſenſible Things, and to live by 
Faith, Jeſus faith unto her, Thy Brother ſhall 
riſe again. Saith ſhe, I know at the Reſurrection 
be ſhall riſe. Jeſus faith unto her, I am the Re- 
ſurrection and the Life, he that believeth on me 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live. Martha 
had a general Faith at the Reſurrection, but how 
to believe at the preſent that her Brother ſhould 
be raiſed up again, ſhe knew not. When Jeſus 
told her that her Brother ſhould live, ſaith ſhe, 
Lord, he bath been dead four Days ; it ſeemed 
an Impoſſibility that he ſhould riſe again; yet 


before the believed the Reſurrection of the Dead. 


Was it a greater Impoſſibility to raiſe him up, 


when no part of him was diminiſhed, than o 


raiſe him up at the laſt Day ? Saith Chriſt, J 
am the Life, I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day; 
and am not I able to raiſe up thy Brother that 
hath been dead but four Days ? So ſhould a Be- 


liever "7 within himſelf under his Doubts and 


Fears ; Did the Lord convert me ? Bring me out 


. 
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of a State of Sin and Miſery ? Quicken me when 


t was dead? And will he not give me Life:. 


Can he raiſe up Lazarus when dead four Days, 
and cannot he raiſe up my dead Heart ? Saith 
Chriſt, Iam the Life, | am, the Original of Life; 
I am the firſt that gives Life ; all are dead Sin- 
nerstill I come to quicken them, *tjll I come to 
bring Life to your Souls. Whoſorver liveth and 
belie veth in me ſhall never die, for I am the Prin- 
ciple of their Life ; as I gave them Life at firſt, 
- do I alſo continue their Life, they ſhall never 
4 | 
When Death comes the Immortal Soul is alive; 
it is but the Body that is gone to the Duſt, that 
will be raiſed up again; that will be a glo- 
rious Body for the Soul to live with in Eternal 


on: 

What an exceeding Joy is it then for a Be- 
Hever, that Chriſt is the vital Fountain of his 
Life? Though Death be at the very Door, it 
ſhall never come into the Soul: Though there 
may be a Separation for a Time, the Soul is with 
Chriſt and the Body united to Chriſt, that the 
Believer may be rather ſaid zo ſleep, than die. 
The Root of his Comforts are alive. There may 
be a Death on a Believer's outward Mercies and 
Comforts, yet it fhall never come into his Soul, 
As we ſee the Trees in the Winter ſeem to be 
dead, fo the Believer ; they may fear the Death 
of their Comforts or Graces; though they may 
have the Withdrawings of God's Preſence, yet 
as the Trees in Spring, they revive and ſprout 
forth ; ſo ſhall they revive, and Death ſhall not 
enter into their Souls. Saith Paul, Who ſball de- 
liver me from the Body of this Death? I thank 
God for the Victory through Chriſt, There is 
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Death in myſelf, but Chriſt gives me Victory; 


he removes it, he carries it aways though it be 
at the Door, it ſhall never come in at the Door; 
if there be deadneſs upon the Heart, Chriſt is 
Life to my Soul ; if there be Corruptions ſtrong 
and great, Chriſt is the Fountain of Life, to in- 
noble me to outgrow all: As we may ſay of 
young Children that are weak and infirm, the 
will outgrow their Weakneſſes. So Children of 
God will outgrow their Infirmities; they will 
outgrow their Corruptions and inward Weakneſs, 
they ſhall have ag e's over them, they ſhall be 
Conquerors at the laſt. Chriſt being the vital 
Fountain of Life, a Believer muſt needs live a 
growing flouriſhing Life, the Lord Chriſt doth 
water them at the Root, P/a/mr i. The godly Man 
is like a Tree planted by a River of Water, which 
withered not, but bringeth forth Fruit in due 
Seaſon, becauſe there is a vital Fountain, there is 
Life at the Root. J/aiah xli. 18. The Prophet 
ſpeaking of Chriſt's being Life to his Church, he 
is ſaid to be Rivers of Water in bigh Places. 
Were not Chriſt Rivers of Water, the Saint would 
be dry at Root ; but he is Rivers of Water in a 
dry Place. Small Rivers may flow from a Foun- 
tain that may be ſtop'd, but 
Chriſt is the ever-flowing Foun- 1, Robinſon?, 
tain that none can * Rivers Chriſt all in all. 
may be ſtop'd in Time of 
Drought, but nothing ſhall ſtop the Grace of 
Chriſt. Cold Weather may freeze up Rivers, but 
the coldeſt, deadeſt Heart that is, ſhall not freeze 
up Chriſt's Grace ; he will be Rivers of Water 
in dry Places. Other Rivers may dry of them- 
ſelves, but all our Unworthineis ſhall not bar 
Chriſt's Grace from the Soul, 

Chriſt 


| 
1 
| 
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Chriſt is ſet forth excellently by that Rock 


our Fathers drank of, and the- Rock followed 
hem, and that Rock was Chriſt, 1 Cor. xx, 4. 


t 
How did the Rock follow them? The Water 


that was in the Rock followed them by ſome 
Channels or little Rivers in the Wilderneſs : 80 
doth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his poor bewildered 
People; he not only is ready to give them Grace, 
but follows them with Grace, and follows them 
with Mercy. Goodneſs and Mercy ſball follow me 
all the Days of my Life, Pſal. xxiii. 6. Alas, if 
we ſhould ſtand by the Rock never fo long, could 
we by ſmiting cauſe the Water to guſh forth ? But 
this Water is ſo free, that it flows to the Believer : 


- Chriſt follows the Believer with his Grace, fol- 


lows them with his Comforts, follows them with 
Supports, follows them with new Refreſhments. 
If this Rock did not follow us, it would be lon 

enough before we ſhould go to this Rock : Chrif 
follows the Soul with Divine Grace as the Soul 
ſtands in Need of it. The Rock ſmitten by No- 
ſes ſupplied the Iſraelites, and Chriſt ſmitten by 
the Chrſe of the Law ſupplies the Church, not 
with Earthly Mater, but with Heavenly Rivers 
of Grace and Comfort, following Believers not 
for a Time, but indeficiently and for ever. Chriſt 
told the Woman of Samaria, He that drinketh 
of this Water, it ſball be a Well of Water ſpring- 
ing up unto eternal Life. I am the Reſurrection 
from the dead, the Reſurrection from the Death 
of Sin, and alſo the Life of the Soul, to live in 
and upon Chriſt. He that believes in me ſhall 
never die, no Death ſhall lay hold on him to 
ruin him, nor ſeparate him from God; and tho 
- Death'come on the Body, he is ſaid never to die, 
becauſe he ſhall Jive for ever. TRY the 
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Saint in Chriſt every Day he lives ; he is living 
ſo upon Chriſt, that he is daily getting on his 
Way to Glory, and is nearer to Heaven and Hap- 
ineſs. Chriſt faith, Becauſe I live, ye foall live 
alſo; If the Root die the Branches muſt. needs 
die; but the Root cannot die, and the Branches 
ſhaſl not die: Therefore in bu xv. he faith, that 
he is the Vine, and the Believer is be Branch; 
that is the Reaſon the Soul that lives in Chriſt, 
and one in Chriſt muſt needs live a flouriſhi 
and increaſing Life, becauſe Chriſt is the vita 
Fountain of Life, to keep the Soul of a Be- 
liever flouriſhing and green at Root; it ſhall 
2 be like the barren Hypocrite or barren A- 
ate. : 
Secondly, Chriſt is ſaid to come down as Rain 
upon his Church and People, to keep them wa- 
tered, to keep them freſh and flouriſhing. Now 
ou muſt note, there muft be a good Root, a 
drin Root, or otherwiſe all the Rain that is, 
will do no good to the Soul. Col. i. 19. Ir pleaſed 
the Father, that in him ſbould all Fulneſ dwell ; 
ot as he is the vital Fountain from whence their- 
is Life is derived, fo is he manifeſting his Grace to 
ot them, and ſo is faid to come down as Rain on 
iſt them, in Pſal. Ixxii. This Pſalm was 
th when David was on his Death-Bed, and or- 
2 ders Solomon to be crowned, he ſpeaks of Solo- 
on mon, Give the King thy Judgment, O Lord, and 
th thy Righteouſneſs unto the King's Son : And then 
in he ſpeaks prophetically of Chriſt and of his King- 
all dom, He ſball judge thy People with Righteouſ- 
to neſs, and thy Poor with Judgment; the Moun- 
tams ſhall bring Peace to the People, and the litt: 
ie, Hills by Righteouſneſs. He ſball judge the Poor 
he of the People, be ſhall ſave the Children 7 the 
— = eedy, 
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Needy, and ſball break in Pieces the Oppreſſor, 
They ſhall fear thee as long as the Sun and Moon 
endure, throughout all Generations. Now that 
cannot be ſpoke of Solomon, that muſt be of 
Chriſt. Then Verſe G. He ſhall come down like 
Rain upon the mown Graſs, and as Showers that 
water the Earth ; in bis Days ſhall Righteouſneſs 


' flouriſh, and abundance of Peace ſo long as the 


Moon endureth. oy of the Proſperity and 
Glory of Chriſt's Kingdom under the Goſpel : 
He ſball come down as Rain. While there is 
Rain from Heaven there will be Fruits on the 
Earth ; while Chriſt is Rain to a Believer, - he 
all never die, though there may be ſome Limi- 
tations, and ſome Reſtraints in his Exerciſe of 
Grace, yet he ſhall not die. 2; 
Firſt, Chriſt came down in his Incarnation; 
when he came to take our Nature upon him, 
a he deſcended from the Boſom of 
Mr. Robinſon's his Father, deſcended from the 
Chrift all in all. Crown to the Cradle, from the 
Glory of his Father to the Man- 
ger, from Angels and glorified Saints to converſe 
with poor Men. 

Secondly, He came to live here an humble and 
debaſed Life; he came here to bear our Infirmi- 
ties, and to take our S ickneſſes. 

. Thirdly, He came down very low ; when the 
bleſſed — of Glory came to the Croſs; when 
he that was the Fountain of all Life muſt die 
the curſed Death of the Croſs. + 

- Fourthly, He comes down in deſcending into 
the Hearts of his People by his holy Spirit, in 
the Revelation of his Divine Grace ; he comes 
down when he reveals from Heaven his bleſſed 
Grace and Conſolation to his People; The Ri- 
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ver of Life that is above, drops down many 
ſweet Drops into the Soul. When a Believer is 
gaſping and thinking, I will hear this Sermon 
— die; will God ever ſpeak Peace or Com- 
fort ? As the Woman, ſhe would bake her Cake, 
eat it; and die; but when that was gone ſhe 
had a Supply. The Believer is ready under 
Doubts — Fears to ſay, Hath God jforgot to 
be gracious? But he hath a Supply from that 
River that comes from the Throne of God. Rev. 
xxi. 1. And he ſhewed me a pure River of Water 
of Life, clear as Cryſtal, proceeding out of the 
Throne of God and of his Lamb. He ſhewed me 
a pure River, there is in Chriſt no Impurity ; he 
is the Lamb of God without Spot ; What he 
gives to his People are pure Mercies, choice Mer- 
cies, pure Bleflings ; when we drink of other 
Streams they are mixed with Mud ; all your 
Comforts below, yea all Ordi- 

nances and Duties are mixed «My. Durham on 
with Corruption; but Chriſt is be Revelations. 

the pure River; it is a River, | 

no ſmall Brook, but a River, running, flowin 

and always flowing, ding and always giving. t 
is not only a River flowing, but Waters of Life 
to the Soul that lives on Chriſt. Thoſe that 
drink of this Water of Liſe ſhall never die: He 
that deſires to drink of theſe Waters of Life, 
that thirſts for them, cannot but live; they are as 
clear as Cryſtal. That is an Emblem of the Saints 
Life, a Lite of Grace, and Life of Glory. Here 
we have theſe. Waters in Ordinances thro Pipes 
here we ſee them through a Glaſs, but there you 
will ſee them Face to Face; there the Saints ſhall 
folace themſelves as Celeſtial Fiſhes in that pure 
River. In Ordinances we have ſome ſweet * 
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and Streams, P/al. xlvi. the Church being under 
Trouble, ſpeaks of her Help in God, Though the 
Faith be removed, that is, though there is a change 
of Times and Revolution of Things, hong h the 
Mountains be carried into the Sea, we © will not 
fear: So though we have many "Temptations, ma- 
ny Troubles; though we have many Diſcourage- 
ments we will not fear ; though the Waters there- 
of roar and be troubled, though the Mountain 
ſhake with the ſwelling thereof: There is a River 
the Streams whereof make glad the City of God, 
This ſhews forth, in the Letter, the Taber- 
nacle, where the Preſence of God was, and his 
Glory appeared. Though we have ſwelling 
Waves, great Temptations, great Troubles, yet 
we have a Stream that makes glad the City of 
God, for God is in the miaft. of her: He was 
in the Midſt of Feruſalem that was called the Ci- 
ty of the great King. P/al. xlviii. 1, 2. Great 
is the Lord, and greatly to be: praiſed in the City 
of our God, in the Mountain of his Holineſs. 
Beautiful for Situation, the Foy of the whole 
Earth is Mount Sion, on the Sides of the North, the 
City of the great King. So that the City of J. 
ruſalem where the King of Glory had his Dwel- 
ling-place, where he met his People between the 
Cherubims and the Mercy-Seat. God did dwell 
in the Tabernacle in Feru/alem, but Chriſt is the 
2 Temple wherein the Godheads dwells 

ing in the Midſt of his Church by a Divine 
Union, is their Life in the Midſt of their Trou- 
bles: Here are ſweet Streams that flow from him. 
There is a River, and this River is in the Midſt 
of her: Chriſt is in the Midſt of his Church, wa- 
tering of his Church, giving new Streams to it 
daily, that makes glad the Heart of his 8 
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How does Rain rejoyce the Heart of the Hus- 
band-Man in a dry Time when it comes unex- 

Red ? So a Believer receives the Streams of 
Comfort unexpected under the Ordinances. An 
Experimental Believer longs to be under the En- 
joyments of all Ordinances, and would be, hin- 
dred from none, though the Heart may be back- 
ward to Duty. A Believer will cry to the 
Lord in ſecret, Lord, let not this wicked Heart 
hinder me; it may be I may have a Stream from 
Chriſt that may refreſh my thirſty Soul, and 
make it glad; for Chriſt is in the Midſt of his 
People, and my Soul defires to enjoy him, my 
Soul deſires to live upon him: There is a River 
makes glad the City of God, the Church of God. 
And why may not my Soul receive Comfort? 
Thus Jeſus Chriſt comes as Rain from Heaven 
to make glad the City of God: Though there 
are ſwelling Waves of Temptation and Trouble, 
there are Streams that make glad this City. The 
Wrath of God is made known from Heaven to 
Unbelievers, and his Love is made known from 
Heaven to Believers ; though indeed the Believer 
may not always have the Comfort of it. But 
the Believer that lives on Chriſt, whoſe Defires, 
and Thirſtings, and Ends and Aims are, that 
in all he may enjoy Chriſt ; I ſay, when they 
are under Fears and Doubts, they ſeem to be in 
2 State, but when Chriſt, as the Rain 
deſcends down, the Believer is revived and re- 
ireſhed, As Gideon's Fleece was wet when the 
Ground was dry, ſo hath a Believer heavenly 
Enjoyment and Communion with Chrift, when 
all the World is barren. When the Believer is 
under fear, and faith, I fear I am a withered 
Plant, that I am not watered ; Saith the Lord, 
He 
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He ſball come down as Rain. If we ask many, of 
where is your Comfort? They will tell you, Ml thi, 
here and there. But ſay to a Believer, Where Spi 
is your Expectation? My Hope is laid up in ga. 
Chriſt, my Expectation is from him. To ſuch N of 
ſaith God, he ſpall come down as Rain, that is No 
with his Spirit revealing his Love and Grace to WW Fa 
the Soul, as Rain comes from the Clouds: the 
So through the Clouds of Darkneſs doth Chriſt I (hx 
reveal his Grace to dark doubting Saints, WW (F , 
When the Lord Jeſus —_ out his Holy che 
Spirit into poor doubting Souls, to comfort and fru 
refreſh the weary and heavy laden Soul, to giveW or 
a Teſtimony of the Love of God to your Souls; ¶ bec 
the Efficacy of God's holy Spirit revives the 4 $ 
Saints, and begets Life in dead Sinners; Chriſt I a 1 
comes down to them and cauſes them to live \ 
that never lived before. Indeed, I confeſs there I yh 
Chriſt is wonderfully beyond all Showers of Rain; WW anc 
for if we plant and ſow, Rain brings it up; but Ma 
Chriſt brings up Seed, brings forth Fruit where ¶ pre 
it was never before. So ſaith the Prophet, 1/a. MW but 
xxxii. from the 12th to the 16th. They ſhall la- Sp 
ment for the Teats, for the pleaſant Fields, for ill 23 
\ Fhe fruitful Vine. Upon the Land of my People ¶ tha 
ſpall come up Thorns and Briers ; yea, upon al Ch 
the Houſes" of in the joyous City; becauſe the ¶ Lo 
Palaces ſhall be forſaken, the Multitude of the i the 
City ſoall be left, the Forts and Towers ſhall be for ¶ ple 
) Dens for ever, a Joy of wild Aſſes, a Paſture of K 
Flocks : Until the Spirit be poured upon us fron il 60 
on high, and the Wilderneſs be a fruitful Field, ¶ be 
and the fruitful Field be counted for a Foreſt. This wit 
indeed was literally ſpoken of the Captivity of 
the Fews ; ſaith he, A// their pleaſant Places foal I (1. 
be filled with Deſolation, and their Palaces * 
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be forſaken. How long ? Until the Spirit be 


poured upon us from on high. But how ſhould 


this be ? Why, it might be ſuppoſed that the 
Spirit of the Lord came on Cyrus, and thoſe that 
gave the Fews Liberty to go and build the City 
of God. But ſhall we think that is the whole? 
No, every Sinner that lives upon the Face of the 
Earth is a barren deſolate wretched Creature *till 
the Spirit of God is poured upon him: How long 
ſhall theſe Sinners continue 10 ? Until the Spirit 
of the re be poured from on high. And what 
then? Why then this Wi/derne/s ſhall become a 
fruitful Field, the Wilderneſs becomes a Garden 
or Field, The old ignorant poor carnal Sinner 
becomes now a gracious Saint. Doth he ſtand at 
2 Stay? No, and the fruitful Field be counted for 
a Foreſt ? | 
When the Spirit of the Lord comes down, 
when the Wilderneſs becomes a fruitful Field, 
and the fruitful Field is counted for a Foreſt, 
Many Profeſſors there are that hear Chriſt 
reached, hear what it is to live upon Chriſt, 
ut they, not knowing Chriſt, not having the 
Spirit of God poured out upon them, are the ſame 
as ever they were. Now how long will it be 
that you will hear of Chrift, and not live on 
Chriſt 2 I can tell you, until the * of the 
Lord be poured upon you from on igh ; 
the Spirit be revealed Goa on high, it gnifies a 
pe Communication of the Spirit ; it hath a 
= to the Times of the Goſpel ; for altho' 
God gave his Spirit in ſome Meaſure beſore, yet 
be poured it not out before he was firſt anointed 
with his Fulneſs ; a larger Meaſure of God's 
Spirit is now given than was before. Then we 
Hall return and ſay, Lord, the Wilderneſs is be- 
come 


— 
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come a fruitfſul Field, and the fruitful Field i; 
counted for a Foreſt; but the mean Time you 
fit concerned, while you ſend us Home mourning; 
you fit on your Seats unconcerned, and go Home 
10 ; but your-poor Miniſter goes with Sorrow to 
ECL. 777 | 
How long, Lord, ſhall I preach before one 
Soul be conyerted ” my Miniftry ? How long 
| ſhall Eteach before one Sinner 
Dr. Owen on is converted? The Lord anſwer, 
. the Spirit. Until my y vary be — Out 
upon them from on high. Many 
Sermons may be poured out, and Hearts and 
Lives of Miniſters poured out, before your Soul; 
are converted, except the Spirit of God be pour- 
ed upon you. How much do they err that tell 
u, If you will you may believe; and that there 
is no ſuch Thing as an irreſiſtable Power put 
forth ? But let them that know Chriſt, ſpeak, 
whether the 4r-inians ſpeak Truth or no. You 
know you were barren before the Spirit of God 
came; you that are ruſh'd into a Profeſſion of 
Religion, that are barren, and dead, and carnal, 
and live ſo ſtill ; I profeſs you are in a miſerable 
Condition, you never did know Chrift ; if = 
did, you would lead other Kind of Lives ; but 
"thoſe that have received Chriſt, that live upon 
_ Chriſt, and thirſt for Chrift, Chriſt comes down 
and revives them with new. Showers from Hes. 
ven, Iſa. «liv. 3, 4, 5. TI will pour Water upon 
him that is thirſty, and Floods upon the dry Ground. 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſ- 
ing upon thine Offspring: And they ſhall ſpring up 
as among the Graſs, as Willows by the Water- 
Courſes. One ſball ſay, I am the Lord's; and au- 
other ſhall call bimſelf by the Name of Near 
228 an 
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and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand unto 
the Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the Name of 
Iſrael. Theſe Ax re {eps 
Beginning is, Jacob was afraid he was forſaken 

God e of old was under Diſcouragements; 
and the Evangelical Prophet reacheth to all the 
Iſraelites of God, Verſe 1. Vet now hear, O Ja- 
cob my Servant, and Iſrael whom I have choſen : 
Thus ſaith the Lord that made thee, and formed 
thee from the Womb, which will help thee? fear 
not, O Jacob my Servant, and thou Feruſalem 
whom I have choſen. We ſee here | 
which many of our Age do deny, God's choofing 
of one more than another. God lays the Foun- 
dation of 1/-ae/s Comfort in his peculiar Choice 
of them. 1/-ael whom I have choſen: If God 
hath not choſen Iſrael, what is all Bl or 
Mercies ? But Lord, if I am choſen, yet I am 
under Trouble, Straits and Fears. Saith God, I 
will pour Water upon bim that is thirſty, and 
Floods upon the dry pony? : 1 will poor my Spi- 
rit upon thy Seed, and leſfnos upon t - 
enge : That is, all that ACER "Ir . 
are Chriſt's, than you are Abrabam's Seed; and 
what then? They ſhall ſpring up as among the 


the Water-fide they ſhall grow, I ſhall ſee my 
People grow : And what then ? One ſhall fay, 
who ſhall ſay ? why the poor doubting Soul, that 
hath long cried out, O that I could but know 
Chriſt were mine! O that I could but make 
Mention of him as my Lord and my Redeemer! 
My Soul even faints with tion, for his 
loving Kindneſs to be revealed! What, ſhall 
theſe flouriſh, and grow, and thrive ; Yes, they 
ſhall, One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's, and an- 

| other 


ords call for your Attention; the 


plainly, that 


* 
% 


Graſs, as Willows by the Water-courſes ; by 


Name of the God of Jacob. I will ſet Heart 


| ny Showers to be poured out, the Telti- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


This hath Relation to the righteous and gra. 


| 12 This Work {hall be ſo great and illu- 
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other ſpall call himſelf by the Name of Jacob, 


and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand unt the rio 


Lord. When the Spirit of the Lord is poured i ed 
out, then the Soul comes. to have the Revelati- 
on of the Love of God to it. Before he wa fl 4 
drooping, hanging down his Head, fearing him- * 1 
ſelf a withered Soul. But now ſaith the Soul, 
When I read the Love of God, I can ſubſcribe 
myſelf the Lord and I can call myſelf by the 


and Hand to it ; as that good holy Man of God 
Mr. Peacock faid, Let it .- preached at my Fu- 
neral, that I am no Caſt-away. How comes WW x 
this about? A poor Soul, longing for Chriſt G 
waiting for him, defiring nothing more than to ge 


live on Chriſt, and with Chriſt, yet under -much ts 


Doubt and Fear. Why, the Believer wanted thele W +. 


mony of the Spirit: But when the Spirit is pout- 
ed out, ſaith the Soul, I can call myſelf the 
Name of Facob, and ſubſcribe with my Hand, 
I am the Lord's. Say to a Believer, What doſt 
thou defire, Soul ? Nothing more than to live to 
Chriſt, nothing more than to enjoy Chriſt, no. 
thing below him will content me : Where will 
ou wait there? Where the Lord comes : And 
= long? Till the Spirit of the Lord is 
ured out ; and then I ſhall call myſelf by the 
_ of the Lord, and not be aſhamed. 


cious Act of God in delivering a righteous and 
oppreſſed Nation from cruel Tyrants and Op- 


ious, as if God had rain'd down Showers of 
Righteouſneſs out of Heaven. But this is not 
all the Meaning, the Myſtery of the Sinners glo- 
k rIOus 


F . ? 
* * 
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rious Redemption through Chriſt is here includ- 
ed, and ale God's 8 Act of Righteouſ- 
nels, Iſa. xlv. 8. Drop down ye Heavens from 
above, let the Skies pour down Righteouſneſs, let 
the Earth open, and let them bring forth Salvati- 
on; and let Righteouſneſs ſpring up together ; I 
the Lord have created it. Here is the Lord's 
Command, and the Church's Prayer ; Drop down 
ye Heavens. Let the Skies pour down Righteouſ- 
neſs; the Lord commands it, the Church and Pro- 
het prays for it. When a poor Believer is pray- 
ing, hing, looking up to Heaven, O 25 1 
might have a Glimpſe this Day of the Love of 
God! O that I did but know that I were re- 
deemed by thy Blood! Saith the Lord, Drop, 
dopn_ye Heavens. | For until the Spirit of the 
Lord come, there will be entre bud © 4 
ns” mil the Lord revent himſelf to the port Sth- 
ner. A r dbubting Soul in bis oπõ n Ima- 
ginations is undone. God's delivering his Peo- 
le from Temporal Miſeries, was but a Drop in 
Com ariſon of his giving Chriſt for poor Sinners to 
ſatisfy divine Juſtice ; then he poured down 
Righteouſneſs : Saith the Lord, You ſhall not 
want a Righteouſneſs: I will ſend down a Righte- 


-ouſneſs to that Soul, Drop down ye Heavens, and 


ler the Skies pour down Righteouſneſs : As the Sky 
when it is clear gives Light, {0 does the Lord 
by his Spirit reveal to the Soul his Intereſt in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his Love to his Soul. That is 
a poor Life indeed, or Profeſſion, that you live 
on yourſelf, and your own Performances, and not 
on Chriſt. Lou ſee when Chrift comes down, he 
comes with the Power of his Spirit on the Hearts 
of Sinners in their Conyerſion, and on Saints in 
their Deſertion, and then you ſhall go away re- 

y | .G Joycing. 
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„0 what chearſul Hearts 
ary Gone = Jo, | Ordinance! 1 52 2 


id it Iie in Oy Power of Man? Coal 
| n Veſſel give this? No, the Heaven: 
 dropt down ; and chen what railing and bie. 
fi God is 5 when the Spin 
f in the Word is out on a Be. 
obs they wn in; Yea au, Dake, hile the 

te never ons nar 2 
AI Believer fears nothin than decayin 
tho he is eftabliſh'd Thar k. Te ute fil ken 
Chriſt, yet he would not be barren : As it 4 
the e of a Believer to be glorified with 
Chriſt, ſo to glorify Chriſt hs ak Earth, 
Here a Believer hath many ,Fears and Doubts: 
Fu be Fang that God is not reconciled. to him; 
but 14 oo 560 Lord comes to water th 
poor Chriſt manifeſts to the Soul, 
that God D Jam at Peace with the, 
many Lord, Ja. vii. 2, 3, 4, J. In that 


8 Jing que. ber, a Vineyard of red Wine. Tru 
I it is 


— 


Wine muſt make the Sinners Peace; 
it is the red Nood oſ Chriſt, 2 bleeding Redeem 
er, muſt give Peace 2 the E 
_ Sing 1 yo-anto-her, a af x64 Wine ; 
dermption thro” the f -Chriſt-is the 15 
eſt Song that ever e e lar; it is not a 
Vineyard to work in, but a Vineyard to 
in, 4 Vineyard of red Wine ; without this 
Wine, our red Sins would undo our poor guilt 


Souls: But Lord, How . ſhall I know that this 


red Wine, Naa e mins! 


m Na am reconciled 
Is Ot 1.8 e "7, wil + — 


_ _ EE _ 


— 
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will pour ous m irit to reveal it and manifeft 
it. nd 7 Lord, ſhall I know ? Fury 
is not in me, who would ſet the Briers and Thorns 
gain ſt me in Batthe ? 1 would go pg frees, I 
would burn them together : Tou ſhall that 
am a reconciled God unto you, I am at Peace 
with thee : How fhall I be at Peace with thee? 
Saith God in the fifth Verſe, Let bim tale bold 
of my Strength that be may make Peace with me, 
aud be be at Peace with me. In that D. 
fon A ber a Vineyard of red Wine. Saith 
the Lord, I will fxg ber 4 Song; every Sermon 
you hear of the Love of Chriſt is a Song to every 
doubting Believer. 1 er 
When poor Souls come to have the Spirit 
the Lord poured out upon them, to reveal 
God is reconciled unto them, then the Soul goes 
on in the Ways of God chearfully ; before rhe 
Believer was doubting, and fearing, and queſtion- 


that "Gat what doſt defire, O Soul? I defire nothing 
"ra. more, I crave nothing more, than to enjoy Chrift. - 
ce: Then faith God; I will frag you Song under 
em. Wl the Goſpe?, the Lord does not come to call you 
re. Mount Siagi, he doth not with Terror 
Re- d Horror ; but he comes to ſing a glotious Song 
ert. ef Redemption, that is, red Mine to poor un- 
ot done Sinners, and to poor doubting Saints: But 
Gno MW! tell you, we may fing and preach *till we come 
ing o the Grave, and not one Soul be converted 
and brought Home to God, except the N ; 

this che Lord come and work with us. For ft 
net Teak it, if 1 could but have Acquaintagce with 
you to know Minds, chere is not any one 
wy C your t will draw near to God, while you 
will ink G le tata back.” - | 
2 


22 
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thing draws you to God, it muſt, be the 
of red Wine, Redemption Cog, my Blood o 
Chriſt. And then as, ** the droo Saint, he 
is afraid to come before God W he e is unde 
his Fear and Trouble ; then, What ſhall I do 
Lord? Take hold of my Strength, that is, ot 
Chriſt, and be at Peace 1 me. The Spirit 
of the Lord reveals to the Soul a reconciled 
that God is at Peace with them, and hath par: 
doned all their Sins. But before, the Soul crig, 
What am I ? An unpardoned Soul; I am afraid 
I ſhall meet my Sins, that they will ſtare nei 
in the Face another Day. O that I did but xu 
that Chriſt was mine ! That my Sins were for- 
iven-me ! That I had but the Love of Godin 
riſt ! T have been looking, faith the Soul, wha 
God will come and ſay, Thy Sins are for 9155 
thee. W P/al. xxxil. was greatly trou 
and faid, The Lord's Hand lay. Day and Night 1 
vy upon him: And how is it now, "I acknowledged 
my Sin unto thee, and mine Iniquity bave I n 
hid: T ſaid, I will confeſs my Tranſgreſſions unt 
the 48 ne thou 0 aveſt the Iniquity of my 
Sin. e I had a fwett 
Sheer, Grin 3 * down as Rain pen m 
Soul, God reyealed his pardoning Grace. I fit 
T will confeſs my I ranſere/fon unto the Lord, ani 
. Fhou forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sn. What, wall 
David's Sin never forgiven before? Yes, all bi 
Tranſgreſſions were done 2 and his Soul vu 
Pure. in the Sight of God, through the Rig hte. 
. ouſnels of Jeſus Ohriſt. But David hd Douby 
Fi his Soul, Fear on his Soul, he ha a Sum 
erg Drough tz would I 7 8 Fn of! Mere 
confeſs, I ms peo r wretched Creature, f 
Mlle al IW e he Tod; ; a 


dai. is 
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he did not look in vain. Are not Believers Sins 
TM pardoned ? Yes, they ſhall never be remembred 
be more, but the Believer doth not know this al- 
er ways; and when he does not know it, he begins 
do to cry out, Is? thy Mercy clean gone? But then 
obe calls to Mind, 2bis is my Infirmity : Then he cries 
rit to the Lord, and in comes pardoning Mercy, Be 
of good chear, thy Sins are for iven thee. O what 
a refreſhing Shower is this! It is this I have 
looked for, longed for, waited for. Then next 
faith the Soul, defire nothing mort than to en- 
joy Chriſt, yet J am fo unrighteous, I queſtion 
Mather his Righteouſneſs be mine: Now comes 
the Lord, by his Spirit, and reveals to the Soul, 
that it hath a Righteouſneſs to ſtand before the 
Lord in. Now the Soul can ſay, The Lord my 
Righteouſneſs. 1 Cor. i. 30. But of bim are ye 
in Griſt Jeſus, wbo of God is made unto us Wife 
un, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanfification, . and 
Redemption. He is made of God to me. O now 
be is made he Lord my Rigby conf. How ſhall © 
[know this? The Spirit of. the Lord reveals 
this to the Saints in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now I can go boldly to God, and ask Mercy, 
Wooldly of God, Pal. cxxvi. 4. Turn again our 
aptivity,, O Lord, as the Streams in the South : 
the Streams in the South refreſh the dry * 
arten Ground, ſo does the Righteouſneſs of 
at revealed comfort my Soul. How barren 
mas I in Duty! I was afraid to come to God, I 
Was afraid whether my Wandrings would not 
ue God to turn me out of his Preſence; but 
dd hath prepared Chriſt to be my Righteouſ- 
eis, therefore in him I come without Spot. 
a ndeed when I am out of Frame, it is without 
dmfort* to myſelf, but I have always Righre- 
— 3 oulneſs 
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ouſneſs before God, I have always Boldneſs to 


the Throne of Grace through Chriſt. _ Many 
Prayers that have been made when I was out 
of Frame, have been no {mall Trouble to 
Soul; until it was revealed to me, that Chri 
was my Wa. that he was made 
Sin for me, that I might be made the Righteoſ- 
fix God in bim, 2 Cor. v. 21. that is, tho 
iſt was a Man without Sin in himſelf, yet 
our Sin was imputed to him, and he was 0 
God reckoued as a Sinner; and then he ki 
him, putting our Curſe upon him; ſo that to us 
that are free, Chriſt was made ſo, that God 
looks on us as if we had performed perſct 
Righteouſneſs, and when that is done, he fave 
us. You that have lived and not made Chriſt 
your Righteouſneſs, you will want a Righteouf- 
| when you come to die: But they that have 
made Chriſt their Righteouſneſs, though their 
Sins be as . of Sand, yet through the Rights 
ouſneſs of Chriſt will ſtand as ſpotleſs be 
fore God, as if they had never ſinned. Now hoy 
do you know this to be your Righteouſneſs! 
Why, the Spirit of God reveals this to 
„and you can as boldly call bim, the! 
your Ri 2 you can call your Houle 
and „or any ing ou enjoy, your own 
If you go to God in Chriſt, whatever is need. 


ful for you, you ſhall as ſurely have it as if 


you had it already. Then next, the Spirit af 
briſt flowing into the Heart of a | Believer, 
gives the Believer ſweet Communion. with God. 

he Soul thinks it is at a diſtance from God, 
the Spirit comes. down in a ſweet Shower, and 
brings it near to God, O, ſaith the Soul, that 


STI As 


R 


Pait 
er 4 
have 
Lor. 
he c 
be 
The 
Cori: 
Jeſu 


I could but enter within the Vail to have Com cm 


munion 


| | J p 
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munion with God ! But methinks God and I 
and at a Diſtance ; he is in Heaven, and d 1 
- (as it were) in Hell: I am as one 
hough I lay claim to him as my God, 1 
wi the Knowledge of him has he is my God, 
and God of nry Salvation, Pſalm Ixxxviii. 0 God 
of my Salvation, let my Gor for come before * * 
incline thine Ear to my C my Soul fr ful 
of Trouble. Zoitictimes d Be if. Is 1 fal of 
ble. And what is the next? And my Life dene 
erb nig b unto the Grave, I am counted with them 
that go down into the Pit. That is dreadful, dar 


the Fear of Death and of Hell meet 
an as a Man that hath no Strength to believe, 


yet IJ have ſome Glimmeri Ute thows act he 
God of my Salvation : ot h and Hell is 
3 me in my A : Wir 

ſhew Wonders to the Dead; ſhell the 


Dead" Hive ? It is” not * * 1 fhonld live 7? 
Shall T'have a Shower of Mercy? Shall thy lov- 
ing-kindneſs be declared in the Grave, or thy 
PathfuIneſs 85 Ie . N a _ 
& apon m 7 
ha ve A with God ? Thus, when che 
Lord ſeems to ſtand at a Diſtance from inn, and 
be comes down in a Shower by his —_— 
be finds very familiar tw Bd with 
Therefore ' the Apoſtle, when he prays ＋ the 
Corinthians, he prays, That che Grace of the Cor 
Jeſus, the Love of God the Father, be _ | 
2 Cor. 


municated unto them by tbe Holy Ghoſ#. 

xt. 14. The Grgce of the Lord Feſus Chrift the 

Love of God, 4 the Communion of the Holy 

Ghoſt be with you all, Amen. The Grace of 

Ohriſt your Life, the Love of God in Chu | 

communicated to you rough the Holy Ghoſt: 
So 


- 


A 

82  Chrift 2 Chriſtian's Life. 
So when; the Love of God is come down. on the 
Soul, then the Soul comes to have ſweet Com- 
munion with God ; before the Soul. was afraid 
to come to God, but now it can ſay, Tord, thog 
knoweſt. me, and I know thee: Lord, thou know- 
eſt what is in me, and what thou haſt wrought in 
ane. Thus the Soul goes on knowing and being 
known : So the Soul is carried on in this ſweet 
Frame, with that, familiar, ſweet Communion 
with God, that the Soul wiſhes it might always 
be employed in God's, Service. Again, When 
Chriſt is revealed by the Spirit to the Soul, the 
Soul comes to know its Adoption, that it can 
and doth know God to be his Father, the Spirit 
of the Lord poured out, crying Abba / Father, 
Gal. iv. 4, 5, 6. But when the Fulneſs of the 
Time was come, God ſeut fortb bis Son made of 
a Woman, made under the Lam, to redeem them 
that were under the: Law, that we might rereiu 
the Adoption of Sons. ' Chriſt comes - to,;redeem 
us, the Holy Spirit comes to reveal to the Soul 
that you are no more Servants, but Sons, that we 
might receive the Adoption of Sons: Soo 
God redeemed by Chrift' Blood ; but the Soul 
ſeems to be , doubting whether it be ſo or no: 
Well, ſaith the Apoſtle, becauſe, he are Suns, 
God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Som into your 
Hearts, crying Abba, Father.” O what. would ma- 
ny a poor "doubting Soul give to call God Fa- 
ther ! Though many a Wretch calls God Father, 

et a poor Believer, if all the World were given 

im to be his. Portion, he would trample on allto 
call God Father in Deed and in Truth; to go 
to God as a Father, to have God for my Father, 


that glorious God that made Heaven and Earth, 
that glorious God that turns Men to Deſires 


- 
: 
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on, and faith, ' Come again went 7 
cee, the Saints above 4 with etetnal Plea- 
ſire ; This God — call my God, my Father, 
2 Portion; my Portion living; my Portion dy- 
a Portion beyond all World. This 
God, b y the recog the Soul comes to know to 
be -y Father, and the Soul is never well but- 


when he is ſpeaking to his Father, there is ſuch 


a Converſe between the Father and the Child. 
. in,” The Spirit when it comes, with =_ * 

ing Evidence, comforts the drooping 
tar Jetus Chriſt is everlaſting Life to — The 
that live on Chriſt ſhall — everlaſting L 
from Chriſt. The Believer hath many —— 
and comfortable Showers, many precious x 
— into his Soul, that he can witneſs 

U, + is come to paſs. The Prophet 

iii. 18. And i it ſball come to — 

— 55 that the Mountains ſball drop d — 
Wine, and the Hills ſhall flow with Milt, and all 
the Rivers of Fudah ſhall flow with Waters, and 
« Fountain ſhall — forth from the Houſe of the 
Lord. The 1 * et alludes to thoſe Waters that 
were conveyed 1 ſome Spring through Con- 
duit Pipes Towards the Altar, Exel. xvii. 1, a, 
z. for the Uſe of the Temple, in which Water 
the Prieſts waſhed what was to be waſhed. This 
no doubt is a Shadow of the purifying Blood of 
Chriſt; and his ſanctifying 8 pirit and Word ; 
and in that it is ſaid to ne Bram the Lord, it 
ntimateth- that theſe glad Tidings, this favi 
Grace:ſhall be firſt preach'd from e a an and 
pike Church, which is the 

Il be publiſhed to Others. The Vat 4 of 
Shittiong ke this Fountain ſhall water, the Mean- - 
ng. js, it ſhall a purge, and make * 
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ful in all holy Works, It was on the Plain of 
Moæb, on the Borders of ae toward the South. 
Eaſt, Numb. xxxiii. 49; Foſb. iii. 1. not far 
from the Red Sea. Theſe Waters ſhall floy 
down to the dry and thirſty, the barren and fruit. 
leſs Gentiles, and make them fruitful. And it fhal 
come to paſs in that Day, in the Day of the Gol. 
pel, in that Day that a Soul. believes in Chriſt, 
what ſhall come to paſs? In that Day the Mau- 
tains ſhall drop down new. Wine, the new Wine 
f the Goſpel,” not the old Lees of the Law, but 
ine upon the Lees. The Law may fret and 
grind your Spirits to Powder, but what can 
melt them but the Covenant of Grace? Ja. n. 
new Wine, new Comforts, new Peace and Joy; 
that the Law could never bring, Chriſt bring; 
and the Hills ſhall flow with Milk ; the gloriow 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſhall be as Milk 
the poor Soul, Milk to poor Babes in Chriſt 
But then a poor Soul may object, Truly I bare 
defired Chriſt, if I know my-own Heart I would 
fain live upon Chriſt ; but yet L find my Heart 
very barren, I do not find my Soul flouriſhing, 
nor increafing, nor growing, but I find Comfort 
are abſent my Soul, that I may fay fill, 
the Comſorter that ſhould relieve my Soul is far 
' Gor me. To this I anſwer, Soul, you that de- 
fixe Chriſt, 2 in the World is like Chriſt 
to you; you ſhall not miſs of growth in Grace, 
you ſhall not miſs of this blefſed Life ; though 
the Lord may not give it to you according to 
our Meaſures, but according to his own good 
Will, Grace and Wiſdom, God hath v 


glorious Ends that you have not your Veſſels 
The 


- . 
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The firſt Reaſon is, That yon ma Thaw 
Jeſus Chriſt for daily dike) ad | 

ies. 741 while "hoy in this Life 708k 

eſſels are 7 ing, and you are always 
tolive in a way of dependance on Chriſt, 
for that Grace ou have bog any bur fr 
daily manifeſtation 'of Grice our Souls, for 
the Grace of Faith, and for the { ove of Gol ts 
Souls, You are to wait daily on the Lord 
be fir . Not F live, 3 I live, yet 
not I, but Chrift liveth in me, and the Life which I 
now live in the Fleſb I live by the Faith of the Son 

God, Gal. ii. 19, 20, 21. on Chrift 

all, I live by the Paith of the Son of God; 
and one that lives by Faith does not live by Sight. 
There is ſomething abſent that a Man waits | 
for what we enjoy what need we hope for, — 
what nee we act Faith for what we ? 
We are to depend on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fo 
ay to act Faith in him for new Supplies of Grace. 
” * to ſet ourſelves under . thoſe golden Pipes 


the golden — are to 
be lee to N es aſting Fe from whence .. 
your help comes, as the Plalmif faith, P/alm 
cxxitt. 22. Behold as the Eyes of Seroants look 


into the Hands of their Maſters, and as the 
Hes of a Maiden unto the Hand of her Miſtreſs, 


ſo our Fyes wait upon the Lord our God, until 


that we r upon ns. Pſal. cxxi. 1. T 
will lift Fyes unto Hills from whence com- 
erb my Ax 4 The Tune where the 'Temple was 
built, Sion 1 Moriah, there will I Iook, from 
whence” comes-my help: Now de muſt look up 
to God in Chriſt for Supplies of Grace, and Peace 
and Comfort; we are to expect our Comfort from - 
thoſe Mountains that drop down new Wine, and 


the 


[ 
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the Hills that drop down Milk ; the Skies that 


pour down Righteouſneſs, and the, Heavens that 
rain down Grace. Were your Comforts alway 


flouriſhing and green, were you always filled 


with Joy, would there be ſuch a Dependance on 
Chriſt, | where you are daily ſupplied and re- 
newed ? When Perſons are waiting for Rain they 
let. their Veſſels forth Day and Night, and when 
they are full, they take them in again; but Per- 
ſons that turn the Cock to let it run into their 
Ciſterns, it fills them preſently, they wait no 
longer. Alas! many run to their own Ciſterns, 
their own Duties, walk by the Sparks of their 
own kindling, to what they can perform, which 
the Lord complains of Jer. ii. 1. My People have 
committed two Evils, they bave-forſaken me the 
Fountain. of living Water, and hewed to themſelves 


' Cifterns, broken Ciſterns that can bold no Water. 


As their Ciſterns will not hold Water, their 
eſſels will quickly be empty again; but the 
Soul that waits on Chriſt will be like the Huſ- 
bandman that waits for Rain, is glad when he 
ſeth the Clouds are gathering; the Husband. 
man is glad, he looks on his withered Graſs and 
Corn, but, ſaith he, the Clouds begin to gather, 
and I wait for Rain, and that will revive them 
again: So faith a poor Soul, I do expect, Dh 

ight, 


do wait for the Lord to come with new | 
and new Love, and new Peace, and new Comfort, 


and new Aflurance of his Love, and that I may 
read my Pardon in his Blood, and my Comfort 
in bis E Saith the Lord, I will be a Dew 


10 Iſrael, Hoſ. xiv. 5. In the myſtical and 5 
is 


ritual Senſe it ſignifies Chriſt, who doth by his 
holy Word and heavenly Grace drop down and 
diftil upon the Soul of Believers by Princely Fa- 
<= | yours 
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yours and loving Countenance, which is as'a, 
Cloud of the latter Rain: That which Dew: is 
to Fields, Gardens, Vineyards, Flowers, Fruits 
of the Earth after an hot. and ſcorching Day 
that the Favour, Word, Grace, ' © 
loving Countenance, and Holy Dr. Reynolds. 
Spirit will be to the 3 | a 
and afflifted? Conſcience of his PeopleQ. 

A Believer hath his Dependance on the Lord 
jm Chriſt, who is appearing before God for 
im, pleading the Sinner's Cauſe, Preſenting his 
own Wounds before the Father, till he 2 
down his Grace into the Soul, and drops down 
Showers of Grace into the Heart. But a Soul 
that feeds himſelf with his own Gifts and Parts, 
be does his Duty, and is gone, therefore he does 
not wait for, nor de on Chriſt. But, ſaith 
a Believer,” I would be in a believing Frame, tho? 
do not find Chriſt coming, I will look up, 
Pſal.' v. 1, 2, 3. Give Ear to my Words, O Lord, 
confider my Meditation. Hearken unto the Voice 
of my Cry, ny King and my God, for unto ''thee 
will I pray. My Voice ſbult thou bear in the 
Morning, O Lord; in the Morning will I direct 
ny Prayer unto thee, and will look up. There are 
many go to-their ' own Ciſterns in the Morning, 
performing Duty, exerciſing what Gifts and Parts 
t, WW they have, or what they remember; they do 
rt, I Duty, but, it may be, think not on Chriſt one 
ay Moment more all*the Day: Theſe are emp- 
It Ciſterns that can hold no Water : But, faith 
0 e Plalmiſt, I will pray and look up; though 1 
Js. eee off from r I * not done 
1s booking up, expecting or believing, for I wait for 

he Lende Aber I look for a Return of 
Prayer, I look for Supplies of Grace, for Sup- 
LES” ports 
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ports of Faith, for Comfarts to my Soul. 
Pray but do yon look: up, do you believe, do 
you make Chriſt your Life, depending on him 
tor the Showers of his Grace to come into your 
Souls? That may comfort you, and quicken you, 
and may be Matter of Praiſe, not 6nly that you 
may quiet Conſcience, but that you may enj 
God. When the Earth „ othes a Drop — 
but fall, our Hearts . to be = we hope 
to have Showers from Heaven: So when a Soul 
finds but a Dropof Comfort, a Drop of Love, 
Lee ſaith the Soul, Chriſt is coming, 
e is revealing himſelf ; I will depend upon 
him as long as I live; as Fob faith, Though rhos 
kill me, yet will I truſ# in thee ; ſo faith the 
Soul, I will depend on thee: And as Luther faid, 
Though Griſt come againſt me with a' drawn 
Swurd, yet will I run into bis Arms. © 
- Secondly, The ſecond Reaſon is, That as you 
ſhould: depend on Chriſt, ſo you ſhould be wait- 
ing in the Way of Duty, waiting in Ordinances, 
What * bore 5 into the 25 
Perſons, throw inances; i 
they had the Light within them, and were come 
| — and had no need of Teaching, pre- 
tending they knew more than could be taught 
them ? But ſpeak with a Believer, he will tell 
2 another Thing, he will tell you he wants 
— he wants Grace, he wants teaching, and 
Ir. new reviving, 1/a. xxvi. 8. Ye, 
ins the Way of thy Fudgments, O Lord, bave wt 
waited for thee ; the Defere of our Soul is to thy 
Name, and to the Remembrance of thee. With 
my Soul bave I defired tber in the Night ; ye 
with my Spirit within me will I ſeek thee earh; 
_ yea, in the Way of thy Judgments bave wy mee, 
| e 
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ed for thee: Though thy Hand hath been as it 
22 they, us, = thou haſt ſeemed to 
frown upon us, yet we have waited for. thee 
thaugh it be dark with ns, whether it be the 
N ht of Affliction or the Ni of 2g 

as in the Night of Trouble and Adverfity ; 
though our Souls are in an afflicted State, or a 
diſcomforted State, we will wait till thou return; 
we will wait for that God that hides himſelf ſrom 
the Houſe of Jacob : Not like ſome that are ſeek- . 
ing purer Churches through the deceiving of Sa- 
tau and their own Hearts. Many there are that 
think they have Knowl; and Peace 
enough ; 1 theſe are the Deluſions of Satan, 
that they y may not wait — God in the Way 
of bis App innment 5 they think they need no 
"x Teaching But the. Lord will not leave 

EN. to het 17 for t 

is Grace, be they . 
reg — a nin bis bar thn ; 
ry cook 7 from Ordinance to 
o Duty, carried on from —— 


9 3 riss LNA neee 


—_— 
2. 


i a If you had a full Harveſt 

ling jou would & ready far Glory 42 — 
Bl Veſſels were filled — you — be ready 

ef ber an icnmomal Life ; you would be ready for 

tell ow: Life to be foallowed up in Victory; as 

200 you are * os Hes: oe any other 

ad or ih under it, and chav 

Ya in, Drop by and when it is full you 

it away z and i E you 


th 4g ey” away. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
With could fll the Veſſel at once: But what then? 
5 Could N contain your Joy ? Nou muſt enter 
oh; e the Joy of your Lord. When the Bottle 
5 vol it is taken away, it can hold no more; 


go. Chriſt a Chriſtian's Life. 
ſw when a Soul is filled with Grace, and Com- 


fort, and Aſſurance, what is he fit for but Glo- 


To go to enjoy God in that full Meaſure 

at the Saints and Angels do? But you have 
Mercy ' diſtilled out, ſome Drops in one Sermon, 
and ſome in another, that your Souls may be 
ſtill filling up *till you are fit for Glory: If you 
were full at ance, you would not need any more 
Ordimances. But now the Soul faith, Ibleis God 
for his Ordinances, for I have received ſome 
Comfort by them; O that I had a full Aſſu- 


rance ! O that I could ſee more of Chriſt ! O 
that I were perfect in Chriſt ! O that I could love 


him as the Saints do that are in Glory! If 


could, then 7. need not come any more to Or- 


dinances. You ſee in a Cloud a bright Side and 
a dark Side, in Ordinances you have Peace and 
Joy: Ay, and you have Temptation, that - you 
may long for another Ordinance, that you may 
have Peace and Comfort; ſo you are led from 
Ordinance to Ordinance, you are led from Du- 
ty to Duty, till you are brought to Glory. 80 
when you have received ſome Revelations of 
Chriſt, you long for Ordinances again, that you 
may receive more: I ſay, a ſincere Belieyer that 
waits upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that waits for 
a Shower from Heaveny he may ſee, that in every 
Complaint he hath Cauſe to rejoyce ; he muſt 
needs ſee ſomething ; _ though he has a dark 
Cloud, he cannot but ſay, Truly he hopes to ſee 
a bright Cloud alſo: He cannot but on that 


he hath ſome Glimmering of Hope that were 
never ſound beſore. Converſion, that was never 
found in a carnal Heart; as ſometimes the Lord 
is pleaſed in an Ordinance to give unto, the Soul 
q at another Time 
© another, 


at one Time one Promiſe, an 
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another. If a Man had a Field of Corn, and 
ſhould threſh and grind it at once, could he eat 
it all at once? No, but a little and a little at a 
Time: So the Field of the Promiſes is a lar 
Field, when you come to Glory, all the Fields 
will be bound up, and all the Promiſes will be 
accompliſhed, and you will have your Souls in 
that glorious Paradiſe of perfect Bleſſedneſs: 
But now the Lord is pleaſed to drop in one Pro- 
miſe at one Time, and another at another. The 
poor Woman at Canaan deſired to be under 
Chriſt's Table to be fed with Crumbs. They 
that wait on Chriſt for Crumbs, ſhall not miſs 
of having their Fill at laſt. A poor Soul in 
Chriſt gets at one Time one Promiſe, and at an- 
other Time another, and ſo is carried on till the 
Harveſt is white ; when you are ripe for Glory, 
there will be a perfect Accompliſhment of all the 
Ptomiſes ; but in the mean Time we muſt wait 
for thoſe great and precious Promiſes, 2 Per. i. 
4. Hereby are given to us exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes, thut by theſe you might be Parta- 
ters of the divine Nature: Exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes, but theſe Promiſes drop down 
as you have need; hereby are given to us exceed- 
ing reat and precious Promiſes; great incompa- 
e Grace, Love and Mercy are wrapt up in 
them, at one Time one, and another Time an- 
other is dropt into the Soul. The Sons and 
Daughters of Sion that wait on God in a Way 
of Duty, O the ſweet and precious Promiſes that 
they have given them ! As Ruth followed Boaz's 
Feet, at Night; to ſpiritualize this, Who was 
Ruth but a poor Gentile? She was a Moabitiſh 
Woman. O how good it is to be waiting! It is 
the Believer's Duty to be waiting on the mm 


\ 
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and all the Means of Grace, and what . ſhould 
he do at Night? Lie down at Chriſt's Feet, 
leave him not till you are married to him, nor 
then, *till you are brought home to Glory, while 
you enjoy him' fully : So I ſay, wait on him 
leaning in his Field, and you ſhall have ſweet 
— 'omfort and Conſolation from him at 
aſt. « | 

Secondly, As for Promiſe, ſo for quickening your 
Heatts by his Spirit, when you cry with David, 
Pat. cxix. 25. Ouickers me for y Soul cleaveth 
to the Duſt. The Lord is pleated: ſometimes to 
come in with quickening Grace to your 
that you find your Heart quickened and revived 
like a dry Tree or Plant after Rain: So the 
Soul complains, I am like a barren Wilderneſg, 
I do not find my Heart aſcend up to God, my 
Heart is even cleaving to the Duft, but he deſires 


guickening ; Quicken thou me acrovding to thy 
. haſt promiſed quickening Grace, 
therefore I. wait for Quickenings; ſo a Soul 
faith, O that I had Chriſt ! Could but my Soul 
taſte him! Could my Soul experience his Reviv- 
ings! And in waiting have you not found his 
Quickenings, when you have confeſſed your Soul 
was free among the Dead. 1 
Again, Have you not ſound new Strength to 
believe in Chriſt? You have gone Home ſome- 
times, and ſaid in your Hearts, I will never 
doubt more, I will never give Way to Unbelief 
more, Iwill never to my Ning Hour misbelieve 
the Promiſes of God, for his Promiſes are ſure, 
and his Mercies never fail. I could fing with 
the Pſalmiſt, Praiſe the Lord, for his Mevcies 7 
dure for ever; praiſe the Lord, for his Goodneſs 
- taith, 
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faith, P/al. cxxxviii.* 2, 3. I will worſhip towards 
thy boly Temple, and praiſe thy Name, for thy lov- 
ing-kindneſs and for thy Truth; for thou haſt mag- 
nified thy Word above all thy Name; in the Day when 
I cried thow anſweredſt me, and ſtrengtbeuedſt me 
with Strength in my Soul. In the Day that 1 
cried, that I waited upon thee, immediately I 
had new Strength from thee : When my Heart 
was faint, when my Soul was in a larguiſhing 
Condition, I cried unto thee, and thou ſtrengthen- 
ed me with Strengeh in my Soul ; I had Strength 
to believe, I had Strengh to wait, I had Strength 
to hope, and I had Strength to live upon Chriſt 
for all. Have you not experienced this, that you 
have come weak to an Ordinance, yet have found 
Strength, as one that hath drank new Wine ? 
Therefore the Lord is pleaſed to give you. 
Strength, that you many go from Duty to Duty, 
from Mercy to Mercy, from Peace to Peace. 
you that wait on iſt in a Way of Depend- 
ence for new Reviving, and new Manifeſtations 
to your Souls, what Comfort will it be to you, 
though you have little Strength, to go — 
Strength to Strength? The Lord hath promiſed 
it, P/ul. Ixxxiv. They ſpall go from Strength t0 
Strength *till they appear before God in Sion. Thi 
was ſpoken of the willing I/-ac/ites ; many tarried 
at home to worſhip Feroboam's Gods, they would 
not come to Feſuraulem, the Journey was too far 
and the Coſt -and Pains too much ; they would 
rather ſerve the Calves that Feroboam had ſet 
up: But the godly Iſraelites went to Feruſalem; 
and what did the Lord do for them? See Veyſe 
5. Bleſſed is the | Man whoſe Strength is in thee, 
in whoſe Heart are the Ways tbem; whole 
Heart is found believing and waiting for __ 
W 
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whoſe Heart is united to Chriſt, and found wait- 
ing in his Appointments: What then? They go 
from Strength to Strength, every one of them in 
Sion e before God; not one ſhall faint 
by the Way ; every one ſhall appear before God 
in Sion if they have never ſo far to go, as fre 
as if they had but a Mile to go : So it is in this 
Day of our Goſpel Worſhip, in our waiting on 
Chriſt in the Means; the Soul faith, I have ma- 
ny Duties on my Hand to rform, and I do 
not know how te do them; but if your Soul de- 
fires to believe in Chriſt, to live in Chriſt, to 
rowl upon Chriſt, to wait on him in his Ordi- 
nances, you {ſhall go from Strength to Strength; 
you hall every one come to Glory, tho' you go 
through the Vally of Bacha ; though you have 
dark Places, and barren Plzces, you ſhall have 
Wells of Salvation, and they ſhall refreſn your 
Souls, Chrift will be dropping his Comforts and 
Grace, thatyou ſhall he filled with Comfort ; you 
hall go from ern Strength, till you ap- 
„ AA wats ; 
Again, As for your Strength, ſo for your Vic- 
tory and Conqueſt over Corruption: Have not 
you found in your waiting, that the Life of Chriſt 
iath been manifeſt in the Death of your Cor— 
ruptions, in your - Conqueſt, that when you have 
ied out, O wretched Man or Woman ! O how 
unfit to wait on Chriſt! O how dark and dead 
am I! Yet have not you through the Grace of 
Chriſt, found the Life of Chriſt made manifeſt, 
that you have gone away conquering and victo- 
rious? Though you do defire to live upon Chriſt, 
yet you have not brim full of him at once, but 
do receive your Joy and Comfort from him, 1 
a ä 31 i} + > At $* 43 > Ws 34s y 
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by DEP, that you may live on Chriſt in the 
Way of his Appointments. 

Thirdly, The third Reaſon is, that your Souls 
ſhall not be filled as you defire, but Drop by 
Drop, becauſe. we are not able to bear much of 
God's Glory at once, we ſhall be overſet with 
the Feaſt if it be too much, we are not able to 
drink much of this new Wine, it is a Joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory; therefore the Saints 
are called to enter into the Joy of their Lord, 
becauſe this Glory is unſpeakable, and cannot en- 
ter into- them, as good Mr. Whelch, - when. he 
was in Prayer and munion with God, Hold 
Lord, ſaith he, it is enough. So the Spouſe com- 
7 of being ſick of Love, not for an abſent 

rift, but for the great Enjoyment, Cant. ii. 4. 
He brought me into his banqueting Houſe, and his 
Banner over me was Love. What then? Stay me 
with Flagons, comfort me with Apples, for I am 
fick of Love. But in the 5th Chapter ſhe was 
fick of Love for an abſent Chriſt, for a with- 
drawn Chriſt ; not abſent in Union, then ſhe 
could not be fick of Love, nor for Communien, 
but overſet with Manifeſtations, not in that Man- 
ner as ſhe enjoyed when ſhe ſat under his Shadow 
in the third Chapter, that ſhe taſted his Fruit to 
be ſweet, for then ſhe had it by Degrees, but 
here in more abundant Manner, Verſe 3. As the 
Apple-tree among the Trees of the Wood, ſo is my 
Beloved among the Sons. TI ſat under his Shadow 
with great Delight, and bis Fruit was ſweet 10 
niy Taſte. While the Fruit drops from the Tree, 
the Spouſe could eat it, taſte it, reliſh it, and 
that: with Delight, and was not overſet with it ; 
but The wants , mare Communion. ' Hr, bnoughe 
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me into bis Banqueting-Houſe to the Love-Feaft 


there bis Banner over me was Lobe. 
Firſt, You fee a Believer 'in 4 State of Grace 


cannot move one Foot till Chriſt move him; hoy 


much leſs can a Soul that is in a State of Sin 
move after Chriſt ? Chrift brings a Soul on from 
leſſer to greater Enjoyments, from leſſer to great. 
er Manifeſtations ; he braught me into bis Ban. 

uetting-Houſe, where it was ſweet to fit, where 
{ had an Apple, a Drop of Love, a Taſte a 
his Grace: But be brought me, I could not get 
thither of myſelf; be brought me to bis Banquet 
ing-Houſe 5 what Sauce to the Feaſt ? His Bar 
ner over me was Love : What would have been 


the Banquet without the Banner of Love? Hy 


Banner over me was Love. What then ? ſhe wa 
made ſo much of, filled with ſuch Joy, ſuch Com- 
fort; filled with ſuch Aſſurance, filled with ſuch 


Delight, that ſhe was fain to cry out, Stay me 


with Flagons, comfort me with Apples ; my nar- 
row Veſſel vill ok hold it, 1 — law new 
Strength. Stay me with Flagons, new Wine, that 
is, the Thing containing for the Thing contain- 
cd in it. By Flagons is meant the Wine con- 
tained in the Flagons, as we ſpeak in the Lord's 
Supper : We ay, this Cup is the New Teſtament 
in his Blood, that is, the Wine in the Cup. 80 
here, the Spouſe, Stay me with Flagons, I have 
ſuch a Love Feaft, I want Plagons of Wine to 
ſtrengthen me; yea, and let me have ſome of the 
Apples too, that before dropt from the Tree, | 
am ſick of Love. Do you not wiſh ſometimes, 
© that T were filled with Chriſt !' O that I could 
praiſe, him, love him, * behold his Face, and en. 
him as they do above! Could our poor weak 
eſſels bear this? No. When the Lord * 

Ys 
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by, Moſes was to lie in the Clefts of the Rock; 
and the Evangeliſt Fobn fell down before him; 
therefore the gives. by Drop, that we might 
not have our Hearts overſet, but an Appetit 
to long for more of him: But for the full Mani- 
ſeſtation of him, that is reſerved for you in 
Glory, where you will have Strength for Vifi- 
on, and where you will have Support for Frui- 
tion; there you will have your Fill of him, 
— he brings you to the Throne of his 

Or v. | (303i IEh 1 f | 

Fourthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed 


cauſe your Souls may have a real Im 
of his Divine Grace and Love to your Souls. 
When the Soul hath longed and waited for Ma- 
nifeſtations of his Favour, what deep Impreſſion 
does it make ? Then O bleſs the Lord my Soul, 
and all that is within me bleſs bis boly Name, 
plal. ciii. How was the Plalmiſt taken with the 
loving-kindneſs of God? What 2 Impreſſions 
does it make on the Heart, when the Soul 
bath been in the miry Clay, and there hath been 
<q" and cold, and the Lord hath quicken- 
it? ä | F 3 ET GEN 
Fifthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed to 
give down 11 Souls not fuch full Flowings 
a you may defire (but yet you are not barren) 
bat nothing may be loſt of his divine Grace 
id Love; there is Milk for Babes. What, would 
ou have all Men? What then ſhould we 
o with the Milk ? There is Milk for Babes, and 
Meat for Men? The Apoſtle writes to 
children, to young: Men, and to Fathers; there 
r Children that can ſcaroe go, muſt be on 
| cle 


not to come down with thoſe full Streams, and 
pour in as your Souls, may be, would deſire, be- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


others. Alas! ſhould we preach to weak Be. 
lievers, as we do to ſtrong Believers; they woull 


_ -fincerely, yet have not ſuch Manifeſtations, ſud 
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ried in Arms, there is the Breaſt for them; an 
then there is Cans, Ewe that is the Chriſtian 
that can weather Temptation better than ſome 


be diſcouraged, and think they had no Grace; 
There are ſome that are able to weather Temp 
tation, and to conquer Corruption, and to over. 
come the Enemies of their Souls, and bear th 
he Hidings of God's Face better than other 

ut then there are old Men, Fathers in Chtil, 
and they have more Experience in Trials, mor 
Experience in Comforts : David had Experienc, 
Hide not thy Face from me, thou haſt been m 
Help hitherto, leave me not, neither forſake me, 
God f my Salvation.. Conſider there are three 
Sorts if every one ſhould be a Father, even 
Oe young Men and ſtrong, then there would be 
no Children: You that cry you are barren, har 
you no Grace, becauſe not ſo much as othen 
— as you deſire? And tho? you have not ſud 
divine Manifeſtation as others, theretore is not 
Chriſt yours? Have you not your longing Deſim 
many Times filled up abundantly. ? There ar 
ſmall. Veſſels and larger Veſſels, the Lord Jel 
would have nothing loſt of his divine Grace ant 
(Love; and Believers that ſerve him faithfully 


full Showers as they deſire: Would you have 
Love, all Aſſurance, all Comfort? And ſo pal 
along: But are not you conſcious that many « 
the Children of: God are not ſo? But they 2 
longing depending on Chriſt for Manifeſtations 
and would not you have ſome Drops of Con 
fort for them ? V, faith the: Believer, then th 
would go beſide. you at that Time; for whi 
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you have Aſſurance, you need not thoſe Com- 


torts and Supports as * doubting Souls want; 
1 put you erer for 5 — and bleſſi God: 
Be But yet we are in divers Frames, and the Soul 


is fill chirſting or wanting, and fees its want of 
Grace ; that Frame of Grace ſeldom meets with 
m Diſappointment in the Word, but ſomething falls 
ver: to their Share. If you had your Hearts full of 
the MY Joy, and had full Aſſurance, you would rather 
rs: be ſecking a Place to be praiſing God, than to 
i be under ſuch Ordinances, where we are diſpenſ- 
nor ing and giving Comfort to doubting Souls. As 
eng Child at a Table, give it a Bit and a Bit, and 
Ahe Child will be looking up in your Face; but 
ve, Of if bis Belly was filled at once, it would be rea- 
tre dy to be gone; fo if you were filled with Com- 
verry fort and fo and ſo were not living upon the 
Lord Jelus Chriſt for the Maniſeſtations of his 
Grace, you might not have one Sentence in ſome 
Sermons'belongingto you. But the longing Soul 
is ſtill longing and waiting, becauſe they are 
ſenſible they want more Grace, more of Chriſt, 
W more of the pouring out of the Spirit. When 
Je have a pro Rain we have not ſo many 
Veſſels empty; but when the Hills are dry, and 
the Vallies want Rain, then the Veſſels are ter 
forth, if but a little Rain falls: So when you 
have thoſe full ſtreams of Mercy you defire, there 
will not be ſuch running to ſet out your Veſſels, as 
when you feel your Wants, and are more ſenfible 
of your _— O with what Earneſtneſis 
J 4 do you thirſt after Chriſt, and the Means of 
tion Grace, when you are under the Senſe of your 
Don own Poyerty ! Then the poor Believer cries, O 
on tu let my Vela have ſome Fillings! O that my 
rern H 1 Heart 
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Heart my not miſs any of that Comfort, that 
- Joy that _ in the Word ! 88 
Sixthly, The Lord is pleaſed to give us by 
Drops, and not in ſuch full Meaſure as is defir. 
ed, that they may be the more endeared to je- 
ſus Chriſt. It is the whole Work of a Believer, 
though he uſe Means, yet to live on Chriſt: 4 
aam's Nature is too much in us, we think we 
have Stock enough, like the Prodigal, Give me 
 2ny Portion and I will be gone; ſo we think we 
have enough of our own : And if we have in 
larged Hearts, inlarged Deſires, we are apt to 
reſt on Ordinances more than Chriſt : But when 
the Soul ſees. nothing, neither Ordinances nor 
Duties can help it, then. it reſts on Chriſt 
then it lives above all upon Chriſt ; they uſe 
all Means they may to enjoy Chriſt, they wou'd 
leave no Stone unturn'd {as the Spouſe) that they 
may meet with Chriſt, Cant. iii 2. I will riſe now 
and go about the City; in the Streets, and in the 
| broad Ways will I ſeek him whom my Soul lovetb: 
I ſought bim but I found bim not. The Spout 
uſed all Means, ſecret Duty, publick Duty, all 
Ways to meet with Chriſt, but ſhe could not 
vail till Chriſt revealed himſelf to her. 
Seventhly, The Lord is pleaſed thus to give to 
us, that we may be more thankful for every Show- 
er of Grace. 5 
So much for the ſecond Particular ; the Soul 
muſt needs live a growing Life that lives on 
Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt comes down as Rain on 
the Soul; and although the Soul does not find 
thoſe Manifeſtations that it defires, yet the Lord 
intends nothing but Gocd towards it. 


Thirdly, They that live this Life of Faith, 


that defire Chriſt in all, and live on him in all 


Jefus 
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ſeſus Chriſt will, through his Grace, make them 
live a fruitful Life, becauſe Chriſt is to them a 
glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs : As he is Rain 
from Heaven, fo he is the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 
the Believer lives under the warming divine 
Beams of this glorious Sun. For me to live is 
rift ; to live under his divine Beams of Grace, 
o have my Eye fix'd on this glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, to have my Aims and Ends, and 
Eye ſingly fix d upon him; therefore the Be- 
liever that 5 Faith lives on him muſt needs live 
| fruitful Life, Mal. iv. 2. But unto you that fear 
my Name ſball the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with 
healing under bis Wings ; and you fall go forth 
md grow up as Calves of the Stall. Unto you that 
tar my Name. . WRT 
Firſt, You have the Perſons that enjoy this 
reat Privilege, thoſe that fear the Lord, to wit, 
gelle vers, diſtinguiſhed from all others. 
Scondly, The Author of this Glory, the Lord 
eſus Chriſt, . 

Thirdly, The Mercy they ſhall receive from 


m. | 

He ſball ariſe with healing under his Wings up- 
ſuch as fear his Name. This general ercy 
ith three glorious Manifeſtations. 1 
Firſt, He riſes with bealing under his Wings : 


zol riſt makes healthful Souls; the Believer hath 
* healthful Soul. 
| on Il $*condly, Here is Liberty to the Soul, they 
and Mi! go forth ; one that knows not Chriſt is in 
Lord Nadage; but they ſhall go forth. 


Thirdly, Here is their Growth, they ſball grow 
as Calves of the Stall; upon them that fear the 
rd the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall riſe with 
ling under his Wings. Though the Believer 
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ſometimes may have his doubting Fits, his De. 
ſpondeney many Times, yet the Sun of Righte. 
ouſneſs will not let him petiſh for want d 
healing; be will riſe with healing under hi 
Wings. | 
Fin, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt heals the Souls 
Believers with his Spirit, when he pours out hi 
Spirit into their Souls; comfort ye, comfort | 
my N Iwill ſend the Comforter to you. f. 
a poor orden drooping, deſponding Believe: 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt riſes with healing under hi 
Wings, he ſends him a divine Cordial from He 
ven, he ſends a Drop from his own Heart; theSy 
rit of God comes and heals the Soul. When th 
Diſciples were under Trouble, the Holy Ghoſti 
Hed, I will ſend you the Comforter : 'Thoug 
it is a dark Day, though you think you fil 
never bear your Burden, yet I will ſend, the Hi 
ly Ghoſt that ſhall be a Comforter, that ſha 
lead you in all Truth, that ſhall be better tha 
my Preſence: So the poor Spouſe, her n 
Bowels were turned within, her very Heart v 
broken: ¶ opened to my Beloved and he was go 
my Soul fainted, my Heart melted ; What then 
Did he leave any thing behind him? Les: 
left Myrrh upon the Handle of the Lock ; hed 
not only leave a Lock and Key, he did not le 
an Heart without Faith, nor an Heart with 
fome Peace, nor an Heart without Joy, nor 4 
Heart without Comfort. A Soul that is und 
the Law, when he hath done a Duty, is de 
and hard ftill ; but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt lea 
| Myrrh upon the Handle of the Lock; rhou 
be was gone and left her wounded, he left 
Batſam to heal her, Whenever the Lord 4 


* ö 
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Chriſt leaves his People, he leaves Myrrh behind 
him, My Beloved put in his Hand by the Hole of 


the Door, and my Bowels were moved for him. 
Cant. V. 


Fir#t, Chriſt heals with his Spirit. 

Second y, Chriſt heals with his Merits. 

When a Believer is under Trouble and Fear, 
this precious Blood of Chriſt comes freſh to them, 
and is applied to them; they overcame by the Blood 
of the Lamb. When a poor Soul goes mourning, 
wiſhing, longing, O that I knew that Chri 
were mine! Then Chriſt comes with his glorious 
Merit, with his precious Blood he comes and heals 
the Soul, comes and applies that Blood, in whos 
al we have Redemption through his Blood, the Remiſ- 
Wl fon of Sin, Epheſ. i. 7. 

Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt heals the Soul 
with his Righteoufnets. 

When a Soul finds itſelf in a naked Condition, 
(as it were) it cannot draw nigh to God, it can- 
not look up to God, it cannot ſpeak chearfully 
of God, nor thank God for Riches of Redemp- 
tion, fearing Chriſt is none of his; the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt reveals his Grace and Redemption; 
and the Soul faith, The Lord is my Rigbteouſueſs; 
the Lord Jefus Chrift heals all the Facultics 

the Soul. i | a 
Firft, He heals the Underſtanding : Though 
the Believer hath true Knowledge of Chriſt, yet 
he may be in the Dark ; when he ſtands behind 
the Wall, the Believer cannot ſee him. The Lord 
— Chriſt is pleaſed by his ay Spirit to en- 
ighten the Underſtanding, to ſee how glorious 
and beautiful this Sun of Righteouſneſs is : As the 
Sun is the Glory of the World, to Chriſt is the 
Glory of the Soul. As the Sun is Specu un 
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Mandi, ſo Chriſt is Speculum Anime ; all the pi. 
ritual Light that the Soul enjoys comes in and 
through Chriſt. P/. xxxvi. 9. For with the 
is the Fountain of Light, in thy Light we ſtal 
4 Light ; ſo that if „this glorious Sun of 

ighteouſne(s heals the Uaderſtandin ; he opens 
the blind Eyes, and leads the Blind in a Way 
they knew not. The glorious Goſpel is the Cha. 
riot that the Sun of Righteouſneſs rides in, that 
brings immortal Life to Light through the Goſ: 
I: But what would the Goſpel be without the 
un of Righteoulneſs, 2 Tim. i. 10. But is now 
made manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour 

Jeſus Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed Death, and hath 

rought Life and Immortality to Light by the Gif: 
pel. What would a Goſpel be without a Chriſt? 

t would be as a Box without a Pearl; it would 
be as a Glaſs without Quick-filver ; nay, a poor 
Soul would have no Eyes to fee this Glaſs, were 
it not that Chriſt ſhines into the Soul: Beſote 
Chriſt comes, every Soul is ſhut bp 06 in a dark 
Dungeon, and can ſee nothing ; but when this 
glorious Sun doth ſhine with his glorious Beams 
on the Soul, how does the Soul ſee his Beauty 
and Excellency! Then it may be ſaid, that the Light 
of the Lord is riſen upon them, 1/a. Ix. 1. Ariſe, 
ſpine, for thy Light is come, and the 8 of the Lord 
is revealed. When a poor doubting Bcliever hath 
the Revelation of this Sun of Righteouſneſs, when 
he ſhines on the Soul with the divine Beams of his 
Grace, with the divine Beams of his Love, with 
the divine Bearns of Comfort, with divine Beams 
of Peace, this Sun of Righteouſneſs js united unto 
a Believer : We cant have a dark World while we 
have the Sun; our Horizon cannot be dark 


while we have the glorious Sun in it: So Chriſ 
: CE 
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is in the Believer the Hope of Glory, and they 


live in Chriſt, and Chriſt lives in them : But 
does he always ſhine alike in them? No: The 
Sun doth not always ſhine alike, though it is 
the ſame one Day as another, yet ſometimes the 
Clouds keep it from us, but yet they are en- 
lightned with it. Take Notice of this, you can 
never be thriving Souls, while you are ignorant 
Souls: But a Believer, though he complains of 
Ignorance, hath ſuch Knowledge, that he can 
fay, I defire none but Chriſt, none in Compari- 
ſon of Chriſt : The Soul can ſay, I defire nothing 
but Chriſt ; and if you ask me, what I would 
have, I would tell you Chriſt above all. If you 
ask me, how came you to know this glorious 
Lad: He ſhined on my Underſtanding in the 
glorious Glaſs of the Goſpel, changing my Soul 
mto the ſame Image, 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all 
with open Face, beholding as in a G/aſs the Glo- 
of the Loyd, are changed into the ſame Image 
rom Glory to Glory. When a Soul comes to 
ke in the Glaſs of the Goſpel this glorious Lord, 
how glorious Chriſt is, then the Soul cries out, 
O let me live in Chriſt ! Let me glorify Chriſt ! 
Surely now you are thriving Souls in the Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt; I mean, ſaving Know- 
ledge, ſanRified Knowledge, ſuch as the Sun of 
Righ teouſneſs reveals when he riſes with healing 
under his Wings. There are ſome Places that 
have not the San for many Months, and O how 
dark and uncomfortable are they then! How 
dark are Souls till Chriſt comes into them! 
Whatever Knowledge you have, though you could 
diſcourſe whole Bodies of Divinity, yet you are 
dark and ignorant 'till Chriſt: comes to enlighten 
and teach you. The 8 Believer is brought 
4 to 
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to this Frame to thirſt after Jeſus Chriſt, and t 

defire him with his whole Soul; moſt do not be. 

lieve the Report Miniſters give of him, Ja. li 

I. Who bath believed our Report, and to whim 

hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed ? For he 

ſhall grow up as a tender Plant, and as a Rut 

out of the dry Ground, he hath no Form nor Com- 

lineſs, and when we ſhall ſee bim, there is no Beau 

ty that we ſhould deſire him; many fee ſomething 

in good Duties; they would be doing ſomething 

| for their Salvation, and think to patch up x 
| Righteouſneſs thereby ; but for to know Jeu 
Chriſt ſo as to live on him, they ſee no defire. 
ableneſs in him. How much Kid the Phariſees 

do; yet Jeſus Chriſt was rejected by them? Ve 

Jhall lee his Glory as the Glory of the only be. 

gotten Son of God, full of Grace and Truth? 0 

what a Chriſt full of Grace, and full of Truth, 

| and full of Love, and full of Glory, did thele 
| Fews reject? The Sun of Righteouſneſs, though 
e was come, he had not riſen with his Glory 

upon them. Ah glorious Lord, that any ſhould 

be 1o blind, as not to ſee ſome Beauty in this 
glorious Chriſt ! And yet ſo blind is the moſt 

of the World, and many Profeflors, that though 

they have the glorious Light of his Word, yet 

how dark are their Souls? We may ſay as the 
Prophet, When they ſee bim there is no Beauty 

that they ſee in bim that they ſhould defere bin 

Tell a carnal Heart of Chriſt, and Grace, and 
Heaven, they go away, and have no defire to 

bim ; but when Chriſt comes in his Word, and 

ſhines into the Soul, and riſes with healing under 

his Wings; O then, faith the Soul, let me hare 

a Chriſt, let me live to Chriſt ! Before 1 

no Beauty in him that they ſhould defire him; 

n0 
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no Beauty, and yet altogether beautiful, What 
is the moſt glorious Object when a Man is 
blind? What is the glorious Sun to a Man that 
cannot ſee ? So what is this glorious Chriſt, this 
lovely Chriſt, this precious Chriſt, to a poor blind 
Sinner? But for the Believer that hath Chriſt his 
Life, he cries out for more Knowledge, more 
Grace, more Communication from Chriſt : Chriſt 
doth daily ſhine more and more in a Believer's 
Underſtanding, removing Ignorance and Dark- 
nels. The pooreſt Believer in Knowledge can- 
not but give God praiſe for healing his Under- 
ſtanding, though I know we are rather crying 
out for what we want, than giving Thanks for 
what we have received. The Lord Jeſus heals 
the, groſs Ignorance of your Underſtanding, and 
heals it more and more : Though God is pleaſed 
to give to every one according to their Place 
al Station, yet every one ſhall have a faving 
Knowledge. There is Milk for Babes, and Meat 
for ſtrong Men. 
Secondly, You ſhall profper and thrive, becauſe 

the Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he ariſes on your 
Souls, heals your Affections. Before the Heart 
was'as dead and as cold as a Stone, no Love for 
Chriſt ; whatever you loved, no Love for this 
Lord of Glory: But no'v when this Sun of 
Righteouſneſs is riſen with healing under his 
Wings, he heals the Affections of the Soul; that 
now the Soul is let out in Affection to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; now the Soul cries out, How lovely is th 

Dwelling-Place, as David did; and why is it fo 
lovely, David? Becauſe there I enjoy God. So 
faith a Believer, how lovely are the Ordinances 
of Chriſt ! Why Chriſtian, what makes them ſa 
lorely ? Oh, faith the Chriſtian, I meet with a 
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lovely Chriſt there. Saith the Spouſe, Tel! thoy 


me, O thou whom my Siu loveth, where thou 
feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy Flock to reſt at 
Noon Why, would you be there? I would be 
where the Flock is, becauſe Chriſt is there, Cart, 
i. J. When the Soul feels the warm divine Beams 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, then the Soul comes 
to ſee a Lovelineſs in Chriſt, Before you can 
love Chriſt, you muſt ſee that Chriſt loved you 
firſt, he firſt darts his divine Love into your 
Souls. When Elijah caſt his Mantle over Eliſha, 
faith Eliſha, Let me I pray thee kiſs my Father 
and Mother, and then I will follow thee. Why, 
what have I done to thee ? What haſt thou done; 
Enough to draw me after thee. It was not any 
Vertue in the Mantle, but a divine Power from 
Heaven that did draw his Heart after the Pio- 
phet. Away he runs after him, and when he 
was taken from him, he cries out, My Father, 
my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Horſe 
men thereof. 

When the divine Beams of the Love of Chriſt 
are caſt into the Soul, then the Soul cries out, 
For me to live is Chriſt. O that I may live to 
the Lord! O that I may die in the Lord! O that 
I may have Upholdings, that I may have 
Strength in every Trial! Then I care not what 
I go through, that I may enjoy the Lord. Some- 
times a Believer comes with an Heart very cold, 
dead and narrow, and doth not Jeſus Chriſt 
ſend him away as a burning Lamp ? When he 
riſes with healing under his Wings, what Divine 
Love does he draw forth in -your Souls after 
bim ? The Spouſe was ſo cold, ſhe could not {0 
wuch as open to Chriſt ; but when Chriſt had 
left his Myrrh upon the Handle of the Lock, ſhe 
| — 
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mus after him, crying out, She was ſick of Love. 
So ſometimes a Believer is in a very dead Frame, 
a very cold Frame, a very narrow Frame ; but 
the Lord Chriſt comes in the Ordinance with his 
divine Beams, and the Soul is warmed, and tranſ- 
formed into the very Image of the God of Love: 
As for Example, the Diſciples were walking in 
a freezing Condition, Chriſt was among them but 
a little while, and their Hearts were burning hot 
within them; Was it Chriſt's bodily Preſence 
only ? No, no, that many Thouſands enjoyed; 
but he came to them with the healing Beams of 
his divine Love to their Souls ; he darted divine 
Beams of his Grace into their Hearts: O then 
they talk after another Manner. With what Fer- 
rency and Delight did they diſcourſe of the King- 
dom of Heaven, to what they did before ? Some- 
times when Believers meet together, how dead, 
and cold, and narrow are they? But when Chriſt 
ariſes with new healing Beams of divine Grace 
„In their Hearts, how thriving is their Diſcourſe? 
lt IN How profitable? How warmly do they diſcourſe 
ut, of the Kingdom of God? How longing after 
It? Luke xxiv. 32. And they ſaid one to another, 

bat Wl Did not our Hearts burn within us, while be talk- 
ed with us by the Way, aud while he opened to us 
hat Wh: Scripture * He might have talked of the 
me- Kripture long enough, and opened the Meaning 
old, of them, — no Warmth come to their Hearts 
riſt till he ſhined into their Souls. You that are 
| be Wuiited to this Sun of Righteouſneſs, you that live 
on him by Faith, you are under theſe thriving 

fer II Beams, though wa have not always the fame 
t ſo Manifeſtation : But when theſe glorious. Beams 
A dart into your Souls, how —_ are you in your 
* Walking, and in your talking? Tho? you may have 

| : ſon: 
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ſome froſty Nights, ſome cold Fits, yet while 
ou are united to this Sun of Righteouſneſs, you 
Mall have ſome warm Beams that ſhall make you 
thrive and grow. All Means of Grace are like 
the Prophet's Staff, which will not bring the dead 
Child to Life until the Prophet comes. When 
the Prophet came and lay on the Child, the 
Child was warm, and it breathed and ſtirred, 
and roſe up and walked. Poor doubting Soul, 
is there Breath in thee ? Doſt thou breathe after 
Chriſt ? Doſt thou defire no Means, Mercies nor 
Bleſſings, but what thou mayeſt enjoy Chriſt in 
them? I fay, Chriſt hath already breathed on 
you, and his divine Beams of Grace will cauk 
you to riſe up-and walk, I mean to grow ſtronger 
and ſtronger ; ſo that the Sun of Righteouſnel 
heals the Affections of many. A poor Soul cri 
I cannot love Chriſt, it is impoſſible I ſhould 
ever love him! But if you defire to love Chriſt 
with your whole Heart, you love him already, 
The Soul that hath a Spark of Faith, that wor 
by Love, ſhall be ſure to encreaſe in Love: 
When Chriſt comes down, when he puts in his 
Finger by the Hole of the Door, faith the Soul 
Draw me, I will run 7 7 thee ; his Love i; 
better than Wine. Chriſt ſometimes gives you 
Drops of Wine, ſometimes Flagons of Wine; 
ſometimes a Sip, and ſometimes full Draught 
Draw me, and J will run after thee ; as if he had 
ſaid, Draw me, and I will commend thee t 
athers : As Melanctbon ſaid when he was con. 
verted, he thought that he could have converted 
all that he converſed with; but he found the oli 
Serpent was too hard for young Meſancthon. Whet 
the Soul comes to know this glorious Chriſt I 


Faith, and to live upon him, the Soul thinks 
cou 
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could fo commend him, that he could make 
all about him to love Chriſt. Draw me, I 
will run after thee : Why, what is the Matter? 
Thy Love is better than Wine, verſe 3. Becauſe of 
the Savonr of thy good Ointments, thy Name is as 
Ointment poured forth, therefore do the Virgins 
love thee, verſe 4. Draw me, we will run after 
thee, When the Lord Jeſus Chriſt witneſſes to 
the Believer, by the Spirit, that he js nnited to 
him, when he ſends forth divine Beams from this 
lorious Light, and Life, and Warmth, the Soul 
bath his Love drawn out abundantly. When Pe- 
ter was freezing by the Fire in the High Prieſt's 
Hall, one Look from Chriſt melts his heart, Ah, 
my Friends, you may have the Fire of Ordi- 
nances kindled, and yet have Hearts as cold as a 
Stone; bat when Chriſt looks on you, then does 
be melt your Souls into the very Image of Love, 
then he draws the Heart after him in Divine 
Acts of Love, that what the Soul hath often 
thought of, now it comes more and more to 
the Soul, that Love is ftronger than Death : 
When the divine Beams of divine Love are dart- 
2 into the Soul, and the Soul comes to con- 

erz 
Firſt, What unconceivable Love the Love of 
Chriſt is: O, ſaith the Soul, Chrift hath loved 
me with an unconceivable, unſpeakable Love: 
So Paul faith, who loved me, and gave himſelf 
for me, Not I live, but Chriſt lives in me; the 
Sou! is acquainted, this is an unſpeakable Love, 
John 1. 3. Bebold what Manner of Love is this, 
that we ſhould be called the Children of God: O 
what unſpeakable Love is this, faith the Soul, 
that I ſhould be called a Child of God ! How 
comes it about ? O the Wonders of this „ ! 
that 
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O that I ſhould be called a Child of God:. 


What me, to be made like Chriſt ? For God to 
be my Father in Chriſt? What Manner of Love 
is this? How unſpeakable, how wonderful is 
this Love? 

Secondly, When Chriſt comes to ſhine on the 
Soul, it comes to ſee what diſtinguiſhing Love 
this is: Why me, O Lord? Who gave himſelf 
for me? Saith the Apoſtle, There is an Appli- 
cation of this Love. Why me Lord ? Why not 
many Thouſands choſen, and I left out ? Why 
I choſen, and many Thouſands left? O that 
Chriſt ſhould love me, redeem me, die for me | 
O my Soul, love thou the Lord, live to this 
Lord, let him be all in all, who loved me be- 
fore the World was: That I am not among the 
Damaed in Hell is a wonderful Mercy : But that 
I ſhould be one of the Lord's redeemed Ones, 
that I ſhould be choſen out of the Kindred, and. 
Tongues, and Nations of the Earth: O what 
Love is this! The Expreſſions and Impreſſions 
of divine Love! A Believer would live with it 
all his Days, and die with it, and go to Glory 
with it. Why me, Lord? Why haſt thou par- 
doned me, ſanctifſied me? O that God ſhould. 

ive Chriſt for me! That Chriſt ſhould go thro' 
his Sorrows for me ! Through his bloody Sweat 
for me: That I ſhould have a Part in Chriſt's 

recious Merits ! What tho* Chriſt loved Sinners, 
if I am not the Sinner that Chriſt loves ? But when 
the Beams of divine Love are darted into the 
Soul, it cries, O that Chriſt hath loved me more 
than his own Life! More than his own Glory! 
And loved me above others in the World! O 
what diſtinguiſhing Love is this! Then the Soul 
muſt needs have an endeared Love to Crit 0 
that 
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that for me to live n Chriſt! O that I may 


enjoy him in all my Enjoyments ! | 
Thirdly, The Soul ſees the Love of Chriſt is 
andeſerved Love. O Wretch that I am, that ever 
Chriſt ſhould love me! It is an heightning our 
Love when the divine Beams of his Love ſhines 
on our Souls, to reveal how unworthy we are of 
Chriſt's Love. This is that the * ſpeaks of, 
and nothing more hightens our Love, than that 
Chriſt is us, when we were unworthy of his 
Love, 1 Tim. i. 12, 13. And I thank Chriſt Je- 
ſus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry, 
who was before a Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, 
and injurious, but I obtained Mercy. It is a glo- 

rious Beam of Divinity ſhines on the Soul, w 
the Soul comes to ſee its own Unworthineſs : 
Why me, Lord, ſo wretched and miſerable a 
Sinner ? What, Chriſt come from his glorious 
Throne, from Heaven to Earth, to heal my 
Heart! To come here to die for me a wretched 
Soul! O when the Sun of Righteouſneſs riſes on 
the Soul to-draw out its Love to Chriſt, then 
the Soul ſees its own Unworthineſs ; then a Soul 
loves Chriſt really, when he fees Chriſt loved him 
unworthy. How unworthy is my Soul of his 
Love! This was Paul's Cry, and ſo it is every 
Believer's; and the more Chriſt ſhines on your 
Soul, the more do you ſee your Unworthineis of 
his Love and Grace; and the Soul cries out, 
Lord, haſt thou paſſed by all my Unworthineſs, 
crown'd me with Love, enriched me with Love, 
and ſhall I have my Fill of Love? O what 
Love is this! Ser nr x 
Fourtbly, The Soul finds it a Love that paſſeth 
Knowledge. Eph. iii. 14. And to know the Love of 
| Grit 
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which paſſeth Knowledge. Truly, faith the Soul, 
I cannot tell you wherefore Chrift loved me, nor 
I cannot tell you the Depths of his Love ; but 

is I can tell, I ſhall ever ſhine in the Ocean 
of his Love to all Eternity. The more they 
meditate, the more they der ; the more they 
think of it, the more they wonder ; what was 
from Eternity in the Breaſt of God, that was 
manifeſted 'in Time in giving Chriſt. If you 
ask me to tell you from whence it comes, it was 


from Eternity. 

Secondly, The Sun of — with his 
glorious Beams heals the Affections, in 2 
Soul an humble and contrite Heart. Many think 
when they are not ſhooting up, they are not 
growing ; but there may be a taking Root, tho' 
not a ſhooting up; the golden Mines are not 
ſeen above the Earth, they lie low: By the In. 
fluence of the Sun the Seed takes Root in the 
Earth, and ſprings up. Thus it is with the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
changing the Heart of a Believer ; when he is 
increaſing in the inner Man, not ſhooting forth, 
not growing in Appearance, yet he takes Root, 
is growing in Humility. When once the Lord 

us Chriſt comes with his Grace, and ſhines 
into the Soul, it humbles the Soul, and makes it 
low in its own. Eyes, and then the Soul ſees itſelf 
wanting in Grace, wanting in Love, wanting in En- 
largements and Delights, but it grows Pumble 
When Chriſt appears the Soul ſees its own Defor- 
mity, the Soul thinks it is decaying in Grace, when it 
is not acting thoſe Graces, as we may ſay, above 
Ground. The Fruit-Trees do not bear Fruit all 
the Year, yet are alive all the Year. 80 I ſa 
to the Believer, it is the ſureſt Way of Growt 
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when they grow in Humility. When a Soul 
comes to tee Chriſt, the more he ſhines with the 
divine Luſtre of his Grace and Righteouſneſs, the 
more the Soul is contrite. Saith Paul, When the 
Law came, Sin revived and I died. Panl, was it 
the Law in the Letter that ſhewed you your Sin ? 
(then why does it not teach thoſe poor Crea- 
tures that read it, and have it read to them?) 
No, but it was the Power of Chriſt in the Law, 
the Spirit of the Law of Life in Chriſt that 
ſhined into his Heart, and brought Home the 
Law to him, to be a condemning Judge on the 
Bench, to give the Sentence of Death, that Chriſt 
might be there to be the Object of Lite and 
Salvation to his Soul. Saith he, Sin revived and 
I died. Perſons will ſtrain what they can to keep 
an even Reckoning with the Law, by doing ſome 
outward Duties. Such as the Lord Jeſus hath 
not riſen upon, they are yet in Darkneſs, Chil 
dren of the Night; they walk at Uncertainty, 
they know not whether they go. Alas! Many a 
ey Soul thinketh he is as ſure to go to Heaven as 
e is to die, when he is in the very Road to 
Hell ; only ſome go in the broad trodden Path, 
open, prophane, impudent Sinners; ſome ſteal 
thither behind the Hedge, they are going to Hell, 
but in a cloſer Walk, hidden from others, and 
many that are ſaid to be | 
Children of the Kingdom, that Mr. Murcet on 
are Strangers in Heart to an in- Mal. 4. 2. 
ward Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But when Chriſt comes to the Soul, he comes to 
the inward Part; then the Soul is unhorſed of 
Itſelf; and laid low before the Lord. It was 
the Saying of an Holy Divine, we may ſooner 


call Twenty from Prophaneneſs, than one —_— 
is 
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his own Righteouſneſs : For, ſaith he, Sin is: 
feveriſh Diſtemper to the Soul; and when the 
*Man hath — he knows he is out of Order: 
But for a Man's own Righteouſneſs, it is ſo bom 
and bred with him, that he makes it his grand 
Idol ; *rill Chriſt appears to the Soul with d. 
vine Beams of his Righteouſneſs and Grace; this 
lays a Soul low and humble before the Lord, 
and makes a poor Soul behold its own Ignorance, 
Saith the Soul, I am tooliſh, but Chriſt is my 
Wiſdom ; I cannot manage my Salvation, nor! 
cannot chuſe aright, but Chriſt is my Wiſdom to 
chuſe for me. 

Thus a Soul is humbled under its own Igno- 
rance ; he beholds Chriſt that glorious Sun that 
gives Light to ſee his Father's Face, and to have 
all the glorious Will of God revealed to the Soul 
in him. The Sun is the Glory of the Heavens 
but one Star differs from another. Star in = 
but there is none like the Glory of the Sun. 
the Lord hath put the Excellence of Glory t 
the Lord Jeſus! He is the &Teavyaowme, the 
ſhining forth of his Father's Glory. He ſpeaks 
here of Chriſt as Incarnate : As the Glory of 
God did ſhine in the Face of Moſes, ſo that 
the People could not behold ; ſo now the Glo- 
ry of the Lord ſhineth in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Apoſtle hath it, ſo that we cannot behold 
it; it dazzles our Eyes ſtedfaſtly to behold his 
Glory, as it doth to behold the Sun in its Glo- 
ry. Here is the Glory of his Grace, the Glory 
of his Wiſdom, of his Mercy, of his Power, and 
all in Chriſt; he is the Glory, as it were, of 
divine Attributes, they all ſhine forth in him, 
each with his peculiar Glory. The Temple, the 
Glory of the Lord filled it, ſo that they could 


not 


Chriſt a Chriſtian's Life. 117 
not ſtand to miniſter before him ſometimes, ſo 
Brethren, now the Lord hath placed us in Jeſus 
Chriſt, - he hath filled him with _ 
his Glory. Therefore ſaith the Pra- Mr. Murcot. 
phet, The Glory of the Lord is riſen 
on thee, Iſa. Ix. 3. that is, Chriſt manifeſted to 
thee, | 

Secondly, The Soul ſees itſelf unrighteous, 
therefore it is humbled under its Sinfulneſs, till 
Chriſt is made its Righteouſneſs, 

Thirdly, The Soul ſees itſelf cloathed with 
Rags; like a Man that works hard, yet cannot 
cloath himſelf with any Thing but Rags. Saith 
a Soul, notwithſtanding all that I have done, I 
have not a Righteouſneis to cloath me to ſtand 
with before God : But Chriſt is my Robe of 
Righteouſneſs ; therefore when the Soul is hum- 
bled, when he does not grow in Enlargements, 
et he grows humble under the Senſe of his own 
—— and of Chriſt's Excellency. Many 
Trees are planted in ſhady. Places, that grow 
tall, tho* they bear no Fruit. When a Soul 
knows not Chriſt, there may be ſome external 
Duties performed, yet the Soul does not grow. 
When Trees are ſhort they bear thick. When a 
Soul grows in Humility, they ng forth much 
Fruit, though they hang down their Heads. 
Vhen the —__— of Grapes are heavy, then 
does the Vine hang down its Head : So when a 
Soul grows out of Love with itſelf, and in love 
with Chriſt, then does the Soul lie low before 
the Lord. When a Believer thinks there is a 
decaying, it is not ſo ; though it may be ſome 
Graces are not ſo much in Exerciſe at one Time 
as at another. But I do not ner ans Hom 
| race 
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Grace can decay whilſt Chrift lives. The Tree 
are not green all the Year, yet you do not fa 
they are dead, the Root 'is in the Earth and 
keeps alive. So a Believer groaning under a 
Senſe of his Unworthineſs, he is then belt pre. 
pared to bring forth Fruit to God. The more 
we find our own Unworthineſs, and the leſs we 
find the Promiſes to belong unto us, the more 
we muſt defire them, being affured that this De. 
fire doth greatly pleaſe God, who deſireth and 
willeth his Grace ſhould be earneſtly deſired. 
Therefore when the glorious Sun of Righteouſ 
neſs caſts forth his divine Beams, the Souls 
humble and lowly : There may be ſome Dead. 
neſs as to the Exerciſe of Faith, ſome Deadnelz 
as to the Exerciſe of Love, ſome Backwardnek 
in Heart unto Duty. Is the Soul now decaying! 
No, it is a Winter Seaſon ; and though you 
not find Grace in preſent Exerciſe, yet your Root 
is alive and will fpring forth. - Will Chriſt le 
it die? No, it is more to 'glorify his Grace, 
Lazarus ſhall lie four Days in the Grave, and 
then the Power of God will be more glorified 
in raiſing him up; and this we find moſt excel. 
lent in Peter: Did not Peter know Chrift ? Ye, 
but yet he muſt take a little better Root; he 
muſk ſee that not only his Righteouſneſs is in 
Chriſt, but his Life aHo. Peter was a brave 
Man before he fell, I will not forfuke' thee, tho 
all Men do, I will ſtand thee ; if all Men 
forſake thee, I will ſtand alone. Many Times 
when we are carried on ſmoothly and largely in 
Duty, we are apt to think our Mountain ſhal 
never be moved, as David did; but, faith he, 
Thon hideſt thy Face, and I was troubled. way 
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the Sun is loweſt and fartheſt from us, then our 
Shadows are longeſt ; but when it is ſhining over 
our Heads, and neareſt ws, then our Shadows 
are ſhorteſt ; then the Sun is to us moft glorious ; 
ſo it is, the leſs our Knowledge of Chriſt is, the 
more do Men doat on their own Righteouſneſs : 
The Shadow of their own Righteouinels is long- 
eſt when Chriſt and they are moſt Strangers; but 
when Chriſt comes to dart into them bis lori- 
ous Beams, when they ſee themſelves nothing, 
the Soul- that hath a glorious Revelation of Je- 


ſus Chriſt comes to ſee himſelſ all in Chriſt and 


nothing in himſelf. Saith the Apoſtle, Sin reviv- 
ed and I died. Chriſt is truly omnifo:ent, and 
truly then reigns-in our Souls, when we find our 
ſelves ſo weak that we can ſcarce give a Groan. 
Many, becauſe they have not outward Marks 
or Signs in acting of Sanctification, they, will 
conclude they are not alive in Chriſt ; but Faith, 
when Chriſt ariſes with Glory on the Soul, be- 
holds Chriſt what he is inthe Promiſes, and what 
he hath done for poor Sinners, and ſo wraps it- 
{elf in Chriſt alone, in whom all the Promiſes 
are Vea and Amen for ever. Chriſt is that glo- 
rious Sun from whence a Beliver hath all his Light, 
and that precious Stock that a Believer receives 
2 Nouriſhment from, to bring forth Fruit. 
A Believer may have a Winter's Seaſon, that he 
may not exercite his Grace; but I cannot under- 
ſtand that a Believer can be ſaid to decay in 
Grace, _ engrafted in Chriſt. 

Do you think Peter is in a worſe Condition 
than before, or that he decays? No, it is onl 
Grace ſtopt in its Exerciſe. Do you think Fai 
was in a decaying Frame ? (I know many con- 
clude it, but I cannot think it) Faith was only 

ſtopt 
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ſtopt in its Exerciſe, his Faith was in the Hands 
of Chriſt ſafe. Sin is Sin, and will coſt the 
Saint dear; but though Sin is evil in itſelf, God 
brings it about for good; and though there is 
a Stop in the Exerciſe of Grace, the Root ſhall 
not wither, nor the Branch neither, but the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs will ſhine 'on the Soul and re- 
vive it. What does poor Peter do? O how does 
he break forth into Sorrow? Lyke xxii. 61. The 
Lord turned and looked upon Peter, and Peter 
remembred the Word of the Lord, how he had 
faid, Before the Cock crow thou 7 deny me 
thrice ; and Peter went out and wept bitterly. 
Was Peter in a decaying Frame? The Exerciſe 
of his Faith was ſtopt for a Time, the Current 
of that Faith that works by Love, that ſhould 
have been ſtronger than Death, that many Wa- 
ters cannot quench ; that Love that ſhould have 
been in a Flame, it was for a while under the MI: © 
Aſhes, and Floods did as it were overflow it. Wn. 
But did Peter decay? No, Peter's Root was in WW, 
the Ground, there came a glorious Beam from " 
the Lord Jeſus that did revive Peter. Peter, the c 
Devil will ſift thee, and thy Comforts will have ©" 
a failing Time; thy own Experience will fail ain 
thee of thy Love to Chriſt, and Confidence of WW: . 
thy Courage and Boldneſs. There is no building He. 
on experience, we may take them for Comfort, } 
but it is Faith in Chriſt we muſt build on, be- 17 
cauſe Experiences may fail us. Peter comes to 
a fad Experience of his own wretched Heart, his pe, 
Love was as it were under Water; but, {ſaith 
Chriſt, Peter I have prayed that thy Faith be No 
wot loft ; thy Experience will fail for a Time: ¶ 1. 
When a Tree does not bear Fruit in the Sum- loo 
mer, we ſay it fails; but in the Winter you can- | 
not 
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wt ſay it fails, becauſe you cannot expect Fruit: 
So Chriſt told Peter, his Faith ſhould not fail, 
therefore it did not decay, but there was a Stop 
in its Exerciſe ; but his Faith being kept by 
Chriſt, prayed for by Chriſt, it did not fail: 
Indeed poor Fudas's decayed, Demas and Alex- 
ander's decayed, becauſe theirs was but ſeeming 
not real Grace. But is Peter's decayed? No: 
His like the Flowers in Spring Time, appeared. 
Chriſt looked upon Peter : Sun of Kighte- 
ouſneſs, this glorious Lord, the Believer's Life, 
when he ſees the Believer wants a Seaſon to bring 
forth Fruit, then he turns about the divine Beams 
of his Graces toward the Soul : Peter had taken 
Root, and now he ſhall bring forth Fruit. Pe- 
ter remembred the Words of Jeſus, he remem- 
bred what Chriſt had ſaid, Lord, thou baſt told 
me what a deceitful Heart I have. And what, 
does he boaſt ? No, he falls a weeping, he grows 
in Humility ; now he hath a Lock from 
Chriſt, O how many ſweet Looks po forth in 
thoſe divine Beams on Peter's Soul! Chriſt takes 
care of his own; we have great Complaints 
from a Believer, but Chriſt always when the 
Soul wants Fruit, comes with a divine Beam, 
darting into the Soul. Chriſt doth caſt many 
ſweet Looks on a Sinner, when he breaks his 
Heart for Sin. 

Firſt, A Look of Love. Haſt thou dealt fo 
with the Lord that loved thee ? Ah Peter ! Tho? 
thou haſt denied me, I will not forſake thee. Oh 
Peter, though thou haſt ſwore and curſt, I know 
not the Man, yet I know thee, and will. take 
Notice of thee, and will make known myſelf to 
thee. O confider what Love this was ! Chriſt 
looked with a firſt Loye on Peter; we love him 
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becauſe he firſt loved us. Ah Peter ! Thou hat 
made a Breach, but I will come to make it up; 
thou haſt turned from me, but I will follow ry 
with my Love, I will begin with thee : As Chriſt 
began our Liſe of Grace, ſo he begins all or 
Revivings. Take a Saint under an hard Heart, 
under Guilt, he may fit under Means, and it 
is his ſo to do, but no ſtirring till Chrif 
comes, When Peter was in his Sin and Re. 
bellion, Chriſt looked on him with a fit 
Love, She n 
Secondly, Chriſt looks with a free Love. Peter, | 
will not wait 'till thou comeſt to me with le 
gal Repentance, I will look on thee before thou 
conſeſſeſt me. Chriſt begins firſt, he comes free- 
ly with his Love; Peter had fmote on his Hear; 
he had no Preparation to come to Chriſt ! Chrif 
loves freely, Hoſea xiv. when he heals Backſliden 
he loves freely, Verſe 4. I will beal their Back 
ſliding, I will love them freely, for my Anger is 
turned away from them. Every Act of Chrift 
Love to us is free Love; there is not any Mo. 
ment of our Time, that we can bring any Thing 
that is our own to Chriſt to love us. 

Thirdly, Chriſt's Love was a very ſtrong Lore, 
Sinners ſhall never break the Cords of it. There- 
fore have I drawn them with the Cords of a Ma 
with the Bands of Love, Hoſ. xi. 4. O ho 
ftrong was Chriſt's Love to Petey ! When a Soul 
laments that it cannot love Chriſt, then the 
Soul is ing in the Grace of Love, Lore 
then is ſtronger than Death, and ſo is Chriſt's 
Love to every one that he redeems, and ſo it 
was to Peter : The ſtrong Love of Chriſt broke 
in upon him, and now he falls a weeping. 4 


Peter! Have I loved thee, and yet thou halt 
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forſaken me; yet here I am with a new Look of 
Love, Love ſtronger than Death, that overcomes 
all our Deadneſs and Coldneſs; then the Heart 
breaks and melts ; when Chriſt comes with his 
Look of Grace, he will break the haxdeſt Heart 
there, | 
Fourthly, Chriſt's Love was a very ſeaſonable 
ri Love; Then was the Time of Love, when thou 
de. vert weltering in thy Blood, Ezek xvi. How ſea- 
-4 Wionably does the Sun ſhine on the Flowers and 
Plants to revive and comfort them! When the 
„I soul complains, Corruption is ſtrong, Grace is 
te MWwcak ; my Heart is cold, Love dies, I find my 
hoy Soul fainting, I fear I decay; Chriſt comes in 
ice. ſeaſonably with a new Manifeſtation of his Love 
art Ito the Soul, and this breaks the very Heart. 
nin That which is ſpoke of the Sun in the Firma- 
der ment, may be ſpoken of this glorious Sun of 
1k. kKighteouineſs; the Sun comes like a Bridegroom 
out of his Chamber, ſo does the Lord Jeſus 
it: Chriſt appear to his Bride: The Sun rejoyceth 
Mo- do run its Race as a ſtrong Man, and as a Bride- 
hing you out of his Chamber does it appear : So 
does Chriſt come as a Bridegroom out of his 
ore, Chamber, and as a ny delights. to run 
ere bis Race; ſo does the Lord Jeſus Chriſt break 
Mar WY forth into the Soul with his glorious Beams of 
how Wl divine Grace. k 
Soul Fifthly, Chriſt's Love is a great Love. How 
the great is that Love that can pardon ſuch Sins, 
ore pardon ſuch Sinners, viſit the Saints under ſuch 
riſts MW Frames of Heart! This was the Love of Chriſt 
o it to Peter, he look'd on Peter (to break his Heart) 
roke © with a Look of Love. 
Ah _ Secondly, He looked with a Look of Mercy, 
haſt O Peter, I will pardon thee, Return to me, ſaith 


aken I the 
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the Lord, I am married unto thee, Jer. iii. Ah 
Peter, I am thine ; he looked upon Peter, it wa 
Mercy broke Peter's Heart. The Terrors of the 
Law may make Men run diſtracted, but their 
Hearts are hardned 9 God. But when par- 
_— Grace comes, that breaks the Heart, melt 
the Heart. Peter went out and wept bitterly, 
what, ſhall I find Mercy? Shall I find Favour! 
Shall ſuch rich Mercy be ſhewed in pardoning 
me ! O give Thanks unto the Lord, for his Mer 
endureth for ever, Pal. cvii. and Pfal. cxxxy, 
Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt breaks in with 

a divine Shine of Sanctification. If Chriſt 
our Life, you jhall never want Grace; it is ou 
Duty to be waiting for Grace, praying for Grace, 
but a Believer ſhall never want Grace; he give 
Grace to him in a Time of Need ; if ever it 
was a Time of Need, this was a Time of Need 
with Peter. It is good you ſhould ſee your Want, 
it is good you ſhould ſcek the Lord; he give 
the * of Repentance, the Grace of Humi. 
lity ; he gives the Grace of godly Sorrow, Hoy 
ſeaſonably is Grace given to a Soul that longs 
for it! When there is no Water in their own 
Ciſterns, the Lord Jeſus comes with new Springs 
of Grace to ſuch a Soul, A Believer never 
walks more comfortably than when he walks hum. 
bly, then the Soul mourns before the Lord. Such 
Aivine Beams of Love from Chriſt works in the 
Soul true Contrition and Humiliation. Ah, faith 
the Soul, have I had ſo many Wooings, ſo mn. 
ny Offers of Grace, yet have kept Grace out of 
my Heart? Could I ſhut out the Remembrance 
of him one Moment? Hath his Love been {6 
ſoon forgotten ? He that wept for me, and bled 
for me, and died for me, have I kept him q 


0 
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of my Heart ? The Spouſe taſted of this, but 
it was a growing Time, but her Soul was in 
great Bitterneſs ; Oh, ſaith ſhe, it was the Voice 
of my Beloved, I knew him, yet I did not open 
to bim, Cant. v. 2. I fleep but my Heart waketh, 
ſaying, open to me my Siſter, my Love, my Dove, 
my Undefiled, for my Hand is filled with Dew, 
and my Locks with the Drops of the Night. ver. 3. 
bare put off my Coat, bow ſhall I put it on? I 
have waſhed my Feet, bow ſhall J defile them? 
ver. 4. My Beloved fut in his Hand by the Hole 
of the Door, and my Bowels were moved for bim. 
When I opened my Bowels, my Bowels were 
moved to think that I knew it was my Beloved, 
jet would not open to him. V hen a Soul comes 
to know Chriſt, it cries, O the many ſweet Woo- 
ings I have had! O that ever I ſhould flight, and 
negle&t, and reſiſt as I have done! O that I 
ſhould love ſo little, when he loves fo much! 
O how ſlight have I thought of him ! How un- 
kindly have I carried it, and how untenderly ! O 
now let Chriſt be all in all ! Now the Soul hath 
a weeping Eye ; I looking cannot but love, and 
loving cannot but mourn. O now I wonder how 
I could ſhut him out of my Admiration, of 
my Adoration, out of my Praiſes and Delights 
one Moment! | | 
Thus the Loving-kindneſs of Chriſt melts the 
Heart; when Chriſt is made our Life, and Chriſt 
lends forth new glorious Beams of his Grace in- 
to the Soul, the Saint would not walk with a 
"ighting ought of Chriſt, but would be al- 
ways admiring and glorifying divine Love. When 
a Soul "_ to have a Look from Chriſt, then 
there is a weeping Eye. What doſt weep for, 
Soul ? O, I weep for Joy, yet mourn for Sorrow. 


O 
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O that I ſhould be ſo unkind, ſo ungrateful, az / 
to ſlight and diſregard him! O that ever Chriſt 4 
ſhould knock and knock again, love and love b 
again! O Chriſt is my Life : Had he not ben MW} *® 
my Life, I had been dead and undone unto all (c 
Eternity. The Soul that before thought itſelf MW * 
r now ſends forth ſad Complaints, Com- 
r of an unbelieving Heart, that Chriſt hath I 
en entertained no more ; now the Soul com- C 
lains and cries out, O wretched Creature that | 
am, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this ol 
Death and Sin ? 4 
This is not a pining Unbelief; but Faith be- 8. 
ing raiſed up in an higher pitch, the Soul grows 
| in Humility, that it hath been ſo misbelievin 
| If ever a Soul comes to have the bleſſed Reve- h 
lation of the Excellency of Chriſt, the Thing Ml * 


which they lay to Heart, is Unbelief: Many. ; 
think if they can but keep touch with Duty, t e 
is well enough : But when Chriſt comes, the Soul G 
mourns that it has not believed; the Soul comes | 
to ſee how worthleſs itſelf is, and how precious 1 
Chriſt is. O, faith the Soul, methinks all of K 
Chriſt is precious! His Offers are precious, his 6 
Promiſes are precious, his Precepts are precious. 
O how unworthy am I of ſuch Grace! 

Thirdly, When this glorious Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs ſhines into the Heart of a poor Sinner, the 
Will js ſubdued; they ſhall be a willing People 
in the Day of my Power : Man hath a Will to 
ſet up ſomething. of his own, but now the Will 

is conquered. When the Soul is 

My. Perkins in brought to this, to have a em- 
. wy Mu” fant and earneſt Deſire to be 
| reconciled to God ; to believe and 
ro repent, if it be in a touched Heart, is in 
Acceptation 


Chriſt 2 Chriſtian's Life. 127 
Acceptation with God, as Reconciliation, Faith 
and Repentance itſelf. Saith the Soul, Let me 
have nothing but Chriſt, whatever I have with- 
out Chriſt it will do me no good ; let me live 
to Chriſt, let me glorify Chriſt ; bleſſed and glo- 
rious is ſuch a Lit: I would be ſwallowed up in 
that Life, and ſo then the Will is brought down. 
Lord, let me be any thing, ſo that I may _ 
Chriſt ; then the Soul will trifle no longer. Sait 
the Soul, I am reſolved to have a Chritt ; he is 
offered, why may I not have him? God hath 
given him freely. Why not to me that am a 
Sinner? The poor Soul preſently lays hold on 
him, preſently ſtretches out his Hand of Faith 
to lay hold on him, ES Ss 

Thus the Soul is growing, though not with 
thoſe Affections as it would; yet the Affections 
are healed in growing in Contrition, by the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs _— on it. 

Secondly, A Soul is healed of the Wounds and 
Guilt that is on him. When a Sinner comes to 
have the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhine on his Soul, 
his Guilt is healed, Ja. liii. The Prophet ſaith, 
Q bis Stripes we are healed: The Stripes of 
Chriſt are our healing. Verſe 4, and 5. Surely he 
bath born our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows ; 
yet we did eſteem bim ſtricken, ſmitten of God and 
afflited. But he was wounded for our Tranſgreſ- 
frons, he was bruiſed for our Iniquities : The 
Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon bim, and with 
bis Stripes we are healed. | There is no thrivin 
in Grace 'till the Wounds of the Soul are heal- 
ed; all our Wounds are inward Wounds; it is 
not an outward Prayer will heal your Wounds, 
nor outward Faſting, nor outward Confeſſion; 
no, it muſt be the Streams of the Blood of 
13 | Chriſt 
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Chriſt running thro? the Veins of the Heart b 
Faith. The Soul never comes to hare his Wound 
healed, *till Chriſt riſes with Healing under bis 
Wings : There is an inward Wound within the 
Soul, there is Guilt within that will fit as a Judge 
condemning the Soul. Now by his Stripes we 
are healed, there muſt be an Union with Chriſt, 
the Sufferings of Chriſt to be made over to the 
Soul ; Chrift's Righteouſneſs to be made as ſure. 
ly- the Soul's own, as if it had a perfe& Righte. 
ouſneſs of its own : Take away all Iniquity, ſaith 
the Prophet, /o will we render the Calves if 
our Lips: Take away all Iniquity ; while there is 
any Guilt on you, you are altogether guilty, Plal. 
Cxliii. 2. Enter not into Fudgment with thy Ser- 
vant, :for in thy Sight ſball no Man be juſti 
fied. If you are called to anſwer for one Tran: 
greſſion, you are undone; if you are called 
to Account for one, you lie under the Con- 
demnation of all; but when Chriſt is become 
'our Life, then all your Guilt is removed ; no 
FulliGcadon but by Chriſt alone. The Diſeaſes 
and Diſtempers of our Souls are our Sins, the 
Guilt of Sin is a Wound that is cut deep in the 
Soul: Now when a Soul is brought under the 
healing Wings of the Sun of Righteonſneſs, he 
heals this Wound, Pſal. ciii. 3. Who forgivethall 
thy Iniquities, and healeth all thy Diſeaſes : Sin 
cuts off a Creature from God, and fo maketh a 
Wound, which now is healed and made up: 
When they are pardoned, Forgiveneſs and Heal. 
ing is all one with them in the Prophet, Hoſe 
xiv. 4. I will heal their Backſlidings, I will 
love them freely; the Juſtification freely by his 
Grace, as the Apoſtle calls it. Poor Sinner, 2 
that 
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that ever kneweſt what Sin was, what a Wound 
it was to thy Soul, kneweſt that thy Pardon was 
a Healing in thee; ſo then this ariſing is, by 
his Spirit in his Word he conveyeth the Blood of 
Jelus Chriſt, the Merit thereof maketh it over to 
the poor Soul that believeth, to the doing awa' 
of all the Guilt that lay on the Soul; alto taketh 
away that Anguiſh and Trouble that did lie up-- 
on the Soul : When a Wound is healed, the An- 
ouiſh and Smart is taken away, tho' it may be, 
while ſearched and tented, there will be imart 
and fore, yet afterwards it is taken away. Broken 
Bones are nothing to a broken Heart, nor the 
broken Fleſh any thing to a broken Bone, The 
Lord heals the broken Heart, be bindeth up their 
Wounds, Palm cxli. 3. I have ſcen his Ways, and I 
will heal hi m ſaith the Lord. He ſpeaks to the Con- 
ditions of a poor diſconſolate Soul under the Senie 
of God's Wrath, J/a lvii. 17, 18. He was wrotb 
and ſinote him, yea, he did hide, and was wroth. 
Oh how this troubles a poor Soul ! He cannot 
but have his Heart full of Darkneſs, Terror and 
Trouble, that hath the Face of God hidden from 
him. Well, ſaith the Lord, tho' he did walk 
frowardly before me, gave me not my Ends in 
ſmiting him, yet I will heal him; and wherein 
doth this Healing conſiſt ? Alas! In reſtoring Joy 
and Comfort to him. The poor Soul was over- 
whelmed with Sorrow, his — was ready to 
fail and fink within him; and leſt it ſhould do 
lo, he will heal him: Here is a Healing indeed, 
the Healing of broken Bones and broken Hearts ; 
the Lord Jeſus was anointed by the Father, for 
this my Purpole, with the Oil of Joy and 
Gladneſs above his Fellows, that he might ſpeak 
in due Seaſon, that he might bind up the broken 
13 Spirits. 


come under an Ordinance with an 
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Spirits. The Lord Jeſus delighteth to do thi 
Will and Work of his Father. O he loveth 6 
be doing with broken Hearts! And oh that ye 
had Work for the Lord Jeſus ! This Day he i 
among us now, to ſee if there be any Heart in 
this Condition, that he may heal us, it is his De. 
light to do it. O how doth many a poor Soul 
Lal els Mind 
cold and dead, and his Heart doth burn within 
him, while the Lord by his Spirit hath Com. 
munion with him in thoſe Ordinances. What 
r-treſhing doth ariſe to a poor weary Soul, when 
the — that createth 3 Fruits of the Li 
ſpeaketh Peace to ſuch troubled and weary Soukl 
He reviveth the Spirits which languiſh, and are 
ready to go out. As the poor Birds that in the 
Winter are hard put to it ; ſome lie, you hard- 
ly know where, as if they were dead or dying; 
when the Sun returneth, how doth it revive their 
little Spirits that were dead before ! 'The Night 
brings a Heavineſs and Burden along with it to 
the Body, but in the Morning when the Sun 
ariſeth, M doth it enliven and enlighten ! Oh 
ſo it is in this Caſe, many poor Souls can fay by 
Experience, when Darkneis hath been long on 
them, they have no Light, no Comfort, no Re- 
freſhment, no breathing of the Spirit to their 


Apprehenſions in Ordinances on their Heart. 0 


how have their Hands hanged down, and their 
Knees feeble, and knock one againſt another for 
Feebleneſs ! And that which was within them, in 
their Apprehenſion, been ready to die: But no ſooner 
hath the Lord Jeſus, the Sun of 

Mr. Murcer. Righteouſneſs, looked on them, 
but they have had their Ancle- 

bones ſtretched, The Foy of the Lord is the 
Strength, 
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TE 
Strength, Neb. viii. 10. The Saint indeed ſome- 
times may have ſome Graces that may not be in 
Exerciſe ; but there are other Graces ſet on 
Work, ſo that a Soul till lives a fruitful Life. 
While you are ignorant of Chriſt, there is no 
oing forward whatever ; whatever Duties we do, 
it isall but a Heap of Ignorance; legal Repent- 
ance is ſuch Sorrow as is in Hell; but they that 
- Chriſt, go forth of themſelves to Chriſt 

r all, 

Firſt, The Soul goes from his own Righteouſ- 
nefs, all becomes as filthy Rags, he gocs forth 
from himſelf ; you will never thrive while under 
the old Adam; no believing in Chriſt, no living 
on Chriſt, until the Soul goes out of himſelf ; be- 
fore you can ſee Chriſt glorious, you muſt go out 
of yourſelves, Cant. iii. 11. Go forth, O ye Daugh- 
ters of Zion, and behold King Solomon with the 
Crown wherewith his Mother crowned him in the 
Day of his ſpouſals, and in the Day of the Glud- 
neſs of bis Heart. It is a glorious crowning when 
we are crowned with Chriſt's Crown ; but a 
withered Crown, when we are crowned with our 
own Doings and Duties. The Phariſees never 
thrived 4 any Thing they did, becauſe they 
did not come forth of themſelves. Go forth from 
your Sins, from yourſelves, out of yourſelves to 
Chriſt for your Life. A poor-Man hath nothing 
at Home, and he goes forth every Day for ſome- 
thing to live on : So a poor Believer cries, Lord, 
[ have nothing in myſelf, I will live upon Chriſt 
for all; it is not enough that I have made a 
Profeſſion, or can hear a Sermon, or have got 
good Books ; but, faith the Soul that knows 
Chriſt, I will live every Day on Chrift for-new 
Experience, for new Supplies every Day for the 
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Manifeſtation of his Grace, of his Love, of his 
Peace! The natural Man is bound up in himſelf 
and is fond of his Priſon. As the Prodigal he 
was reſolved as long as he could get Husks, he 
would live on them, rather than go to his Father's 
Houſe for Bread. Many poor Creatures, while 
they can but ſpeak to God in Duty, (though 
they have many Fears) they will live on that, ra. 
ther than go to Chriſt to be their Life. The Wo- 
man of Canaan was highly to be commended; 
for when Chriſt told her, e was a Dog, ſte 
defired a Crumb, why Woman, ſure you may 
fare better than to live on Crumbs ? What, have 
ou nothing at Home ? No, ſhe muſt live upon 
Chriſt, for ſhe had not a Crumb of her own that 
would feed her Soul, Mat. xv. 25, 26, 27. He 
came and worſbiped bim, ſaying, Lord, belp me: 
But he anſwered and ſaid, It is not meet to take 
the Childrens. Bread and to caſt it to Dops : And 
ſhe ſaid, Truth Lord, yet the Dogs eat of tle 
Crumbs which fall from their Maſter's Table. | 
ſhall never thrive 'till I am under Chriſt's Ta- 
ble: A Crumb from Chriſt will ſatisfy me more 
than all my own Loaves : I am ſure not a Word 
drops from him, but it is Life; not any Look 
from him, but it is Life; not any Communica- 
tion from him but it is Life. So a Soul that 
lives on Chriſt, he goes forth of himſelf. O pray 
how do you live that have been ſo long without the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, that live upon your own 
Duties? A Believer will tell you, he lives better, 
and fares better now he is Chriſt's Beggar, and 
lies under his Table for a Crumb, than he did 
when he lived on his own Stock. There is Liber- 
ty in this Life, F the Son make you free, ye are 
free indeed: You are but Bond-Slaves by Na- 
ture; 
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ture ; a Slave to the Devil, a Slave to the World, 
a Slave to yourſelves, in Bondage to the Law 
and I believe many Profeſſors in this Day under- 
ſtand not theſe Words, If the Son make you free, 
then you are free indeed. Many will be m_ to 

lay, make me free? IL will pray my Way to Hea- 
ven, I will hear my Way to Heaven: Ay, but 
do what you will, while you are out of Chriſt 
you are in Bonds, it is only Chriſt can make 
you free, Fohn viii. 36. If the Son make you free, 
ye ſhall be free indeed. The Servant abideth nct 
in the Houſe for ever, but the Son abideth ever, 
the Servant ſhall be caſt forth. When you have 
done all, you ſhall be ſhut out of Heaven, if 
you are not a Son, The Servant abideth not in 
the Houſe for ever, but the Son abideth for ever. 
If you bring the beſt of your Performances at the 
Great Day \ ck the Lord, and _ to be ac- 
cepted ſor your ſo doing; if you ſhould ſay, Lord, 
receive me into thy Kingdom of Glory, for I 
have prayed and faſted, and gave Alms, lived 
inoffenſively to all, done hurt to none; as ſure 


as you live now, che next Word would be, 7 


know you not, depart from me : We muſt be ſanc- 
tified by the Righteouſneſs of Faith, which is of 
God in Chriſt, O what a bleſſed Thing is it to 
be found in him! That was Paul's Care and De- 
fire, Phil. iii. 9. And be found in him, not hav- 
ing mine own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, 
but that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the 
Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. And be 
found in bim: Theſe Words have an Emphaſis 


in them, And be found in him: O take heed 


every one of you that hear me this Day, that you 
be in Chriſt ; not having mine own Righteouſneſs, 
laith the Apoſtle, What Pau? None of your 


Sufferings, 
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Sufferings, none of your Prayers, none of your 
Duties ? No, none of them ; theſe are good in 
their Places, but I would have none of them in 
Point of Juſtification, but be found in Chriſt 
: _ the Righteouſneſs which is of God by 
aith. 
I tell you Friends, you can never grow, til 
= come to live this Life, *till the Sun of 
ighteouſneſs riſes on your Souls, and you go 
forth of yourſelves, and live on Chriſt, and then 
ou grow; why, Becauſe then you are grafted 
into another Stock, John xv. 1, 2. I am the trie 
Vine, and my Father is the Husbandiman ;- every 
Branch in me that beareth not Fruit he taketh 
away; and every Branch that beareth Fruit, he 
8 it, that it may bring forth more Fruit. 
ou muſt be united and grafted into another 
Stock before you can bring forth Fruit. It may 
be ſome will ſay, What, have I lived ſo long, and 
have not taken one Step to Heaven? I tel 
you, until you know Chriſt, you have not taken 


one Step heavenwards ! Many Duties performed, 


and yet the Man be where he was. Can a blind Man 
ſee his Way until his Eyes be opened? Can a dead 
Man walk till he is raiſed from the Grave? Can 
a Man ſerve God, and pleaſe God, that is dead 
in Sin, under Sin? Dead Godwards, - Heaven. 
wards ? Dead to the Life of Grace? Bleſſed be 
God for every moral Man, and I wiſh we had 
more of them in the World. But this is Salva- 
tion-Work we are about, there is nothing below 
the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt will give you 
Entrance into Glory. Be under Ordinances as 
long as you will, not one Step do you take hes 
venward *till Chriſt comes to „ your Life, then 


the Soul proſpers, then it hath Liberty. mew , 
0 


Chriſt a Chriſtian's Lifte. 135 


Soul that doth not know this Life of Chriſt, the 
Soul is under Burdens : I will appeal to your 
Conſciences, until you came to know Chriſt, was 
there not a Burden on your Soul ? If you ſhould 
have prayed all your ife, you could not get 
the Burden removed : And can a Man thrive un- 
der a Burden, under Weights, under Preſſures ? 
there is a Burden on the Conſcience ; the poor 
Papiſt, the poor Legalift, the poor Formaliſt, 
when they have done all they can, come to ſpeak 
ed with them, the Weight is ſtill left behind. What 
ue if a Man lives twenty or thirty Years in Turkey, 
yy MW he is ſtill in Captivity, notwithſtanding all his 
th Toil and Pains, i he be not redeemed by pay- 
be ing a Ranſom for him. There is great Plenty 
of Means among Profeſſors, but ftill there is a 
er N pray, and J hear, and I have no 
ay W Comfort ; but when Chriſt comes to riſe with 
nd WW Healing under his Wings, when a Soul beholds 
ell his Iniquities laid on Chriſt, never to be charged 
en oa him. more, then he ſerves the Lord chearfully, 
ed, walks chearfully with God in all the Duties of 
lan WW his Heavenly Calling. While a Man bears his own 
ad Iniquity, he can never walk chearfully, never ſerve 
an WW God comfortably. Whatever a Perſon does, while he 
ad lives on any thing below Chriſt, he lives but 
en- MW diſcontentedly. What gives the Soul Reft and Satis- 
be faction, muſt be as durable as the | 
ad Soul ; for if we can poffibly find „ Mr., Flayel; 
va- in this World a Condition and State 9824. f. Lf was 
ow of Things moſt agreeable in all 2 
you other Reſpects to our Deſires and Wiſhes, yet if 
as the Soul be conſcious to itſelf, that it ſha!l and 


ea- muſt over-live and leave them all behind it, it can 
hen never reach true Contentment in the greazeft Aﬀtu- 
e 4 ence and Confluence of them. Man being an im- 
0 


mortal, 


> 
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mortal, is therefore a proſpecting Creature, and 
can never be ſatisfied with this, that its well with 
him at preſent, except he can be ſatisfied that it 
ſhall be ſo for ever. Do what you will, there is 
a Diſcontentedneſs, if you have not Chriſtto take 
away the Sin of your Duties. When the Meſſen. 
gers of Fob came one after another, what, will 
you never have done? He might have ſaid, No, 
not while all is gone; neither will the Lay 
have done curſing you, nor Conſcience accuſing 
you, while you are under the Guilt of Sin, there 
comes one Meſſenger after another bringing the 
bad News. Whatever you do while you are 
Strangers to Chriſt, you have nothing but ill 
News : The Juſtice of God meets you, the Lay 
condemns you, the Devil takes all Advantages 
againſt you, becauſe you have not Chriſt ay 
your Righteouſneſs : But whatever a Chriſtian 
meets with of Croſſes, Affliction, Reproaches, if 
he ſay, Comeſt thou peaceably? The Anſwer will 
be, I come peaceably. When Chriſt is become 
your Salvation, and hath taken away your Ini. 
quity, there is nothing comes'to you but what 
comes peaceably. Where is Daniel ? In the Ly- 
on's Den: What, among thoſe devouring Crea. 
tures ? But there is the 13 of the Lord with 
him to ſtop their Mouths. The three Children 
in the Fiery Furnace ; but there is Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt with them. Where is Moſes On Mount Hort, 
but there is the Angel burning in the Buſh with 
him. Where are the -Children of 1/-ae/? In the 
Wilderneſs, in Affliction; but the Angel of his 
Preſence is with them, Ja. Ixiii. 9. In all ther 
Mictious he was afflited, and the Angel of bi 
Preſence ſaved them ; in his Love and in his Pit) 
be redeemed him, and he bare them, and _ 

them 
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them all the Days of old. And where art thou, 
Soul, that Chriſt is thy Life in Afflictions? All 
is for good, all is in Love: There is not one Pro- 
vidence comes, but it is for thy Good. How 
can you love God when you live diſcontentedly ? 
How can you delight in God, while you fear 
God is angry with you? While you think, tho? 
| have been at Duty, I have not done enough: 
Here will be an Oppoſition againſt Duty ; a carnal 
Heart cannot hold out long ; and what you do will 
be but with Diſcontent. What Profit have we, 
that we have faſted and prayed, and thou re- 
ardeſt it not? Many Perſons look after large 

| uy” an and great Enlargements ; when they 
mils of them, they are diſcontented; as Fonah was, 
becauſe his Gourd withered, Here is a diſcontented 
Profeflor, as well as an humble Chriſtian : The hum- 
ble Chriſtian complains ; why? Becauſe he can't be- 
lieve more, nor love God more, nor ſerve God better. 
But the diſcontented Proſeſſor complains for want 
of Gifts and Enlargements. Shall we bring thou- 
ſands of Rams, or ten thouſands of Rivers of 
Oil, or my firſt born for my Tranſgreſſions; the 
Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Sou!, Mi- 
cah vi. 7. What a proud abſurd Queſtion is 
this? A carnal Heart will do any thing, rather 
than come to Chriſt, and yet have no Content- 
ment in what they do. But Soul, when Chriſt 
becomes thy Life, and the glorious divine Beams 
of his Grace ſhine on your Soul, you will live 
a contented Life ; all comes through Chriſt's 
Hands; all your Bleſſings and Mercies are bought 
with the Blood of Chriſt all your Duties ſancti- 
fied by Chriſt : Surely this Soul muſt needs 
thrive. We ſay Diſcontentedneſs makes an un- 
thriving Perſon, Indeed it is impoſſible the * 
that 
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that is not united to Chriſt ſhould thrive, for he 
hath altogether Impoſſibilities before him: It is 
impoſſible for you to reach Heaven with your 
Duties, to get your Sins done away with all your 
Tears and Prayers, without you are waſh'd in 
the Blood of Chriſt that cleanſeth from all Sin, 
1 John i. 7. If you can fulfil the Law, you ſhall 
live by the Works of the Law, but it is an im- 
poſſible Thing : If you can pray your Way to 
Glory, you ſhall be ſaved ; it is impoſſible : But 
when a Man comes to Chriſt, he takes away all 
the Impoſlibilities. To what Purpoſe were a Man 
commanded to bring in a Sum of Money of his 
own to ſave his Life, if he never had it, nor 
ever will have it to pay ? Man fince the Fall 
hath not, nor never can have a Power of his 
own to obey God's Commands. Whatever God 
commands, Chriſt hath done it for the Believer; 
whatever Law commands, or Juſtice demands, it 
is all done for you by Chriſt. Saith the Apoſtle, 
As for the Works of the Law, if you can do 
them, you ſhall live in them, Gal. iii. 5. For as 
many as are of the Works of the Lum, are ur 
der the Curſe ; for it is written, Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all Things, which art 
written in the Book of the Law to do them, Gal. ill, 
10. But the Scripture bath concluded all under Sin, 
that the Promiſe by Faith of Feſus Chriſt might 
be given to them that believe. Verſe 22. But be- 
fore Faith came we were kept under the Law, ſoit 
up unto the Faith which ſbould afterward be reveas- 
ed. But, ſaith he, we were all concluded unde! 
Sin, that the Promiſe by Faith of Feſus Gbrij 
might be given to them that belive. Chriſt-comes 
and opens the Priſon Doors, lets the Soul out 


from Unbelief, lets the Soul out from under = 
> 
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Curſe of the Law. How does Chriſt let the Soul 
from Priſon ? Chriſt comes to the Heart, cauſeth 
it to believe; the Soul now believes the Promiſes, 
takes hold of Chriſt in the Promiſe ; Chriſt comes 
to the Unbeliever, to the Soul under the Fear of 
God's Wrath and Curſe, aſſiſting it with a Di- 
vine Promiſe, working Faith in the Heart. As 
ſuppoſe a Soul is ar, þ the Burden of his Sins, 
and ſhould fay, I am fo great a Sinner, I fear 
| ſhall never obtain Mercy; Chriſt comes with 
this Promiſe, It is a faithful Saying, and worthy 
of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came into the 
World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am chief. The 
believing Sinner layeth hold on Chrift in the 
Promiſes, and findeth Relief. The Soul lies bur- 
dened with the Senſe of God's Wrath for Sin, 
Chriſt comes in with that Promiſe, Come to me 
all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt. Saith the Soul, It is ſo indeed? What, reſt 
in Chriſt for me? What, will Chriſt give me 
Reſt ? The Soul cloſes with the Promiſe, makes 
Chriſt his Life and Reſt to live upon. As ſup- 
ſing a Man ſhould be in a Crowd among 
ikes, and Guns, and Halberts, among miſchie- 
vous Men; he is afraid one will wound him, an- 
other kill him ; but comes a Friend of his, and 
a wag, ber mw, and carries him through all. So 
does Chriſt when a poor Soul is under Fear in 
himſelf, he is afraid of every Frown, of ever 
Trouble; Chriſt comes and carries him 8 
all; from the Curſes of the Law, from the Wrath 
of God, from ſinking Fears, by applying himſelf 
a ſuitable Remedy, who died for their Sing and 
role again for their Juſtification. Now the Soul 
goes out and is at Liberty. Until you know 
this Life, you are but poor Priſoners, Slaves and 
Servants, 
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Servants, and you do Duty but in Servitude, til 
you come to know Chriſt. The Soul that knows 
Chriſt ſhall grow ; many do not grow, and they 
think it is for want of ſuch a Grace, or for want 
of Gifts and Enlargements. But here is the 
Fault, it is in not living upon Chriſt, and makin 
him your Life : As you know the Flowers an 
Roots that are in the Earth peep up their Head; 
in Spring, as if they were rejoycing to fee x 
Jubilee. So does a Soul that hath been tuggin 
under the Law, that hath not known i 
When Chriſt comes to ſhine on the Soul, the Soul 
comes to look up and to breath in a new Air. 
Now Chriſt appears to his Soul, he as it wer 
hears a new Voice, Come away my Beloved, the 
Winter is paſt, the finging of Birds is con, 
Cant. ii. 10. My Beloved ſpake, and ſaid unn 
me, riſe up my Love, my fair one, and come away. 
Verſe 11. For lo the Winter is paſt, the Rain i 
over and gone. Verſe 12. The Flowers appear, 
that is, when the glorious Spring comes, the Sun 
ſhines warm and gloriouſly : And what then! 
The Spring is come, the Flowers ; {6 on the 
Earth, the Time of the Singing of Birds is come, 
and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our 
Land, the Eig- Tree putteth forth her green Fig 
When the Soul comes to live by Faith in Chrilt, 
and grow up in Chriſt, it puts forth green Leaves 
They are al withered Duties that are performed 
out of Chriſt. Perſons may make a great Dil 
courſe of Religion, and be divided into Parties 
and they will all pretend to own Chriſt ; where 
as if they are examined, they deny Chriſt. But 
the Souls that do live on Chriſt, they do bring 
forth Fruit. What is the Law but the Winte! 
to the Soul? Ariſe, ſaith Chriſt, ) —_ 7 
a 
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ſair one, and come away, for lo the Winter is 
paſt, the Rain is over. A Man you know can't 
travel in Rain, becauſe of the Floods. The 
Floods of God's Wrath are dryed up when you 
come to know Chriſt, The Rain is ſweet and 
pleaſant when it comes down moderately ; but 
when it comes down haſtily, and in abundant 
Manner, it cauſes Floods. Whatever a Soul does, 
until it knows God in Chriſt, there are Floods 
of Wrath between God and them. But when 
a Soul comes to know Chriſt, all God's Dealing 
are like moderate Rain. Riſe up my Love and 
come away, for lo the the Winter is paſt, the 
Rain is over; no Rain to hinder you from God, 
no Rain to keep you from the Enjoyment of 
bim : Mild all your Mercies are as Rain ; ay, 
and all your AﬀliQtions too: Then you may go 
through all Trials chearfully to Heaven; you ma 
meet God {ſmiling on you in every Trouble and 
Affliction. After a great Rain, how doubtingly 
does'a Man go on his Journey ? There are great 
Floods of Water ; I cannot go on with Comfort, 
| fear deep Gulphs in the Way ; but when the 
Floods are dried up he goes forward comfortably, 
do does a Soul when he comes to live on Chrift 
he goes forward with Joy. We may fay to a 
Chriſtian, you have great Afflictions, and great 
Temptations ; but it is all ſweet ; there is no 
fear of God's Anger, Chriſt hath taken all that 
away. The more f pray, ſaith the Believer, the 
more I am encouraged to pray, the more I do 
act Faith, the ſtronger I find my Faith, but ' till 
jou come to believe in this Chriſt, to make him 
bw Life, you go on very feebly, very doubting- 
z and the Soul many Times cries out, I faint, 
[ fear I ſhall not come to Glory when [1 __ 
cne 
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done all: And many under Convictions go back 
again, and caſt off Religion. What is the Mat 
ter? Truly, I fear I ſhall not hold out, I fhal 
not reach Heaven at laſt. But when yu 
come to know Chriſt, faith the Soul, I knoy 
whatever I meet with, I ſhall be brough 
Home ſaſe to Glory. O then what milerable Doc. 
trine is that of falling from Grace ! As if Chrif 
would bring Believers half Way to Heaven, and 
then leave them. Hath this glorious Redeemer u. 
dertaken this for the Believer, and at laſt vil 
he leave him? No, no, if you have made Chrif 
your Life, you ſhall certainly be brought hone 
ſafe to Glory. | 
. Secondly, If it be ſo that a Believer's Life i 
wrapt up in Chriſt's Life, then a Believer lis 
A nappy Life. 
I ſhall branch theſe forth into ſeveral Par 
ticulars, to ſhew wherein this Happineſs cov 


8 

Firſt, He that lives on Chriſt lives an happy 
Life, becauſe it is a ſuitable Life to an immor 
tal Soul? while Perſons live upon any Thing be. 
low Chriſt, it is nothing but a little Duſt, a lit 
tle Earth. What is Gold, or Silver, or Honour, 
or Life, or Liberty without Chriſt ? Such is the 
Nature of the Soul, that it is not fitted to lire 
upon Groſs, material and periſhing Things, « 
the Body doth, The Food of every Creature | 
agreeable to its Nature. One cannot ſubſiſt up 
on that which. another doth, as we ſee among i 
veral Sorts of Animals. That which is Food to one 
is none to another. In the ſame Place there | 
found a Rdot which is fit for Swine, a Stalk 
which is Food. for Sheep, a Flower which = 


6 
* 
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the Bee, and a Seed on which the Birds live. The 


Sheep cannot live on the Root as the Swine 
hal WY doch, nor the Bird on the Flower as the Bee 
you doth, but every one feeds upon the Plants, which 
on are agreeable to its Nature; fo its here, our Bo- 
gu dies being of an earthly material Nature, can 
0e. live upon Things earthly and material, as moſt 
ait agreeable to him that can reliſh and ſuck Sweet- 
and nefs out of theſe Things: But the 
u. Soul can find nothing therein ſuita- Mr. Havel. 
vil ig ble to its Nature, and Appetite 
ici it muſt have ſpiritual Food, or periſh. 
one BY Now to live on Chriſt is the only ſuitable Life 
| Wt an immortal Soul. A precious Soul muſt have 
eu omething precious to live upon; there is nothing 
ive BY cin purchaſe the Redemption of the Soul: No 
one can redeem his Brother's Soul, that is too pre- 
cious, P/al. xlix. 7. 8. None of them can by 
cor BY any Means redeem his Brother, nor give to God 
a Ranſom for bim; for the Redemption of the 
PP) BN is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever. Every 
no. Thing is below this immortal Soul; none can 
de. retleem his Brother's Soul; no, not by his Riches, 
bor by his Prayers or Duties, without Chriſt be- 
our, BY come his Life. The Redemption of the Soul is 
too precious to be bought by any Duties that can 
be done; Prayers or Tears, or Faſting, cannot 
„a day a Soul; therefore it muſt be a precious Chriſt 
re that muſt be the Life of the Soul; for he is ſuit- 
ale to an immortal Soul ; as we ſpeak concerning 
geg our natural Conſtitutions. When Health is want- 
one, BY ed, we ſay the Perſon muſt have that which is 
e fuitable ; if they give him Food, we tell him 
tall I be wants Phyfick ; if he have Phyſick, we 
ects WY tell bim he wants Air ; if he have this, we —— 
| m 
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him he wants Contentment; and ſo if they do ba 
not-hit of that which is ſuitable, the Man is loſt: 1 
-A Man may be killed with Food as well as far oe. 
Want of it; and likewiſe with Phyſick as well w 
as for Want of it: So if we do not hit of tha 
which is ſuitable, it is the Deſtruction of the By. "of 
7 So if we do not hit of that which is {uit 1 
able to the Soul, it is the Death of the Soul. 
* a great many Perſons endea voured to 
make a Cure, but they miſs of that which ü Med 
ſuitable, then there can be no Cure wrought, M 
The poor Papiſts think to fave their Souls by tru. but 
ing to their own Merits, and their feigned Pur MT if 
gatory ; but alas, They mifs the Mark. 80 * 
ſome carnal Proteſtants, they will do man Nera 
Things, and think to gain Eternal Life. When Mown 
they are convinced of Sin, they will run to Du Wan i; 
ty; they do well; but if they make that their Hall! 
Saviour, there they miſs the ſuitable Good. Some Ideen 
they go to Reformation, they do well; but that Mred 
will not do, if reſted on; or if they truſt to their Nou 
own Endeavours, or own Purpoſes, they ſettle on Mhe 1 
a falſe Bottom, all miſs the Mark of this glo- Ma ſu 
rious high Calling in Chriſt Jeſus. Ie were there MSoul 
fore too brutiſh and unreaſonable, of a Man tit WM F 
underſtood the Nature of his own Soul, to cbem they 
it up with the Stores of earthly Proviſions mad Was 8 
for it, as be did, Luke xi. N Noc 
My. Flavil's Trea- 20. I will ſay to my Soul Wy, n 
Fije of the Soul. p. 9. Soul, thou haſt laid up Good the 
for many Years, eat, drink, hi, 
and be merry. Alas! The Soul can no more cab he 
drink, and be merry with carnal Things, tba Red 
the Body with ſpiritual and immaterial Things ; i Hof. 
cannot feed upon the Bread that periſheth, i 
can reliſh no more in the beſt and daintieſt * 
0 


— 
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of an earthly Growth, than in the White of an 
; but bring it to a reconciled God in Christ, 
: Wt the Covenant of Grace, and the ſweet Pro- 
r miſes of the Goſpel 5 ſer before it the Jays, 
l Comforts and FEarneſts of the Spirit ; and if it 
be a ſandified, renewed Soul, it can make a rich 
Feat upon theſe. Theſe make a Feaſt of fat Things 
ul of Marrow, as is expreſſed, Iſa. xxv. 6. Spi- 
ritual Things are proper for a ſpiritual and im- 
material Soul. If a Phyfician gives a thouſand 
Medicines, and miſs of the right, the Man dies. 
Every Man walks in the Name of his God, 
but how many are 33 of Chriſt, who is the 
Life of the Soul? Now notwithſtanding all Du- 
ties and Performances, they want a precious Chriſt. 
an Wor a precious Soul. At firſt Man lived on his 
hen MWown Works, but when he ſinned, the Soul had 
an immortal Stroke, that can never be hcaled by 
heit Wall his Works: It muſt be Chrift that muſt re- 
ome deem his immortal Soul. When Adam had ſin- 
that ned, God ſaid, Thou . die, that is, in dyin 
mei thou ſhalt die a double Death; while he lived: 
e obe lived a d ing Life. To live in Chriſt, it is 
go. Wa ſuitable Life; a precious Chriſt for a precious 
bere- Soul is ſuitable. For, 
that Firſt, The Redemption of the Soul is precious; 
cheat they are not redeemed with corruptible Things, 

as Silver and Gold, but with the precious 

Blood of Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. and Epb i. 7. 
Soul, In whom we have Redemption through his Blood, 
7000 the Forgiveneſs of Sins according to the Riches of 
drink, Wis Grace. Now this Redemption becomes not 
X the Soul's, 'till a Soul lives on Chriſt ; but this 
Redemption is ſuitable to a Soul under the Wrath 
of God, under Sin, and under Guilt. 


Secondly, 


| 
| 
| 


mortal Soul, when it ſtands naked before Goc 
But Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is a precious Garm 
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Secondly, Pardoning Grace is very precious: And MW anc 
it is in Chriſt alone that the Soul can be pardon. i apy 
ed. Pardon is a precious Jewel to an immortl i eſie 
Soul. It is only living and laying hold on Chriſt, MW thir 
that this pardoning 3 is conveyed to the Sor 
Soul. Bleſſed is the Man whoſe Tranſgreſjion i; ¶ the 
forgiven him, whoſe Iniquity is covered. Bl:ſ.4 Ml vine 
is the Man #0 whom the Lord will not impute Sn, WM ing 
Rom. viii. 32. P/a/. i. 2, An immortal Soul h Sou 
precious in its being; yet for want of a Pardon I the 
is miſerable to all Eternity, becauſe of its preci 
ous Excellency and Nature, that wants the high 
eſt Perfection to live upon him alone; and not 
having him to be their Life, their Death is more 
miſerable than any Creature; becauſe other Cres. 
tures, when they die, there is an End of their 
Miſery. If a Man be condemned to die, that 
is a Malefactor, if under the Senſe of his End, 
looks upon himſelf better never to have be 
born, better never to have lived on Earth, than 
to make ſuch an End. A Soul out of Chriſt is the 
moſt miſerable Creature that can be; for the 
Excellency of the immortal Soul is caff down 
the greateſt Miſery, becauſe it wants that, which 
alone is the Soul's Cure and Happineſs. 
Thirdly, Chriſt is ſuitable to the Soul, in that 
there is a Righteouſneſs ſuitable to cover th 
Soul. All the Gold, and Silver, and Jewels i 
the World, will not be of any Account to an in 


that cloaths the Soul that is naked in Sin. By 

me white Raiment, thou art poor miſeradi 
and naked; but I counſel you to buy of nll 
Gold tried in the Fire, that thou mayeſt be rich 
and white Raiment, that thou mayeſt be cloathe 
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ad that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs — not 
„ appear. Here is a cloathing for the Soul, or 
| cb it will remain naked for ever, and have no- 

thing to keep off the Wrath of God. When a 
Ne Soul is convinced and awakened, and affected with 
„che Love of Chriſt, when the Beams of his di- 
vine Love and Grace break into the Soul embrac- 
ing Chriſt, what a quick Sight and Senſe hath a 
Soul of divine Comforts and Bleſſings? And on 
the other Hand, what a quick Sight and Senſe hath 
a Soul of the Wrath of God, that is awakened 


oh- ll under the Senſe of its Guilt and Miſery. Many have 
not Ml ſtifled their Conviction, being ſwallowed up in 
ore Ml Senſuality, and are apt to forget the Awakenings 
rea MW of Conſcience by reaſon of the Hardneſs of their 
der Hearts, and Blindneſs of their Minds; but when 


God comes to awaken thee thoroughly, that ye 
ſhall not ſleep again, then the Soul hath a deep 
ven Senſe of the Wrath of God. If we could have 
than ſpoken with Judas before he hanged himſelf, he 
would have told you, he had Hell begun here. If 
you could have ſpoke with Cain, he would tell you, 
be found the Terrors of Hell while here on Earth. 
Were we to ſpeak to deſpairing Souls yet out of 
Hell, they will tell you their Souls are naked to 
divine Vengeance; apply to them what Comforts 
you will, there is nothing will do them 

vithout an Application of Chriſt to their Souls; 
and as they are awakened here, ſo they will feel 
another Day what they now fear, P/a/. xc. 11. 
What is ſuitable to the Soul but Chriſt 2 Have 
ot many gone with all their Gifts, and Parts, 
ad Duties to Hell? What will ſerve this Im- 
rtal Soul but the Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
rich eis? That alone will fave from the Wrath of 
athedFvod, and will alone bring the Soul in the "On 

x an 


and Love of God: Therefore to know and behold 
Chriſt, is the only ſuitable Good for an immor. 
tal Soul. We ſay, when we ſee a Man raiſed fron 
Death, by the uſe of Means, how happy it was he 
— _ ed to that —— or * Ah! bu 
thrice happy, yea, everlaſtin a art thou 
if thou 24 to know Chriſt,” fer his is the 
only Righteouſneſs that can cloath you to ſtandin 
God's Preſence, and be ſaved from the Wrath u 
come. 'Then further, as there is in Chriſt preciou 
Pardon and precious Righteouſneſs to cover the 
Soul: So there is precious Peace ſuitable. When 
Man hath not Peace with God, he is a milerahle 
wretched Man. For a Man to be followed up and 
down wherever he goes with the Wrath of a Sin 
revenging God, that he cannot come to God; but 
wherever he goes he is afraid divine Vengeance 
will ſeize him. What a dread State is it! 

Fifthly, Torhave Chriſt our Life is ſuitable, be. 
cauſe Chriſt lives for ever, and your Soul live 
for ever, and you muſt have ſomething to u 
hold them for ever. All the Saints in Heaven, tho 
they live for ever; and all the Angels, thong 
they live for ever, they cannot help you, if yc 
have not Chriſt for yours. If Chriſt, who is 4 
God's Right Hand, is not your Life, where will 
; our immortal Souls fink ! How happy is itt 
” provided for an Immortal Life ! Thy Throne 
O God, is for ever and ever : The Scepter of th 
Kingdom is a right Scepter, Pal. xlv. 6. The H 
= liveth for ever, and therefore 
Mr. Murcot on ſhort good, tho' never fo full, | 
— . EP — commenſurate r fol Ther 
S nut be certitudo æternæ frui 

onis. There muſt be a never dying Eife, and! 


muſt be a Life wrapt up in Chriſt, Your Ii h 
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WM is bid with Chriſt in God; e're long you will 
al go out of this World, and muſt appear before 
de God ; and if you have not Chriſt for your Life, 
what will you do? What a Folly is it to make 
any Thing your Hope below Chriſt; be it Riches, 
or Honours, or Duties ? Alas ! Theſe will all fail 
you. Saith John the Baptiſt, I live a decreafing 
Life. He muſt increaſe, but I mut decreaſe, John 
li. 20. but he is Yeſterday and To-day the fame 
for ever ; but all other Things will wither and 
die. Therefore how good is it to live in Chriſt ! 
Take a Soul naked out of the Body, and ſhew 
it all the Riches, and Honours, and Bleſſings of 
the World ; alas! They can do it no good. Saith 
the Man, my Soul that lives for ever, that never 
dies; it is immortal Life that my Soul, muſt be 
bound up in. So that I ſay, to live Chriſt is 
be. ſuitable Life, in that it is ſuitable to a Soul that 
le lives for ever. We tee Perſons are careful that 
p they may lay up ſomething to help them when 
bey cannot Work, and are careful to lay up 
ſomething for their Children; and alas; will you 
provide be a mortal Lite, for a poor dying Bo- 
dy, and will you not provide for your immortal, 
i ever-living, never-dying Souls? O lay hold on 
it u Chriſt now, that you may live for ever! E're 
long you muſt be gone from hence, and then no 
ml more praying, nor hearing. And you that reſt 
on Duties, e're long you can reſt no more on them, 
and you that are careleſs and formal in Duties, or 
negligent of them, e're long you will have no more 
Upportunities : And you eat are careleſs of get- 
ig Chriſt, . e're long you will have no more Of- 
ſers of Chriſt. There are two Sorts of Fools, I 
ve obſerved, mentioned in the Holy Scriptures. 
Firſt, The Fool that _ up much on Earth, but 


did 
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did not live to . it. And the next, The Fool d: 
that laid up ſo little, and lived beyond it. In gc 
Luke xii. 29. we have an Account of the Fool Ml al 
that laid up a _ deal on Earth; he thought ar 
he had a long Time to live; faith he, Soul, rake en 
thine e, thou baſk Goods laid up for man 
Fears. A1 was a Fool indeed, tl had & he 
provided for, nor thought what would become I. 
of his Immortal Soul. ou Fool, haſt thou not ing 
thought of thy immortal Soul? Of thy eternal © cot 
State? Thou haſt laid up for thy Body for 2 tu 
long Time, hi: Night ſball thy Soul be required WM EI 
of thee, thou ſhalt live no longer here. What, 
take Thought for Barns, for Riches, and no if fr 
Thought for an Immortal Soul! No Thoughts of iſ Ir 
a Chriſt to ſave thee to all Eternity ? Many will th 
take great 1 ak about the Things of this © 
World, but no Thought for a Chriſt, for their I Im 
immortal Soul.. You have enough laid -up for be 
many Years as you think, but it may be not for 
many Moments. If you have not a Chriſt, you and 
are not ſafe for one Moment. And what will you 
do if the Lord ſay to thee, this Night ſpall thy 
Soul be required of thee ? O Fool, haſt thou not 
ſomething laid up for Time to come, when thou 
haſt not an Hour tolive? Haſt thou had Thoughts 
for the Things of this Life, when thou haſt not 
ſpent one Thought for the Things of another 
Life? This mad Fool, he laid up Goods for 
than he had Time to enjoy them. Conſidered 
A great while to come, and .yet laid not up any 
Thing for his Immortal Soul, that was to lite 
for ever, this Night ſhall thy Soul be required F 
thee ; thou ſhalt have no more Time in th 
World, and haſt thou not laid up for Eternit) 


O Man or Woman, what a Fool art thou, * 
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doſt not look after Chriſt ! That doſt not ſeek in 
good earneſt for thy immortal Soul to be happy to 
all Eternity! The ſecond Fools that are mention'd, 
are, they Hat out-liv*d their Eſtate, they had not 
enough to keep them. I warrant, you will ſay, 
they wanted Care in this World ; and you ſhall 
hear many worldly Men ſay, That will not I do, 
| will take Care to lay up ſomething for a ſpend- 
ing Time; but it is not worldly Riches we ara 
concerned about, but higher Matters, it is ſpiri- 
tual Things. The fooliſh Virgins out-liv'd their 
Eſtates, they ſurvived them, they had not enough 
to maintain them; my Meaning is, they wanted 
ſaving Grace, they took — Pains in outward 
Truths, yet wanted Grace to carry them fafe to Glo- 

. You may live on Duties and Performances, and 
the out-fide of Religion ; and I. tell you your 
Immortal Souls will out live your Duties, and 
be undone for not having a Chriſt. Your Souls 
will outlive all external Duties and Ordinances, 
and if you have notlived on Chrift, you are un- 
done. The fooliſh Virgins thought they had 
done very well, and had got enough to keep them 
to all Eternity; they ſet out with the Wiſe, 
and kept along with them ; but here was the 
Difference, the one had Chriſt in them, and the 
other was without him; the one had Chriſt 
in their Hearts, and the other had only the No- 
tions of Chriſt in their Heads; the one lived on 
Chriſt in their Duties, and the other lived on 
their Duties without Chriſt ; the wife Virging 
Lamps kept burning, becauſe they had Oil of 
Grace, and Chriſt was in them, the Hope of 
Glory ; but the fooliſh Virgins they wanted Oil in 
their Lamps; yet what Confidence had they that 
| 4x” theix 
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their Condition was good, which did appear by 
their Confidence to the very laſf, Mat. xxv. 10. 4 
ter ward came alſo the other Virgins, and ſaid, Lord, 
Lord, open to us; ſure we have ſome Part in thee, 
lure we have ſome Treaſure here: No, faith Chriſt, 
you have none at all, I know you not. They begg'd 
Oil of the Wife, Give us of your Oil, for our Lamps 
are gone out: They outlived all their Duties and 
Gilts, and were miſerably poor for want of Grace, 
My Friends, be you never ſo outwardly religious 
if you have not Chriſt in you, you will outlive all 
your Duties and Righteouinels, Prayers and Tear, 
and all Duties will be over; and if you have not 
Chriſt to your Righteouſneſs, you will be very 
poor at laſt : None jo poor as thoſe that lie down 
in the Grave without a Chriſt. Give us of your 
Oil, for our Lamps are gone out: We have no 
Oil. What have you been doing all this while? 
. Whar, ſo long a praying People? So long Hear. 
ers? So long Profeſſors, and have you not a 
Chriſt for your Souls ? They thought they had 
Oil enough in their Lamps, but were miſerably 
miſtaken, Many think certainly if they pray and 
hear, they ſhall go to Heaven, if they come to 
the Lord's Supper, and are baptized, and hare 
other Ordinances, they ſhall go to Heaven. Why, 
Friends, the fooliſh Virgins were all this, yea, 
and more than this; for many Perſons may have 
ſcandalous Lives outwardly ; but theſe were call. 
ed Virgins; they walked ſo uprightly, none could 
charge them with Hypocrify ; none could fay 
black was their Eye, ul at laſt they ſlept when 


others ſlumbered. The Fooliſp ſet their Faces hea- 
venward, as well as the Wiſe ; only the Hypocrites 
they have their Faces one Way, and row another, 


as Water men do. But what was the Difference? 1 
i . ; | wile 
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wiſeVirgins made Chriſt their Life, and the Fooliſh 
lived upon their own Duties without Chriſt, Ma- 
ny think themſclves very well, becauſe they do per- 
form Duties, and attend on Ordinances, and can 
diſcourſe of Chriſt: But do you know what it is 
to have Chriſt your Life ? When the fooliſh Vir- 
gins found Chriſt was come, they cried, Alas! We 
are undone ; we have lived on our own Stock, and 
we want a Life beyond all that we have lived: 
And the Fooliſh ſaid to the Wiſe, give us of your Oi: 
Have you no Oil to ſpare us? No, none! All the 
Angels in Heaven, nor Saints in Heaven cannot 
help a poor Sinner, that hath not made Chriſt his 
Lit: He that hath moſt of Chriſt, cannot part 
with any of Chriſt ; he that hath moſt Grace can- 
not part with any when he comes to die. O, faith 
the graceleſs Soul when he comes to die, give me 
of your Oil, have not you {ome to ſpare ? The 
ungodly Husband will with himſelf in the Condi- 
tion of the godly Wife, the ungodly Parent of 
their godly Child, the ungodly Children in the 
'Condition of the godly Parent, It the ungodly 
Child ſhould cry to the godly Parent, Oh for ſome 
of your Grace! Oh fpare me ſome of your Grace! 
The Anſwer will be, No, no, we have little enough 
for ourſelves ; would we had more Grace, .pray 
go and buy for yourſelves : But alas! *Tis too late, 
we trifled with Chriſt and with Grace: I could 
go Home after I heard a Sermon and be content, 
and thought it was well enough, though I never 
minded it any more: I was told, if I had not 
Chriſt I was undone : It was preach'd to me, if I 
had not Righteouſneſs, I ſhould be found naked 
but I did not mind it, nor regard it; but now 
It is too late. I indeed performed ſome Duties, 
becauſe I was afraid of Hell, and becauſe Con- 

K 4 {cience 
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ſcience would not let me alone. I kept to hear. 
ing and praying, but to make Chriſt my Liſe, that 
I was ignorant of. Whatever was preach'd to me 
of him, to make him my Life ; whatever waz 
preach'd to me of him to make ſure of him for 
my cwn, I thought I could ſpare him well enough 
I thought I could live on my own Duties. Alas! 
You may be full of Duties, and yet have an 
Heart empty of Chriſt : You may keep a Sab- 
bath outwardly, and yet have no Enjoyment of 
God inwardly ; you may perform Duty, but if 
you have not Chriſt your ife, you will ſurvive 
all you have, you will live to ſpend all. | 

An Hypocrite may go very far, his Profeſſion 
may carry him very far, and yet fall ſhort at 
laſt, God doth not pluck away the Vizard at 
firſt, but letteth them proceed. The fooliſh 
Virgins took their Lamps, and went boldly. out 
to meet Chriſt along with the Wiſe. More than 
ſome will. be perſwaded too, that will hardly now 
ſtir a Foot for Chriſt ; they continu'd ſo until 
the Bridegroom tarried fo long beyond the Ex- 
pectation, that they fall aſleep. 

What a dreadful Thing is it for Profeſſors to 
have nothing but what they may live and ſpend, 
and be undone when they come to die ? Your 
immortal Souls will ſurvive all your Prayers, and 
all your Sabbaths ; and if Chriſt is not your 
Life, you are undone for ever, this was the Caſe 
of thoſe fooliſh Virgins : The Fool in the Goſ- 

| provides for many Years to come, and lives 

ut a ſhort Time. And the other, they pretend- 
ed to get ſomething for their Souls, and lived 
to ſpend all, you may be undone for living on 
your Profeſſion, as well as thoſe who are Ene- 


mies to it. Many will ſay, they have not Time 
to 
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to look after the Things of another World; no 
Time to mind Chriſt, nor ſeriouſly to think of 
their latter End. Alas! It is not being on our 
Knees in a Morning, and remember the Lord 
no more all the Day ; then to go hurrying on 
in the World, never minding Chriſt nor your 

cious Souls. On the other Hand, there are 
Poliſ Profeſſors, that make their own Duties 
their Righteouſneſs, and ſo think they have no 
need of Chriſt. The one lays up more for him- 
ſelf, than he lives for to ſpend. The other is fo 
fooliſh he lays up ſo little, (not having Chriſt) that 
he ſpends all and ſo is miſerable ; but let us have 
a Care we are not thoſe Fools. You that are 
Profeſſors, have a Care you do not die poor, that 
you do not live upon your Duties, and not get 
Chriſt for your Fouls to live upon. The Fooliſh 
faid to the Wiſe, give us of your Oil: But the 
Wiſe anſwered and ſaid, nor ſo, leſt there be not 
enough for us and you ; but go rather to them that 
ſell, and buy for yourſelves. Ah | How fain would 
every one of you have a Chriſt when you come to 
die! How fain would every one of you have 
Grace when you come to die ! You will go home 
it may bz, this Day, and a few Days more, and 
ſet quietly at your Tables without Chriſt ; but 
when you come to die, you will cry out, O that 
| had a Chriſt ! It is hard venturing your Im- 
mortal Souls on this Line of Time, thinking 
it will reach out longer ; and you do not know 
how ſoon this Thread of your Life may be cut 
alunder ; and when you come to die, and are 
withour Chrift, you will wiſh, O that I had 
cloſed with Chriſt when I was perſwaded to do 
it. You are always ready that know Chriſt, but 
never ready, whatever you do, without Chriſt ; 
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if you have performed ten "Thouſand Duties, and 
kept a Thouſand Faſts, without Chriſt, you are 
undone. And when they came, the Door Owl, 
the Door of the Kingdom, the Door of Grace, 
the Door of Mercy, the Door of Happineſs, of 
Comfort. What, the Door ſhut ? What, the Door 
of Heaven ſhut againſt me! O where ſhall I go? 

What ſhall I do? I am ſhut 
. Thoſe Perſons that out ; without the Kingdom, 


will not in Time come . . ; 
to Chriſt for Grace, without God, without hriſt, 


they will knock when in everlaſting Burnings. After- 
it is too late for En- wards came alſo the other Vir- 
trance into Glory, gins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open 

to us. Thus ready will they 
be to call Chriſt Lord, that never took him to 
be their Husband. Lord, Lord, open to us, we 
are come, we are come, we knock now. O how 
carneſtly do they knock now! You that coldly 
deſire Chrif now, that indifferently ſeek after 
Chriſt now, you will at laſt knock and call ear- 
neſtly when it is too late. 

There are three dreadful Outcries in this 
World, but there will be three dreadfuller Cries 
which a Perſon that dies without Chriſt will tend 
forth in the other World. 

The firſt dreadful Cry in this World is, a 
Malefactor that is ſenſible of his Miſery when 
he is condemned. What an Outcry, when it is 
ſaid, Thou muſt die? O how doth he cry out for 
Mercy ! 

The ſecond dreadful Outcry is, when a Ship 
fuffers Shipwreck, and the Mariners or Paſſengers 
are ſinking into the Sea, then what a dreadfui 
Outcry is there with them, that before were cur- 


ſing and ſwearing ! 


The 
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nd The Third dreadful Outcry is, When Soldiers | 

are or Rebels beſiege a City, and put Men, Women 

t; and Children to the Sword; but a Perſon that 

ce, Wl lives and dies without Chriſt, ſends forth three 

of MW dreadfuller Cries. 

or Fir, A Soul that is awakened departing this 

0! Life, takes a View of his miſerable State in the 

wt MW other World, when Conſcience drags him before 

m, God's Tribunal, and he is condemned by the 

ft, i Law of God; the Soul cries out, Lord, muſt 

-U be ſhut up under thy eternal Wrath for 

ir- erer? There he ſees the Judge condemning him, 

en the Law condemning him, Conſcience condemning 

ey him; he can look no way but he is amazed; above | 

to him a fin-revenging God, below him everlaſting | 

we Flames, O what a dreadful Outcry will a con- | 

» MW demned Soul make! You may know by theſe 

ly Wl fooliſh Virgins, Lord, Lord, open to us, what a | 

ter dreadful — there will be when a condemned 

ar- W Sinner appears before a fin-revenging God. 
You are all condemned in Adam, and it you have | 

ais not a Chriſt you will be condemned to all Eter- 1 

ies W nity; when the laſt Moment comes, what an 1 

nd Outcry will there be, Lord, Lord, muſt I to 


Hell for ever! Muſt I be damned for ever ! Yea, | | 
a Soul, for thou haſt no Part nor Portion in Chriſt. = 
en Second'y, As Seamen and Mariners when my 0 


is ſuffer Shipwreck, and are ſinking, make a dread- 1 

or ful Cry ; 1o a Soul that's out of” the Body, that 4 
hath not Chriſt; all your Duties and Profeſſion, Fi 

ip and Comforts, all your Righteouſneſs, and your 

rs Souls finking together ; O what a dreadful Cry 

ul will there be ! My Hope is periſhed, my Righte- 

- oulneſs is . my Duties abhorred. Woe is 
me, Jam undone ſor ever! 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, What a dreadful Outcry is there, when 
a City is beſieged and plundered, and all the Men, 
Women and Children put to Fire and Sword! 
So when Chriſtleſs Perlons muſt appear before 
God's Tribunal, the Sword of divine Tuſtice 
meets the Soul. The Angel that ſtood at the 
Gate of Paradiſe had a Gig Sword in bis 
Hand ; the Juſtice of God, that flaming Sword, 
will you meet at Heaven's Gate : Soul, no En. 
trance here, you muſt for ever lie in the Priſon 
of Hell, *till your Debts are paid ; you have no 
Surety, you have no Chriſt, you have no Grace; 
then you muſt for ever depart into everlaſti 
— 2 now too late, when Juſtice hath too 
hold of them; Legions of Devils halling them 
down to the bottomleſs Pit: They cry, Lord, 
Lord, open to us, when their Lamps are gone out, 
Now Lord we ſee our Sparks dying before they 
reach Heaven. O pardon this our Hypocriſy | 
And O give of thy Oil! Thou art the Olive. 
Tree, pour out thy Oil into our Veſſels. Had 
they with the wiſe * — Oil in their Lamps, 
ſaving Grace in their Hearts, — had been rea- 
dy, and entered with Chriſt: No, but they would 
not come to Chriſt; and ſee now the Gate was 
ſhut upon them; now they cry, Lord, open to 
us; they would not come to him ſor a Wedding 
Garment, but they would be beholden to him 
to let them enter into the Feaſt 
- My. Murcot. without one; tho' Heaven would 
| have held them but a little while, 
if they had entred in that Condition, 

Next, This Life is a ſuitable Life, becauſe it 
is a glorious Life. Alas! You live a miſerable 
Life till you know Chriſt : A Profeſſor without 
Chriſt is a poor empty Perſon, You read of a 

new 
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new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein dwells 
Righteouſneſs. 
What was the Earth? A dark Chaos before 
the glorious Sun, that glorious Light, came, 
What is a poor Soul in this Houſe of Clay, 
till you come to know Jeſus Chriſt, till you come 
to live on Chriſt ? We have a dark Chaos, but 
when you come to live on Chriſt, this is a new 
Heaven in the Soul, and a new Earth ; every 
Part of the Soul, every Member of the Body is 
put into a new Frame. O faith the Soul, let me 
not act but for Chiiſt, let me not walk but with 
Chriſt, let me not be employed but for -Chrift, 
let me not live but to Chriſt; it may be you 
will give us the Hearing of a Sermon on the 
Lord's Day, but what Mould are you caſt in all 
the Week ? Alas! What Folly and Madneſs is it 
to be ſeeking, looking, waiting and watching 
for what is not, for what will not do you good ? 
Our Eye is fixed, our Thoughts are fixed, our 
Hands are employed, but is it for Chriſt? Can 
you ſay you deſire nothing in Compariſon of 
Chriſt 2 Or are your Thoughts ſwallowed up in 
the World? Where you have had one for Chriſt, 


It may be you have had many Thouſands for 


the World. To be a Profeflor, and not live on 
Chriſt, is as if a dead Man ſhould be dreſs'd 
with the Cloaths of a living Man, and ſhould 
have Meat diſh'd out and ſet before him to 
— . yet remains Dead, and the Meat un- 
talted. 

Perſons may make external Proſeſſion, and have 
Ordinances adminiſtred to them, but if you do 
not know Chriſt, and live on Chriſt, what Pro- 
fit will you have in all ? What is the Chaff to 
the Wheat? You may hear Sermons, and en- 


tertain 
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tertain the Notions of Religion ; but if Chriſt 
is not made manifeſt to your Soul, you have but 
the Shell without the Kernel, the Chaff with- 
out the Wheat. He that knows Chriſt, he that 
lives Chriſt, is above that Soul, let him live ne. 
ver ſo noble a Life, that knows not Chriſt, 
Therefore the Prophet ſaith, That a wiſe Child 
is better than an old and fooliſh King, Eccleſ. 


iv. 13. | 

A wiſe Chriſtian (though he is never ſo little 
in Grace and Knowledge) that knows Chriſt, is 
better than the greateſt Perſon in Knowledge that 
doth not know Chriſt : Better is the pooreſt, low- 
eſt Chriſtian, than the n Noble in the Land 
that doth not know Chriſt. 

Now I ſhall ſhew in ſome Particulars the Glo- 
ry of this Life. To live Chriſt. F;-/, If you come 
to live Chriſt, it is a glorious Life, for there is 
the beginning of Glory : Whatever you do, you 
never come to have Glory begun, till you come 
to live on Chriſt by Faith, Phil. i. 6. He that 
hath begun the good Work in you will perform 
it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, he that juſtifies, 
he glorifies. We are called to eternal Glory by 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. v. 10. If we have not 
Chriſt ours; eternal Life will never be ours, Col. 
i. 27. Chriſt in you the Hope of Glory. All the 
Pearls of a Chriſtan's Crown of Glory are the 
Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood. As ſoon as a Soul 
begins to know Chriſt, he 2 an Heaven on 
Earth. Let Earth and Hell do what they will 
Glory is begun; the World, and Devil, and Temp- 
tations may tols you, but they are come too late 
to deſtroy you, there is immortal Life and Glo- 
ry begun; the immortal Seed is ſowed in the 
Soul; Grace in the Soul is Glory in the Bc 


liever : 
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liever : Chriſt dwelling in the Soul, is the be- 
inning of Glory ; you never come to know the 
Lit of Glory, till you know Chriſt; and when 
you come to live on Chriſt, you are in the Way 
to Glory, and ſhall as ſure come there, as the 
Saints and Angels now in Glory. This is the 
Comfort and Stay of a Believer, when he comes 
to know Chriſt, be is certainly linked to eternal 
Glory. | | 
Secondly, To live Chriſt is a glorious Life ; 
for you are changed from Glory to Glory into the 
ſame Image ; for there is a glorious Union be- 
tween Chriſt and a Believer ; there is the natu- 
ral Faculties, there is the ſame rational Soul: But 
the Soul hath new Qualities, being changed by 
Chriſt dwelling in the Soul ; they are . 
in their Underſtandings, their Affections, their 
Wills. It may be compared to Iron put into the 
Fire; while Iron remains red hot, and the Fire 
is in it, if you beat the Iron to Pieces, you can- 
not ſeparate it from the Fire; knock but the leaſt 
piece of Iron, Fire is in every Piece, yet the Iron 
is not the Eire, nor the Fire the Iron? yet the 
lron is in the Likeneſs of Fire: So the Soul is 
not ſo changed into the Image of Chriſt, as not 
to retain its own natural Faculties, but by Rea- 
bn of Chriſt dwelling in it, is changed in its 
3 from Evil to Good. So there is the 
Glory of Chriſt appearing in all the Actions of 
a Chriſtian; though they may have many Infir- 
mities, yet all that they principally deſign is, 
the Glory of God. | When Fire is in the Iron, 
ou cannot ſeparate it; you cannot ſay, that Iron 
is without Fire, nor Fire without Iron : So in this 
Life, you may ſee @ Saint bath many Imperfe&i- 
os, but yet Chriſt is in him, ſwaying bis Heart 
and 
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and Life with the Srepter of his Rigbteouſneſi: 
Though there are the ſame d Fed * F 
lites are all made new: So though there is Corrup- 
tion in Prayer, and Weakneſs in Faith, and Weak- il (1, 
neſs in Love ; yet there is true Love, and true Faith go 
and Repentance, there is ſomething ſeen of Chriſt ſor 
in all bis Infirmities, in every Faculty of the Soul, Ne 
What a glorious Charge is it to be changed in , 
the Image of Chriſt | The Beams of the Sun have for 
ſeveral Fffe4s, ſome Things it withers, ſome Thinzs 64 
it revives. The Goſpel of Chriſt and the Goodneſs ] 

God, that melt the Heart of a Saint, hardens the WM WI 

eart of an impenitent Sinner ; but the Soul that ou 
hath Union with Chriſt, that Chriſt is bis Life, the 
Love of Chriſt conforms the Soul to Chriſt. There ii He 
the Meekneſs of Chriſt, tho not in Perfection; there ¶ has 
is the Love of Chriſt, the Humility of Chriſt, tho you 
not in Perfection, the ſelf-denyal of Chriſt ; there ii WW a 
the Patience of Chriſt, though not in Perfection, but il ly 
through Chriſt you are pardoned. Dr. Owen on the Sou 
Spirit. | and 

The Soul that is changed into the Glory of MW Me 
Chriſt hath natural Corruption, natural Backward- IM for 
neſs ; but Chriſt being their perfect Head and fom 
ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs, they are pure annd lovely in {MW Wo! 

od's Eye. Feſus Chriſt, God Man, hath all th i to f 
glorious Ideas of God's Image and Grace ſbini wou 
in him, as in a Glaſs, he reflects the ſame in and wou 
by the Glaſs of the Goſpel in the Hearts of Be. in C 
livers, who by Faith contemplating, are by the g- 

acious mer tid of the Spirit of Grace tranſ- 
formed into the ſame glorious Image, even from 
Glory to Glory, from one Digree of glorious Grace 
unto another. Thus the beliveing Soal by Faith con- 
templating the Wiſdom, Meekneſs, Patience, Kind 
neſs, Fuſtice, Cc. of God ſhining in Chriſt, is by the 


effeFua! 
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Fectua / Concurrence of the Spirit of Chriſt tranſ- 
formed into a wiſe, meek, patient, kind and juſt 
Spirit. Faith, by contemplating the Glory of God in 
Chriſt brings into the Soul Spiritual Ideas of the ſame 
g/orions Image, a divine Light aud Life bearing 
ſome Reſemblance to the Life of God, or divine 
Nature; ſo that Chriſt the eſſential Glaſs of God, 
bath not only a Manifeſtative, but alſo trans- 
formative, changing Glory ſhining in them. Mr. 
Gale's Treatile of the Saints Amity with Chriſt. 

Beloved, have you not all immortal Souls ? 
Whar would you have your Souls be like when 
ou come to die ? Would you have them like the 
Devil? Would you have the Pride and Envy of 
is Hell, the Covetouſneſs of Hell? Or would you 
re WW have the Image of Chriſt ſtamped on you, that 
vou may live Chriſt, and lead an humble Life, 
is a meek Life, a fſelf-denying Life, an holy god- 
ut Wl ly Life ? What Likeneſs would you have your 
be Souls appear in out of your Body > Whoſe Image 

and Stamp would you have them bear ? Mo 

of MW Men will live to themſelves, and make Proviſion 
d- for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof: And 
nd WW ſome live to be revenged of others to get the 
in WW World of their Side. The Luſts Perſons ſeek 
be to fulfil are innumerable to ſpeak of; but how 
ing WW would you have your Soul appear? What Condition 
would you have them in? Would you have them 
.in Chriſt ? O then beg Chriſt may be your Life 
ef- MW Beg you may be changed from Glory to Glory, 
"/- into his Image; every Day of a Believer's Life 
an he is going from Glory to Glory. 

act Poor, wretched, ignorant Proſeſſors! What do 
Jou think will become of you e're long, if Chriſt 
nd. is not your Life? Eternal Death will be your Por- 
we tion. You ſee many Imperfections in a Believer, = 
ud e 
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he is perfect in Chriſt, being changed into the 
Image and Glory of Chriſt, A Believer, all his 
Works are Works of Grace; all his Walking, Walk 
of Grace; all his Actions, Actions of Grece; 
and in all that he doth, there is Glory on it, 
thro* Chriſt his glorious Lord. They that live 
on external Duties, they will give you the Hear. 
ing of a Sermon, and away ; they ſeek not to know 
Chriſt, but they will be found as dreadfully miſer. 
able as the Turk or Heathen that never heard of 
Chriſt ; for notwithſtanding their Profeſſion, they 
are ſwallowed up in the World. Take a covetous 
Man, his Heart is on the World. Take a glutton- 
ous Man, his Heart is ſet to make his Belly his God. 
Take a Man that lives on Chriſt, his Heart is knit 
there, he cleaves to the Lord with full Purpoſe 
of Heart. 

Thirdly, It is glorious a Life, becauſe you hare 
the Hope of Glory : You never will have the Hope 
of Glory, *till you have Chriſt living in you, 
Chrift in you the Hope of Glory, Col. i. 27. |f 
a Perſon be without Chriſt, he is without all true 
Hope of Salvation ; there is neither Hope of the 
Glory of God, nor rejoicing in the Hope, while 
a Perſon is without Chriſt. What, have you Hope 
of Glory ? But have you a good Hope ? If you 
come to live Chriſt, then you have a good Hope; 
if you have Chriſt in you, then as ſure as Chrilt 
is in you, you ſhall come to Glory, Who is in 

ou? Who lives in you? We know our next Neigh 
240 we know our familiar Friend or Acquaint- 
ance. Who do you converſe with? Who is * 
near Neighbour ? Chriſt or the World, Chrilt or 
vain Thoughts, Chriſt or Carnality ? Is Chriſt in 
you? If Chriſt is in you, then he reigns in you, 
and you converſe moſt with him, What is 00 
al 
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daily Food, your Livelyhood ? Miſtake me not, 
| would not have you neglect your daily Calling, 
| hope you underſtand me better : But, what do 
you make the Chief of your Aims and Ends ? 
What takes up your Heart moſt? Does the Love 
of Chriſt, the Mercy of Chriſt, the Peace of Chriſt 
affect you moſt ? It ſo, I tell you, you live a glo- 
rious Life. I warrant you think that they that 
converſed with Chriſt on Earth were happy; I 
tell you, there were Thouſands ſaw Chriſt's Face 
on Earth, that ſhall never ſee his Face in Glory. 
It may be you think if you come and hear a Ser- 
mon, you;have converſed enough with Chriſt for 
all the Week, though you never had one precious 
Thought of Chriſt; but to have Chriſt your Life, 
you have a glorious Life. Soul is thy Heart wrapt 
up in Chriſt ? What would you defire, if you 
were to haye your Wiſhes granted? Is it Chriſt ? 
More of Chriſt ? To live more to Chriſt ? To 
enjoy more of Chriſt ? If it is ſo, you live a glo- 
rious Life ! There is more Glory in one Believer 
than in all Creatures on Earth beſide. When 
Chryſoſtome was put to Silence, ſaid ſome, Better 
the whole World were leſt in Darkneſs, than ſuch 
a glorious Light ſhould be put out. Now if the 
racking of Chriſt be ſo glorious, what is the 
iſe of Chriſt in the Believer. 

Fourthly, To live Chriſt is a glorious Life, for 
there comes a glorious Train with Chriſt, all 
the Graces of the Spirit. 

Believers are God's Habitations, Eph. ii. 22. 
You are the Terreſtrial wherein the King of Glo- 
ry keeps his Abode, till you be removed to abide 
with him in Heaven. If we did but conſider, 
and our Eyes were opened to ſee what a Train 
of Helliſh Luſts dwell in us before Chriſt is in 


us, 
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us, we ſhould be amazed; the Apoſtle tells you 
of many of them: While you are fleſhly, and 
know not Chriſt, I tell you, whatever you are 
in Profeſſion, you are what the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Gal. v. 9. Now the Works of the Fleſh are me 
nifeſt, which are theſt, Adultery, Fornication, Un 
c eauneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Ha. 
tred, Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sediti- 
on, Herefies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Re: 
ve / lings, and ſuch like; as if he ſhould fay, 1 
will not foul my Mouth with what dwells in a 
carnal Heart. May be you may ſay, Many that 
have no Grace abhor many of theſe Things. 
anſwer, It may be, the Nevil may not lead into 
all at once; but the Works of the Fleſh are mz 
nifeſt in unconverted Perſons. What Man is there 
that knows not Chriſt, but loves ſomething be- 
low Chriſt, and that is Idolatry, though you do 
not worſhip a ſtrange God. Do you love 2 
ſtrange God ? Is firſt and laſt : Higheſt and 
beſt ? Moſt prized and loved ? Is all well when 
Chriſt is enjoyed ? Do you not complain more for 
other Things than for Chriſt ? Hatred is a very 
reigning Sin; Variance, Emulations, Wrath, 
Strife, may dwell in the Heart; all Sin is 
rooted in corrupt Nature ; but what is meet for 
Sale he brings forth, like a Shop-keeper, he 
brings forth Goods that are fit for Sale, he hath 
all Sorts, but he doth not fell all Sorts at once. 
So the Sinner hath all Sin in him to be bee 

forth: Satan tempts him ſometimes to one Sin, 
ſometimes to another. When the Devil comes 
to buy, the Sinner is furniſhed with all Sorts of 
Sins for him, and ſells what the Devil pleaſes 


to buy. But when Chriſt comes, what a Train does 
he bring with him? He brings a glorious 9 
erſe 
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Verſe 22. But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance ; againſt ſuch there is no 
Law ; the Law hath nothing to ſay againſt them, 
for Chriſt is formed upon their Heart. O what 
a glorious Train does he bring! When Chriſt is 
your Life, you come to Chriſt, and walk with 
Chriſt, what a glorious Train of Graces poſſeſs 
the Soul ! Now the angry Man, the wrathful 
Perſon is a meek and humble Perſon ; the world- 
ly Man is come to love Chriſt and God, and the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the Saints, and Holi- 
nels ; he is come to have the Fruit of the Spi- 
tit. O what a glorious Life is it to live Chriſt ! It 


ſets Chriſt on the Throne, and unthrones Ungod- 


lineſs and at the laſt Day Chriſt will ſet you on 
bis Throne, and crown you with Glory. Chriſt 
and the Believer are all one, he dwells in you, 
and you live on him. Alas! To be a Profeſſor, 
and walk at random, to walk in the Suburbs 
of Hell, while we profeſs to be Citizens of Hea- 
ven. I profeſs it is a Shame ſome Profeſſors 
ſhould profeſs Religion: Bleſſed be God that ma- 
1 waiting on God; but 'till you know Chriſt 
there is a black Train in the Soul. The Hearts 
of many ſwell, if they know but a little of the 
Letter, if they can but ſpeak or diſcourſe ; but 
when Chriſt comes, there is a new Frame of 
Heart ; not new in Faculties, but in Qualities. O 
what a glorious Life it is to live Chriſt ! This 
Life is not to be parallel'd. If I had the Tongue 
of an Angel, I could not ſet forth the Life 3 Pl 
Soul that lives Chriſt ; it is fo far beyond the 
Life 'of the carnal Profeſſor, that makes me re- 
peat it over and over: There is ſo much Differ- 
ence. between this Life and the Life of carnal Pro- 

| teffors, 


make a great Noiſe of Religion, yet never come N 
to know Chriſt, ſo never thrive in Religion, You 
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ſeſſors, that they do not deſerve to be once name 
in the Day the Believer that lives on Chriſt 3; 


Tok of, What, for Chriſt to have Union with A 0 
the Believer? For the Believer to have Union hear 
with Chriſt ? It is ſuch a Myſtery, that the Ar. soch 

els defire to look into it. "Thoſe that live not hum 
this Life, th make a Profeſſion, they ar Ml for 4 
cold Profeſſors, ignorant Proſeſſors, and i * 
nothing but Profeſſors. n is al 

Fifthly, It is a glorious Life, becauſe it is the M 550, 
richeſt Tike you can live: You never live richly I 10 
till you live holy; and you never live holy, af 600 
you come to live on Chriſt, Of his Fulneſs bat Wl it n 


we all received Grace for Grace. There is ut 


* ing 
only in Chriſt a Fulneſs of Abundance, but alſo ful 40 


neſs of Redundance ; there is an overflowing H. WY in ( 
neſs in Chriſt, as a Fountain overflows, and yet Ml all | 
remains full, Grace for Grace, or Grace ubm pla 
Grace, Abundance of Grace, and the Increaſes f To 
Grace one by another ; there is all good in Crit knc 
that poor Sinners want. Omne bonum in ſummo 
bono, all Good in the chiefeſt Good. | 


You may ſee Corn that is ſcattered ona thatch' 
Houſe ſpring up, but ir ſoon withers ; it is not 


like Corn ſown in its natural Soil. You may fee Wl Ge 
ſome new Profeſſors under ſome ConviQtions, hoy 
hot and zealous they are, but it ſoon withers, there 


being no Root : But when a Soul is planted in 
Chriſt, it is got in good Ground, it is not thom G. 
Ground, or ſtony, Ground. Many Perſons are very WM kr 
unhappy ; they Are very diligent to do ſomething Wl of 
to attain Happineſs, yet tniſs of Happineſs at WW 4; 
laſt. Many Profeſſors. are very unhappy, they W C 


never thrive, nor lead a rich Life, *till you know 
Chriſt; 
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Chriſt ; all Treaſures of Wiſdom dwell in him 
that is the true Wiſdom; and the Lord humble this 
Generation, becauſe they exalt Chriſt no more 
live Chriſt no more: It may be you pray, and 
hear, and perform Duty ; but alas! All this is 
nothing till we come to know Chriſt. The Lord 


ot Ml humble us, I ſay, yon, and me, and all of us, 
arc for we are all Fools 'till we know Chriſt. I do 
ed not condemn Arts and Sciences, but yet I ſay it 

is all nothing to the Knowledge of Chriſt, in 
the Wl hom are bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
uy Knowledge, Col. ii. 3. Soul, would you know 
ti 


t muſt be in Chriſt : Would you have true Learn- 
not WM ing? It muſt V Chriſt: Would you know 
che glorious My ery of the Goſpel, it muſt be 
.in Chriſt : What is all Learning, all Knowledge, 
jet al Underſtanding ? (though all this good in its 
ben Place.) If you can tell the Name of God in all 
' of Wl Tongues, what doth this ſignify ? If you do not 
ri: WW know God in Chriſt, you are but a r Crea- 
mo ture, the Treaſure of all Wiſdom is in Chriſt, and 

Chriſt will lead you to the Father the Fountain of 
bd WF all Wiſdom ; this is a rich Life to live Chriſt. | 
not Firſt, You are inriched with the Preſence of 
lee WW God. When you know Chriſt, then you dwell 
109 WF in the Preſence of God; the Devils dwell in his 
ncte WI wrathful Preſence ; all of us this Day dwell in 
in God's general Preſence, the Saints only dwell in 
TY Wl God's gracious Preſence. When you come to 
"ery WW know Chriſt, you dwell in the ſpecial Preſence 
ung Wi of. God. P/a/. cxxx. ult. The Upright ſhall 
„ell in thy Preſence. None upright but in 

ney WW Chriſt; none perfect but thro* Chriſt. Surely the 
100 Rigbteous ſball give Thanks to thy Name, tbe Up- 


Gad ? It muſt be in Chriſt : Would you be wile ? 


right ſoall dwell in thy Preſence. There * no 
| an 
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Man upon Earth that hath: Righteoufneſs in hin. 
ſelf; no, not one: There is no Man upright by 
In Chriſt. When Chriſt is become yours, then 
God takes up his Dwelling with you: When 
Chriſt dwells in you, then the great God tala 
up his Abode with you; then you have the gr, 
cious Preſence of God go where you will. 
| Secondly, When you come to live to Chriſt, yu 
are inriched with the glorious Benefits of Chriſt; 
all that Chriſt died for, is yours, Redempti 
Juſtification, SanRification, the Riches of Grace 
and Riches of Glory is all yours. What, Sain 
in Chriſt, and poor ? It was never found, and 
can never be found : A Soul in Chriſt cannot be 
poor, all the Riches of Heaven, the Riches 
the Mercies, Bleſſings and Comforts of this Life 
and that to come, | | 
Thirdly, All the Promifes are yours : Ther 
is no Condition you can be in, but there is a Pro- 
miſe to ſupply you: Truly that is a rich Ma 
that hath a Promiſe of Supplies whatever State 
he is in. Though you have a great many Aﬀic- 
tions, you have abundance of Promiſes : You 
have a great many Trials, and you have great 
© Promiſes, free Promiſes, 2 Promiſes, you 
are rich; for go with the Key of Faith, and you 
may open the Promiſes. And whatever you tab 
out, there is never the Leſs left behind: That 
Promiſe that ſupplied you ſome Years ago, it is 
as full now, as it was then; If a Man takes out 
of his Bags or Coffers, the more he takes out, 
the Leſs he leaves behind; but the Promiſes are 
always full; go to a Promiſe in Temptation, [+ 
to a romiſe in Deſertion, to a Promiſe in A 


fliction, yet they are till full; indeed ſometims 
Faith not being lively to ſuck out the Comſor: 
| h EN a 


* 
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we think the Promiſe is dry ; but the Promiſe is 
full. We are like a poor weak Child to a full 
Breaſt, that cannot draw out the Milk. When 
Faith is weak, we leave the Comfort of the Pro- 
miſe behind, and cannot draw it forth. Now 
how came you to be enriched with theſe Pro- 
miſes ? Do they not flow in and thro* Chriſt 2 All 
the Curſes belong to them that are out of Chriſt ; 
but in Chriſt all the Promiſes are Yea and Amer, 
2 Cor. i. 20. For all the Promiſes of God in him 
ere Vea, and in bim Amen, unto the Glory 
10 gr by us in Chriſt. All the Promiſes are Yea, 
- t is, certainly true, and in him Amen ; to the 
Glory of God, Amen. I know it is the Defire of 
I woſt to be rich, then beg of God that you may 
wo Chriſt, beg of that you _ 
der Chriſt, beg of God that you may live Chriſt : 
Pro BY K bim all the Promiſes are, Yea and Amen. What, 
Man art thou not in Chriſt ? O wretched, „ miſcr- 
able Man or Woman? In Chriſt only are Promiſes, 
ac. and the true Riches, Yea, and Amen for ever. 
1 Whatever you do, go to Chriſt, for in him they 
| are Yea, and in him they are Amen; fee that 
on by Faith you go to Chriſt, he is the Way. What 
Ju rich and precious Promiſes are in him ! To take 
au: Promiſe, and not take Chriſt to be your Way 
Thu 2 the Promiſe, is to go a wrong Way to receive 
it u Comſort from the Promiſes. If ever have a 
on Promiſe, it muſt come by Chriſt ; if you make 
ou riſt your Life, wrap up your Life in Chriſt, 
an hath been diſc and all the Promiſes are 
yours. 


There is not a Soul of you ſo full of Comfort, 
but you have need of a Promiſe ; not one of 
lowell in the World, but you have need of a 


miſe, 1/@. xxxvili. 6, By theſe Mes live. — 
c 
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the Promiſes, and then living or dying, you arg 
rich Men. Ah, Sirs! If the Promiſes in Chriſt are 
not yours, I would not give a Farthing for your 
Profeſſion; and when you come to die, you will 
wiſh you never had made a Profeſſion. But the 
Soul that lives on Chriſt is happy. Bleſſed Souls 
are you tempted ? Are you afflicted? Are 
troubled ? The Promiſes in Chriſt will yield you 
ſweet Relief. 

Fourthly, If you have Chriſt, you have all the 
Bleſſings of Ordinances : I tell you, tho' you may 
not enjoy that Comfort as you defire, yet there i 
not a Sermon you hear but you are enriched hy 
it ; for if thy Soul break and mourn, and long 
after Chriſt, thou art enriched ; for a broke 
Heart is worth ten Thouſand Worlds, A broken 
Heart through Chriſt, is accepted of God, Pa! 
iii, 8. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord. The 
Means of Salvation, the preaching of the Gol. 
pel, and all other Ordinances ; Salvation belongs to 
the Lord, compared with Eph. i. 3. where it is 
laid, We are bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings is 
Chriſt Feſus in Heavenly Places (pray mind it) 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus ; 
what then? Who hath bleſſed us; How ? With al 
ſpiritual Bleſſings ; all the Means of Grace are 
made Bleſſings. What abundance of rich Seed 
of Grace is ſown upon. ſtony Ground, where 
Chriſt is not, known ? But the Bleding is uponthe 
People of God: Bleſſed: be the God and Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with al 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath 
bleſſed us with the Bleſſings of Faith, with 
the Bleſſings of Hope, Bleſſings of Love, Ble 
ſings of Patience, Bleſſings of the Sacrament, and 
all the Mcans of Grace we enjoy, : 

ou 
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You that live in Chriſt, tho you go mourning 
from a Sermon, this may encourage you to wait 
for the Bleſſing of the Means of Grace. It may 
be a Soul may object and fay, I am a poor forrow- 
ful Soul; am I blefſed ? Soul, thou art bleſſed. 
Bleſſed are they that mourn. The contrite Heart is 
mn acceptable Sacrifice to God Bleſſed are they that 
mourn. This is your Caſe, ſometimes you mourn, 
at other Times you rejoyce in God, and joy in 
the me God of your Salvation. You are rich in 
nay WW Bleſſings ; all Sermons that you hear do your Souls 
en good, and all Ordinances do your Souls good; 

Hou are bleſſed when you are humbled, when you 
ong Wmourn, when you thirſt, as well as when you re- 
ken Mijoyce, Theſe are fpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt. O 
ken Guriſtteſ Soul, 'till you know Chrift, there is not 
cone of theſe belong to you. O Sinners, you have 
The J innumerable Curſes hang over your Heads, that 
J0l- Nate out of Chriſt, you havea Book. full of Woe and 
7510 MWLamentation written without and within, Fzek. 
K 10. Many Sorrows are to the Wicked, but he 
that truſteth to the Lord, Mercy compaſſeth him 
obout,” Plal. xxxii. 10. Innumerable are the Bleſ- 
ws that Believers are compaſſed about with. When 
you come to an Ordinance, and think you do not 
meet with God, you complain, and go away 
mourning, you are bleſſed; if you go away in 
the Dark you are bleſſed: How fo ? I bleſſed, that 
amot ſee Chriſt! Yes; bleſſed are they that 
aſt in him, and ſtay themſelves upon him, tho* 
they walk in Darkneſs, and ſee no Light. O 
what a rich Soul art thou that liveſt this Life of 
Faith ! You are bleſſed in all Ordinances, all Op- 

rtunities : I tell you, whatever comes, God wilt 
es his People; Providence is to all the 
World, he takes Care of the whole Creation, he is 
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wonderful in Goodneſs and Mercy; yet, as a rich 
Man that gives to many, in an eſpecial Man. 
ner, ſaith he, I muſt remember my Children a 
Home, my ai Child, my weak Child, thi 
Child, that Child, every Child. So God pine 
liberally to all, but his ſpecial Bleſſings are re. 
| ſerved tor his redeemed Ones. O what a rich 
Life it is to live Chriſt ! The Saint is rich in 
Faith, rich in Love, rich in Peace, rich in all Blef. 
Gngs. Then the Soul admires, what, am 1 bleſſed 
in every Condition? What, with all ſpirituil 
Bleſſings ? O Lord, not long ago I was crying 
out, Sure God hath forlaken me! But this wa 
your Infirmity and Sin. But is not Chriſt more 
Precious to you than ever? Do not you long far 
Chriſt, thirſt for Chriſt? Then you are bleſſed, 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after Rights 
ouſneſs, for they ſtall be filled. Under Darknelz 
under mans under every Afffiction you are 
bleſſed, and every Sermon, and every Sacrament, 
and every Ordinance you have, you are bleſſed; 
though you cannot rejoyce in God in all, yet you 
are bieffed in all; tho' you go away han ging down 
your Head. O I have not met with Fe ! Itell 
you, you are bleſſed : For it is ſaid, Bleſſed are 
they that mourn, and b/efſed are the Poor in Spirit. 

Fourthly, You are enriched with the Love of 
God. I do not know what you can have mor 
to enrich you: If the Love of God doth not 
make you rich, I am ſure nothing can; and | yo 
can never be rich if you have not the Love of God, 
and be ſure God loves you, if you know Chrilt, 
he looks on you in Chriſt, loves you in Chriſt, de- 
lights in you in Chriſt, Fobn xvi. 27. For the Fs. 
ther himſelf loveth you, becauſe you have loved 
me, and have believed that I came on 


A SAA EIS AHF EE 


22 


R 


3 A. N 


_s 


Chriſt a Chriſtian's Lift. 175 


God: God's Favour maketh rich thoſe whom 
God favours ; he hath Grace that heals his Soul, 
which is that that makes his Happineſs, and is 
that which is the inward faſhioning of every 
Man's Apprehenfion that makes him happy, that 
brings Comfort to him. Pray mind, the Lord 
Jeſus ſpeaks with an Emphaſis, for the Father 
bimfelf loveth you: You have my Father's Love, 
a choice Love indeed: And how comes this 
Love about ? Becauſe you have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God; becauſe 
you have believed in me, and made me your Life. 
God loves you: What, God love me! I conſeis 
it would make a Chriſtian go comfortably thro? 
all the Trials in the World, the very Ardency and 
Application of that: The Heart of God is the 
Ocean, the firſt Riſe of all Love to the Crea- 
ture : Chriſt is the Spring that firſt 
receives from him, and then through Dy. Criſp. 
him all Love is diffuſed to the Crea- 
ture : God loves me, for the Father himſelf lov- 
eth you: What, God love me! I pray how 
comes it about ? Becauſe you have loved me, and 
believed that I came out from God : You have 
made me your Life; | have Faith in me; and 
now God loves you: God never loved you, what- 
ever you did without Chriſt : God abhors all 
out of Chriſt ; God elected you all in Chriſt, 
chuſes you all in Chriſt, pardons you all in Chriſt : 
And then, Oh what Immenſe Love is this! God 
loves you in Chriſt : O unſpeakable Love! O in- 
finite Love! This Love is Love that paſſes Know- 
ledge ; Love that paſſes Bounds ; O heighth and 
depth of Love; you that live in Chriſt ; and 
believe in Chriſt, are rich Souls: We uſe to ſay, 
vhen we ſee Men thrive and proſper in the World, 
L 3 e 
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This will be a rich Man: And what may yn 
lay of the Saints? O they will be rich indeed 
they will have a rich Portion, becauſe they he. 
lieve that Chriſt came out from God. O 900 
Haſt thou with thy Heart choſe Chriſt, with th 
Heart lived to Chriſt, with thy Heart wrapt uy 
thyſelf in Chriſt, none but Chriſt ? Thou ar ; 
rich Soul; for thou art already poſſeſt of the 
Preſence of God, and it will be thy Portion t 
live in the Houle of God tor ever: For Bre 
thren to dwell together in Love and Unity, hon 
ſweet is it! O the Harmony of it! But What: 
divine Harmony is there in that Soul where the 
Love of God dwells? Turn about your Though, 
turn about your Ears: Hear, I befeech you, far 
Chriſt's Sake; accept of Chriſt, that you ma 
have God's Love: God indeed loved the Elet 
with Everlaſting Love in Chriſt ; but God's Lon 
is not manifeſted to you, until you believe in 
Chriſt ; then all the Things of this Life are youn; 
there are many Things which we cannot react 
here, the Price is too great: Is not that rare 
which coſts dear ? There is not a Bit of Bread 
ou have (you that are Saints) but ir coſt the 

Blood of Chriſt; all your Mercies are in a Va 
of Redemption; all is yours: Paul and Apollu, 
and Cephas, and Life, and Death, and big. 
preſent, and Things to come; for ye are Chris 
and Chrift is God's. May it not be ſaid of then 
that know not Chriſt, Nothing is theirs ? Is nt 
the Miniſter yours, as well as others? Is not jou 
Bread yours, and your Meat yours, and yout 
Drinks yours, and Cloaths yours? No, Soul, they 
are borrowed Mercies, ſtolen Mercies, and yo 
will be damned for them without Chriſt has pad 
for them for you ; but the Soul that loves Vee 
A. | 
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his Mercies are all bought: The Miniſters of 
Chriſt, thoſe Ambaſſadors of Peace are all yours 
in Chriſt : Paul is yours, Apollos is yours, and 
Life and Death are yours. You that are out of 
Chriſt, it makes my Heart tremble to conſider 
that your Mercies are all to be payed for, to be 
reckoned for ; and you that are in Chrift, you 
may leap and rejoyce at a Drop of cold Water 
— a Bit of Bread: Oh! It is a rich Mercy, it 
is bought with the Blood of Chriſt ; and then at 
laſt you will be inriched, you will fit like Kings 
in Glory with your Lord and Redeemer for ever 
and ever. 

Fifthly, It is a happy Life, becauſe it is a Soul- 
fatisfying Life, the Soul cannot be fatisfied with 
any thing below Chriſt ; whatever a Perſon 
enjoys, whatever a Perſon does in a Way of Duty, 
he cannot be fatisfied if he hath not Chriſt : Take 
who you will, whether they be Formaliſts, or Le- 
galiſts; whether moral Men or prophane Men; 
whether rich Men, or poor Men; or Profeſſors, 
that have not made Chriſt their Life, they will 
tell you they want Satisfaction; there is a Com- 
plaint of this Thing, or that Thing wanting to 
give Contentment ; if they have golden Duties, 
if they do not bring the Water of Life, they can- 
not {atisfy their Souls : But that this Life of living 
upon Chrift doth ſatisfy the Soul, I ſhall ſhew in 
the following Particulars. 

The Lord will fatisfy her Poor with Bread: 
The pooreſt Man that lives upon Chriſt, lives 
more plentifully than the richeſt Man that knows 
not Chriſt, P/a/. cxxxii. 5. I will abundantly 
bleſs ber Proviſion ; I will ſatisfy her Poor with 
Bread : Who is the Poor ? 'The Poor is a long- 
ing Perſon, a craving Perſon : The Poor defere 
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Something they fand in need of. Saith the Lord; 
I will blefs Sen's Proviſion : It is a great M 
to have our Provifion bleſſed: We may be fed 
high, and yet not have healthy Bodies : Many 
may fare high in Means of Grace, but not hay. 
ing a Bleſſing with it, they do not proſper : Ma. 
ny have been long under the Means of Grace, 
yet not thrive nor grow in Grace : Saith 
God, I will ſatisfy her Poor with Bread: The 
Poor are craving, and defiring, and longing ; ſo 
the longing Soul in Chriſt ſhall be 1atisfied ; they 
Mall not want: The Prophet  J/aiub ſpeaks of 
ſpending their Money for that which is not 
Bread ; which will not fatisfy : But the Lord 
_ Jeſus ſatisfies the Soul, fills up the Deſires, what. 
toever they be: Take one who is under the 
Law and hath the greateſt Gifts and Parts, but it 
a Stranger to Chriſt, and one that is the pooreſt in 
Gifts and Parts, yet in Chriſt ; he hath more 82. 
tisſaction than the other with all his great Gift 
and Parts: The Pooreſt and Meaneſt in Grace 
that is in Chriſt, lives a higher Life than the 
richeſt in Gifts and Parts, or in worldly Thi 
that does not not know Chriſt ; ſo that it is a 84. 
tisſying Life to live Chriſt: Here is enough for 
this preſent Life, enough for hereafter : 
is 2 in Chriſt to fill up all the Facultie 
of the Soul, John vi. 35. I am the Bread of Life; 
be that cometh to me ſhall never Hunger; he that 
believeth on me ſhall never thirf# : Coming and 
Believing is the ſame; he that comes or believes 
in me Fal never hunger: What, doth not 3 


Soul in Chriſt hunger ? Doth he not long for 
Chriſt? Yes, but as he hungers and thirſts for 
Chriſt, he ſhall be filled, his Wants ſhall be 
ſupplied : We ſay in our outward Things, M- 

N ney 
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ney anſwers all Things: But Money will not ſa- 
d, uch the Soul: Bar, faith Chriſt, he that comes 
„ me, I will ſatisfy all bis Deſres: He ſhall 
td W have Contentment, Supplies, Satisfaction; he ſhall _ 
in) want nothing: I am the Bread of Life, I will 
"Wl ſatisfy bis Hunger: I am the Water of Life; be 
la. WY het comes to me ſhall never thir# : They ſhall 
cc, never cry, 1 ok for Hunger, or I periſh for 
ith W Thirſt. The Prodigal, when he came to his F:- 
"re WW ther's Houſe, he did hunger, but he had Bread 
4 ſatisſy his Hunger: A Soul believing in Chriſt 
hey making Chriſt his Life, there is enough in Chriſt, - 
of W to fill up all the Deſires of the Soul, and to heal 
nit all the Wounds of the contrite Heart. 'What- 
ord erer the Soul defires, in Chriſt are Eternal Springs 
he to fill up the Soul; every Thing that is below 
me Chriſt, is too empty to ſatisfy an Immortal Soul: 
yo They are not Springs, they are but Ciſterns; 
intake Ordinances, take away Chriſt, what can 
i the Ordinances do? Will not the Soul wither im- 
a mediately ? Ordinances are but Ciſterns, and not 
Springs: The Pſalmiſt faith, All my Springs are 
in thee, Pſal. Ixxxvii. J. Doth a Soul defire to 
"A love God ? Hath the Soul a Deſire to be fatis- 
105 hed with Love, with Beauty, with the Glory of 
Chrift ? There are divine prings from Chriſt, 
-n who is an overflowing and everflowing Fountain 
5 to the Souls of Believers to ſatisfy all their De- 
* fires. So that a Believer, let him deſire as much 
wi he will, he ſhall have his Defires ſatisfied, 
Pal. xvii. 15. As for me, I will bebold thy Face 
in Righteouſneſs : I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake 
r 21h thy Likeneſs, The longing Soul ſhall not 
b miſs of being filled with Wiſdom in Chriſt, with 
edemption in Chriſt, with Santification, with 
by Salvation: Let the mw crave for Holineſs, there 
5 is 
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is enough in Chriſt to fill it: Let it crave { 
Love, there is enough in Chriſt : Let it crave 
for Peace and Joy, there is _— in Chriſt t0 
fill it: Chriſt being ſuch an inexhauſtible Foun- 
tain, is ſtill flow ing into the Soul to give it da. 
us The Soul may weary in other 
hings, and not be the better. Believers, that 
can but N the leaſt true Longings afte 
Jeſus Chriſt, tho“ with a weak Faith, need not 
doubt but they have true Faith, and ſhall ng 
miſs of a true and full Satisfaction. hs 
A weak Faith ſhews itfelf by this Grace of 
God, namely, an unſeigned Defire, not only of Ml © 
Salvation, for that the wicked and graceleſs Mar 2 
may have; but of Reconciliation with God in 4 
Chriſt : This is a ſure Sign of Faith to ever "on 
touched and humble Heart, and it is peculiar w. ““ 
the Elect. What a Mercy and Bleſſing it is to 19 
have the leaſt true Deſires after Jeſus Chriſt, fince T1 
ſuch Souls are aſſured in God's Word, that their Cl 
longing Souls ſhall be ſatisfied. Saith Holy Ber: 
nard, He that thirſts, let him thirſt more, and li 
be that defires, let him defire more abundantly; 
becauſe ſo much as he can deſire, ſo much he ſpall 
receive. Perkins on the Creed. 
Perſons will be weary of their Pleaſures, wea Ml ? 
of their Treaſures, and weary of their Du. ie 
ties: That Soul which hath made Chriſt his reſt 
hath the trueſt Satisfaction; when a Soul comes 
to know Chriſt, it may ſay with the Pſalmiſt, WWF 5 
P/al. cxvi. Return unto thy reſt, O my Soul; for a 
the Lord bath dealt bountifully with thee. What g 
Reft hath the Soul? There is a great many 
reſtleſs Enemies; there is Satan purſuing, the 
Law condemning, Guilt purſuing, the poor Soul f 
hath no ſafe Refuge to flee unto but the 12 q 
Se clus, 
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Jeſus. The Soul that hath Chriſt his Life, can ſay, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath purchaſed eternal Salva- 
tion for me; he became a Curſe for me, and re- 
deemed me from the Carſe of the Law ; and let 
tan and Conſcience ſay what they will, Jeſus 
Chriſt hath paid my Debts, ſatisfied Juſtice, 
given Reſt to my Soul. Take up thou thy 

uiet Reſt in him, O my ,Soul, tor whatever 
. Law ſaith, it ſpeaks to them that are under 
the Law : But I am redeemed by Chriſt, he is 
become my Rock, and my Salvation; my Soul 
0 return thou to thy Reſt. Ga]. iii. 10. For as ma- 
u as are of the Works of the Law, are under the 
Curſe : For it is written, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all Things which are writ- 


5 ten in the Book of the Law to do them, Be lure 
WW you do all, or you do nothing; there was never 
a Man fince the Fall of Adam, that could do all 


Things, nor the leaſt Thing as he ought. But 
er Chriſt fulfilled the Law, and-hath delivered us 
„from the Curſe of the Law ; for the Juſt ſhall 
1% ure by Faith in Chriſt. *Till a Soul comes to- 
/ eenter in Chriſt, the Soul can never have Reſt 
N and Quiet: Indeed you may forget the Day of 
your Death; if you are wrapt up in carnal Se- 
u. curities, that is not reſt; the Soul will be mo- 
eleſted again, when Conſcience is awakened, to con- 
fider what the State of the Soul is. But if the Law 
and Sin accuſes, the Soul that can truly experience 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is his Life, hath re deem- 
_ ed him from the Curſe of the Law, hath died 
and riſen for him, and is at God's Right Hand, 
4 interceding with divine Juſtice, and hath payed 
1 the whole Price and Ranſom; the Law condemns 
them that are under the Law, but Chriſt hath 
, delivered a Believer from all its Accuſations ; 


who 


182 Chriſt 2 Chriſtian's Life. 
who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
God's Ele& ? What Chriſt bath done, is a Be. 
liever's own ; he is Righteouſneſs to every one 
that truly applies him. My Friends, till you 
know there is Satisfaction made to the Juſtice 
of God, you can never take up your Reſt ; do as 
much as you can, until you come to center in this 
glorious Redemption, that Chriſt hath purchaſed, 
to fee him Sanctification and Redemption; that 
he hath fatisfied for you, that you live on him 
for all ; then the Soul can take up his quiet 
Reſt. But *till it is thus, do as much as you 
will, there is ſomething wanting ſtill : Not a 
Word of Peace to be had from God, but in 
and through Chriſt. Do as much as you will 
in a Way of Duty, without Chriſt, you cannot 
have Reſt and 2 If you have been a pray- 
ing Perſon this Len, Twenty or Thirty Years, 
this will all be ſwallowed up in this one Thing, 
God is not ſatisfied, the Guilt of Sin follows me, 
my Conſcience accules ; faith Luther, I am not able 
to endure my Conſtience, neither am I quieted by 
my own Works, or by the Righteouſneſs of God's 
Laws; much leſs bave I any Comfort by my Sanc- 
tity, which out of my own Devotion and good Opi- 
nion I make Choice of ; yea, the Devil through my 
Sin, ſo bunteth me in ſuch Sort, that I think the 
World is too narrow for me ; only the Acknow- 
ledgment of Chriſt lifteth me up, and ſetteth my 
Con/tience in Peace. 5 

Therefore I look not what I am in myſelf, but 
what Chriſt hath done; he hath bore the Curſe, 
therefore I ſhall never bear it. God hath laid 
on him the Iniquity of us all, therefore my Soul 
return thou to thy Reſt. All the Debt is dil- 


charged, now my Soul can live a quiet Life 
in 
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in Chriſt. O what a Soul-ſatisfying Life it is, 


to live Chriſt! And 'till then there will be com- 


laining; when you have done all that you can 
. when you have done the beſt you can, you 
want a Righteouſneſs to ſtand before God. | 
Soul in Chriſt is cloathed with a Garment fuf- 
ficient for to cover its Nakedneſs. Here is a 
Righteouſneſs as broad and long as the Wounds 
Nakedneſs of the Soul ; and that your own 
Duties can never be. If a Man could ſtand be- 
moaning his Sins from — Night, there 
would ſomething in that that he would need 
a Pardon for; but now Chriſt was made Sin for 
us, that we might be made the Rigbteouſneſs of 
God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Made Sin, not only 
ſaid to be ſo, but made ſo; Sin imputed to 
him : And while our Sins lay on him, he was an 
imputed Sinner, _ our Sins. The Wrath 
of God was poured on him, he bore the Fault, 
and God laid our Sins on him, that we might 
be the Righteouſneſs of God in him. His Righte- 
ouſneſs is made our perſonal Righteouſneſs, as if 
we had performed all Things ourſelves ; we are 
made the Righteouſneſs of God ; not thought to 
be ſo, or ſeem to be ſo, but really made fo : 
Here is a covering to cover all our Nakedneſs. 
＋ ſaith, our Righteouſneſs is a Bed too ſhort 
r us to ſtretch ourſelves upon, and a Coverin 
too narrow for us to wrap ourſelves in; If a 
Man hath a Garment of Silk or Silver, and if it 
be not long enough to cover him, there is a Cauſe 
of Shame; ſo if you have the braveſt Duties 
and Expreſſions, Carriage and outward Behavi- 
our in Religion, without you are wrapt up in 
this Righteouſneſs, there is {till ſomething want- 
ing, that will cauſe Shame and Confuſion to all 
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Eternity; he was made Sin for us that knew no 
'Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 
God in him. believing Soul ought to talk 
with our Saviour in this Manner, I am thy Sins, 
. thou art my Righteonſneſs, therefore Jam joyful, 
and boldly triumph, for my Sins do not over bal- 
lance thy Righteouſneſs, neither let thy Righte- 
. ouſneſs ſuffer me to be or remain a Sinner : Bleſſed 
For evermore, and 2 be thy Name ſweet Je- 
ſus. It is a glorious Expreſſion, a high Expreſ. 
ſion, a comfortable Expreſſion, and truly a great 
Myſtery ; that the innocent Lamb of God, that 
knew no Sin ſhould be made Sin for us, and we 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, Col. ii. 
We are compleat in him, compleat in Chriſt, 
tho* not compleat in Sanctification, yet compleat 
in the Sight of God and Juſtification ; he doth 

reſent you without Spot or Wrinkle before God. 

n the beſt of Men the beſt Performances leaves 
a Senſe of. Guilt upon their Souls ; there is 
ſomething wanting; but in Chriſt there is com- 
pleat Righteouſneſs, compleat Wiſdom, compleat 
Roden tion, compleat e. compleat Glory, 
every Thing compleat; and the Soul is compleat 
in him. 

Fifthly, To live Chriſt is a happy Life, be. 
cauſe it is a ſaſe Life ; you are never ſaſe till 
you are in Chriſt, and there is no Safety any 
where elſe ; you that are in Chriſt, O look back, 
firſt, what not long ſince you were; Secondly, 
What now you are; "Thirdly, What you ſhall 
be, and you will ſee Cauſe of Admiration. When 
you were out of Chriſt, what a dangerous State 
were you in, under the Wrath of God, the Curſe 
of the Law! Confider, where was I when | 
knew not Chriſt ? Where was I going ? I was go- 
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ing to Deſtruction and did not know it: Was I 
ſo near the Brink of the Pit and did not mind ? 
Was I ſo near ſinking and did not cry out? O 
how can I but admire and adore this God that 
hath done this for me ! He hath brought me 
nigh by the Blood of the Covenant ; he hath 
brought me to a ſafe Condition; you were a- 
far off, but now are brought nigh by the Blood 
of the Covenant; ye were without Chriſt, with- 
out the Covenant, Fpbeſe ii. 13. 

Thirdly, Conſider what e're long you ſhall be; 
ou that are in Chriſt ſhall e're long be with 
Crit, you ſhall be ſafely arrived in Glory: O 


the 7 that a Soul out of Chriſt is in! Lou 


are under the Sword of divine Juſtice, and 
how ſoon it may drop down on your Head, drop 
down on your Heart, you do not know z, there- 
fore you are never ſaſe till you are in Chriſt;; 


that is a ſafe Life, Prov. i. 33. But whoſo bark- 


eneth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet 
2 fear of Evil. Whoſo hearkens ſo as to be- 
ieve, accept and lay hold on, and cloſe with 
Chriſt, they ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall be quiet 
from fear of Evil, the Fear of Evil ſhall not 
hurt you : Prov. iii. 18. ſpeaking of Wiſdom, 
ſhe is a Tree of Life to them that lay bold upon 
ber, and happy is every one that retaineth ber. 
There is in Chriſt — there is Firſt, The Life 
of Juſtiſication, Secondly, Of Sanctification, and 
Thirdly, Of Glorification. 

Fir, A Life of Juſtification : A Tree of Life 
to free from Condemnation : There is no Condem- 
nation to them that are in Chrift, Rom. viii. 1. 
You are ſafe from the Condemnation of the Law, 
22 Conſcience, and Condemnation of the 

orld ; Who ſhalſ lay any Thing to the 2 
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of God's Ele& ? There is Life laid up in Chriſt, 
Life for poor dead Sinners, Life for poor con- 
demned Sinners that lay hold on this Tree of 
Life ; there is no Cinlemnedon to them more; 
there ſhall be no —— them, as it was with 
Joab to the Altar to ſlay him there. Lay hold 
on the Tree of Life and you are ſafe for ever: 
You may fay of the Thunderings of the Lay, 
I am ſafe from them all, the Tree of Life ſtand; 
ready to give you the Life of Righteouſneſs and 
- Juſtification that you may be free from Con- 
demnation ; there is no Condemnation : What 
a ſafe Caſe is a Soul in, that is in Chriſt ? Let a 
Soul be condemned never ſo much, nothing ſhall 
hurt him, God hath juſtified him in, through, 
and for Chriſt's Sake; tho* the Devil come and 
accuſe, and faith, this Man is clothed with filthy 
Garments ; this Tree of Life ſtands ready, Ze- 
cha. iii. 1, 2. Satan comes and accuſes Foſbua, 
be was clothed with filthy Garments. ou art 
a holy God, a God of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity with Approbation: But here is 
one come with filthy Garments, here is a fin- 
ful Man come; he comes to offer up Sacrifice 
ſor the People, but he is ſinful; the Devil comes 
and accuſes him and condemns him. Now while 
there is any Thing to condemn a Man he is not 
ſafe; the Devil comes and lays to his Charge, 
that he is clothed in filthy Garments, but 
comes not in Love to Holineſs, but in Envy to 
| . in coy to the Saints, and in Envy to 
, and in Envy to his Free-Grace ; but the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt {aid to Satan, the Lord rebuke 
thee, Is not this a Brand pluckt out of the Fire? 
I have choſen him, he is an elect Veſſel, I have 
redeemed him, I have clothed him with Chang: 
| 0 
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of Raiment, I have put a fair Mitre on his Head; 
Satan do thy worſt and ſpeak thy worſt, thou 
canſt not hurt Foſbua. So this Tree of Life frees 
from Condemnation ; lay hold on Chriſt you 
are quit, let what Bills there will come in agal 
you; if a Man ſhould be tryed for his Life, and 
there comes in many Bills of Indictment againſt 
him, but he ſhew his Pardon for all, then in vain 
do they come in; or if there be never ſo 
Items all is forgiven ; ſo let the Devil come in 
with never ſo many Items, and the Law come in 
with never ſo many Items, the Lord Jeſus for- 
> them all to them that lay hold on him by 
altn. 

Secondly, Then it is a Life of SanQtification : 
Where Sin reigned before, Sin ſhall not have Do- 
minion over you ; you arenot under the Law ; but 
under Grace: Then you may fee that the Law 
will not kill Sin : The Law will tell you, you 
are a Sinner, but it will not kill your Sin, Rom. 
xvi. 14. For Sin foall not bave Dominion over yon; 
4 you are not under the Law, but under 

ace. 

Tho? Sin may trouble you, it ſhall not have 
Dominion over you; tho“ it may grieve you, it 
ſhall not undo you. The Serpent's Seed is ſen- 
tenc d, The Seed of the Woman ſball break the Ser- 
pent's Head. Rom. viii. 3. For what the Law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the 
Fleſh, God ſending bis Son in the Likeneſs fin- 
ful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſb. 


| When a Soul lays not hold on Chriſt, Sin is in 


his Nature, his Luſt dogging of him, his Luſts 
G and ruling over un; but through 
Chriſt he overcomes. ; 

Thirdly, 


Ll 
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Thirdly, A Life of Glory. The Apoſtle rec. 
kons the juſtified Ones among the _ glorified 
Ones. Whom he called, them he juſtified ; and 
whom he juſtified, them he glorifies. He ſpeaks 
in the preſent "Tenſe, as if it were already done, 
that they that lay hold of this Tree of Life, are as 
ſure of eternal Life, as if they were already in Glo- 
ry: So that it is a very ſafe Life to live Chriſt, 
and to lay hold on him: But mark it ſtill, this 
Tree of Life is too high for carnal Reaſon to reach. 
This Tree of Life muſt drop Fruit into your Souls 
before you can reach up to that. We ſee fruitful 
Trees are bending Trees: Trees that are loaded 
with Fruit bow down, ſo that even a Child may 
lie on the Ground and eat the Fruit: So Jeſus 
Chriſt taking our Nature, humbled himſelf to 


the Death of the Croſs ; he condeſcended ſo low, 


to have Union with us poor Sinners, that a 
Soul cannot. go to Chriſt, will Chriſt firſt — 
him. Chriſt firſt comes to the Soul, he bends 
down to the carnal Heart, and poſſeſſes the Soul 
of the Life of Faith, and then the Soul can reach 


up to him. Come to me all ye that are weary and 


beavy laden, and I will give you reſt. But how 
ſhall I come, Lord? May a poor Sinner ſay. Says 
Chriſt, No Man can come unto me except the Fu 


ther draw him. I muſt firſt come by my Spirit to 
the Sinner, before he can come to me by Faith. 


But faith a poor Soul, I cannor lay hold of Chril, 


T cannot believe, nor I cannot make Chriſt m 


Life, I am a poor undone Sinner ; but if Chri 
comes to you, and takes you by the Arm, as he 


did Epbraim. Hoſ. xi. 3. cannot you go along 
with him? If he comes and gives you an Hand of 


Faith, and takes hold of you, can you not follow 


him ? This fruitful Tree of Life bends down A 


his 
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hi Fruit, that Sinners may lay hold on him. If 

e Husbandman expects to have Corn, he: muſt 
fow it ; if a Man would have a fine Garden, he 
muſt plant it, for the Ground naturally brings 
forth nothing but Briars and Thorns. The Ground 
was curſed when Adam had ſinned, and ay 
Heart is curſed, and all the Sinner can bring fort 
by Nature is curſed Fruit; there may be ſome- 
thing like Grace, ſomething like Faith, but no 
true ſaving Faith; as there may be Field-Herbs 
like Camden Herbe, and many other Things alike 
that are not the ſame ; natural Gifts, may ſhew 
like Grace: But by natural Reaſon there is never 
a Man nor Woman, (do the moſt they can) that 
can lay hold of Chriſt, till Chriſt comes and lays 
hold of them. There is nothing our Hearts but 
Briars and Thorns, we cannot believe ; but when 
Chriſt comes, and works Faith in our Hearts, then 
we lay hold on Chriſt, then we are ſafe for ever. 
When you are got into Chriſt, all Storms what- 
ſoever cannot hurt you, you are ſafe. So the Lord 
Jeſus ſpeaks. Prov. viii. 3 5. For whoſover findetb 
me findeth Life. Whoever is a Stranger to Chriſt, 
is under the Power of Death, the Sentence of 
Death and Condemnation ; but whoever findeth me 
findeth Life. What then? They ſhall obtain Fa- 
vour of the Lord. In the Favour of a King or great 
Man they ſay is Safety; but that is not true al- 
ways, nor very often; but they are certainly for 
ever ſafe that enjoy the Favour of God. You muſt 
find Chriſt before yon know the Favour of God; 
God's Favour is manifeſt in Chriſt ; when he 
ſhews Kindneſs it is in Chriſt ; whoſoever finds 
Chriſt ſhall have God's Favour, P/al. Ixviii. 18. 
He bath received Gifts for Men, yea for the Rebel- 
lious alſo, that God may dwell among them. If = 
wou 
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would have the Favour of God, ſeek after Chriſt, 
in this Temple the Fulneis of the Godhead dwell 
bodily, and when you cometo live in Chriſt, God 
lives in you, he comes and takes up his Abode 
with you ; Thou baſt aſcended up on bigh, thou 
baſt led Captivity captive, thou baſt received Gifts 
for Men. What Men ? The Rebellious. What En. 
couragement is here for rebellious Sinners to come 
to Chriſt? O Sinner, come; Chriſt hath re- 
ceived Gifts for you: To what End ? That 60 
may dwell among you. Chriſt hath received 
enough to make you lovely in the Sight of the 
Father for ever. How ſhould Saints alſo be en- 
couraged by this, under all their Infirmities and 
Troubles? If you had all the Comforts of a pre- 
ſent Liſe, and had not the Favour of God, you 
would be undone for ever. He that finds Chriſt, 
Life, and ſhall obtain Favour of the Lord ; God 
will dwel among ſuch. As Chriſt byDeath madeWay 
for the Soul tocome to God, ſo by the Revelation 
of his Grace a Soul comes to taſte of the Love of 
God. When a Souls comes to know Chriſt, then the 
Favour of God ſhines on him ; and is not this 
a ſafe Life ? O Chriſtleſs Soul, that lives, but not 
in Chriſt ; that knows many Things but not 
Chriſt ; thatperforms Duties, but not by Faith in 
Chriſt ; you are never ſaſe, you do not know 
how ſoon your Slaughter-day will come, and it 
will be eternal. You that have not Chriſt for 
your Sacrifice, your Souls muſt be a Sacrifice in 
ell for ever : But you that live Chriſt live an 
happy Life, for it is a ſafe Life. As Abigail 
e to David when ſhe met him, the one 
Comfort that ſhe brought to him, w t his 
Life ſhould be bound up in the Life of his Lord, 


1 Sam. XXV. 28, 29. J pray thee forgive the wm_ 
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tainly make my Lord a ſure Houſe ; becauſe my 
Lord fighteth the Battles of the Lord, and Evil 
hath not been found in — all thy Days, Yet a 
Man is riſen to purſue thee, and to ſeek thy Soul. 
Saith —4 Here is y mighty Man den — ue 
thy Life, but though he is riſen up againſt thee, 
thou ſhalt be ſure to be ſafe. Why ? What is 
the Reaſon ? The Saul of my Lord ſhall be bound 
in the Bundle of Life with the Lord thy God. What- 
ever purſues a in Chriſt ſhall never hurt 
him. All Temptations, and Troubles and Ac- 
cuſations that purſue the Soul ſhall not hurt it. 
Saith ſhe, A Man is riſen to purſue thy Life, but 
however the Soul of my Lord is bound-up in 
the Bundle of Life with the Lord thy God. 
Friends, you are never ſafe, *till your Souls are 
bound up in the Bundle of Life with Chrift, till 
you come to take Chriſt, lay hold on him as 
your own, you are never ſafe, you have Purſuers, 
A Man is riſen up to ue the Life of my Lord: 
But one ap i Hayat he with Tempea- 
tion, another with r another with 
ſtrong Fears and Terrors, another with great De- 
ſertion; but Chriſtians, never fear, your Life is 
bound up in the Bundle of Life ; the Life of 
Righteouſneſs, the Life of Grace, the Life of 
Comfort, the Life of Glory. The Soul that be- 
lieves in Chriſt is ſo bound up in him, that the 
Devil cannot reach him, Tones cannot harm 
him, Sin cannot undo hi rouble cannot over- 
come him. O what a Life is a Believer's Life ! 
I am not ſpeaking of a Profeffor's Life only; not 
one that performs Duty, but one that lives on 
Chriſt. For me to live is Cbriſt. O it is the ſaſeſt 
of Lives ! Whatever you have done you will ** 
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be ſaſe; whaterer you have profeſſed, you will 
never be ſafe *till you are bound up with Chriſt; 
There is nothing you can do in outward Duty, but 
the Devil will have more to ſay _ you, than 
_ have to ſay for yourſelves. There is no fe 
Saint, whatever comes againſt thee, if thou art 
in Chriſt, Therefore conſider it, every one of 
you, as you would appear at the great Day, and 
= Faces not be aſhamed ; pray fee that Chriſt 
oufs,- pray ſee that you can produce the Seals 
Witneis of the Spirit of God that you are 
Believers, or all your Profeſſion will leave you 
miſerable. To live Chriſt is a ſafe Life, Joby 
xiv. 19. ſaith Chriſt, Becauſe of bim you ſhall 
live alſo. He lives, and you ſhall live; he is in 
Glory, and you ſhall be in Glory; he is on the 
Throne, and you ſhall be on the Throne, he is 
beloved oſ the Father, and you are beloved of 
| the Father. Believing in Chriſt is a ſafe Way, 
no Way ſafe but by believing in Chriſt, There is a 
Chriſtian in Troubles and 'T rials, but he is 
— his Liſe is bound up in his Lord's Liſe, 
which is the Life of Lives. When Jacob was in 
his Journey to Padan Aram, when he came to 
lie down at Night, he had but an hard Pillow, 
Indeed many Times it is hardeſt with the out- 
ward Man, when it is beſt with the inward Man. 
He had a Stone for his Pillow, but a Cordial for 
his Soul. A Ladder that reached from Heaven 
to Farth ' . | 
This Ladder hath fix - glorious Rounds, that 
make a Believer to aſcend up to the Enjoyment 
of God, his Birih, his Life and Doctrine, his 
Death and Reſurrection, his Aſcenſion and In- 
terceſſion. Chriſt is that Ladder that reacheth 
from Heaven to Earth ; the Saints ny + 
| gun, 


a | 
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begun, carried on, and finiſhed in and through 

and by him; he is the Author and Finiſher 

our Faith, we are elected in him, Ppbeſ: 1 4. 
Chriſt is Principium & Caput Electionis, he is the 
firſt Elect, im whom, and for whom all other are 
elected. God elected Chriſt to be Head of the 
Body, all the Members choſen in him, he is made 
All to the 1 from firſt to laſt, he 

is made f God, Wiſdom, Righttouſneſt, Sancti- 
fication and Redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. . 

It was a figurative e of the Lord J& 
ſus Chrilt, whoſe Deity and Humanity, was ſet 
forth by this Ladder, 

This Ladder may be conſidered, either 1. Literal- 
ly, and ſoit is repreſented to Jacob, the Providence 
of God, who, tho be dwells in Heaven, extends bis 
Care and Government to the Earth, and particular- 
ly makes uſe of the Angels, as miniſtring Spirits 
for the good of bis People 5 and theſe Angels do 
not appear idle or landing ſtill, but always in Mo- 
tion, either aſcending to God to receive bis Com- 
mands, or deſcending to Earth for the Executi- 
tion of them; which was a moſt ſeaſonable Viſion for 
Jacob in bis fed and ſorrowful Condition, that tho* © 
be was forſaken and perſecuted by Men, andforced 
to fly away ſecretly for fear of bis Life, yet be nej- 
ther was nor ſhould be neglected or forſaken of 
God in bis whole Fourney. Or, Myſtically, and /o 
it repreſents Feſus Ghrift, by . whom Heaven and 
Earth are united, who is called the Way to Hea- 
ven, which this Ladder was, who as the Head of 
Angels, is perpetually ſending them forth either to 
God, or from God, to miniſter to the Heirs of 
Salvation, Mr. Pool's Annotations. | 

And he dreamed a Dream, and behold, a 
Ladder ſet upon the Earth, and the Top of it 

1 reached 


5 


ww WS on CD OS O79” ray oy oO” og oo 


—— @ CC 


= 


S N 7 5 * 


1 


19 Chriſt a Cbriſfian 'r Life. 


reached up to Heaven, and behold the Angels tb 
of God aſcending and deſcending, Gen. xxviii, 2 
11. And he lighted upon a certain Place, and 15 


rarried there all Night. It is beſt tarrying, tho 
Night, when Chriſt is (preſent; becauſe the Sun I this 
was ſet. When outward Comforts go down, and Wl n 
Chriſt ariſes, it is a bleſſed Change. And be bon 
too of the Stones of the Place, and put them for Ml 0. 
bis Pillow. It is a blefſed Lodging where Chriſt I Ch 
is. And lay down in that Place to Sleep. Well Wl be! 
_—__ Soul ſleep quiet, when ' Chriſt is preſent 
with him. And be dreamed à Dream, and be- 
hold, a Ladder ſet upon the Earth, and the To 
fi reached to Heaven. This muſt be Jeſu 

riſt figuratively, 1187 | 

For Fir, His Protection was ready, Props 


this was but a Dream: God did viſit his Peo 
in Dreams of Old, before Chriſt was mani 
in the Fleſh. Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Humanity 
was ſet forth, who humbled himſelf to the 
Death of the Croſs, he came from Heaven to 
Earth, he was truly God, truly Man. And be- 
bold the Angels of God aſcending and deſcending 
on it. Still there are always 5 Spirits 
about the Heirs of Salvation, ſtill they Keep the 
Rounds of the Ladder; they are ready to lerve 
God, if they are ſent a Thouſand Miles, yea, Mil- 
lions of Miles, to miniſter to the Saints, ſhew- 
ing ſtill only, that a Soul in Chriſt hath Pro- 
reltion, and. Guardian Angels to attend upon 
him, he hath the Chariots of God to accompa- 
ny him, P/a/. Ixviii. 17. O Believer, what are 
you Chriſt's? And have you ſo many Angels 
waiting on you daily ? Where is your Thank- 
fulneſs, where is yout Heart-love to God ? P/al. 
XXXiv. The Angel of the Lord encamps round pre 
| | thoſe 
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thoſe that fear him. Have you Angels 2 i 
2 — on you? * aſcending an 
deſcending for your Good? You are in a ſafe 
Condition. Believing Souls, have you not found 
this Ladder many Times, when you have been 
in Trouble, and under Deſertion? Have you not 
found your Hearts hard, your Comforts dead, 
your Souls caſt down? Have not you found Jeſus 
Chriſt the Ladder, by which you have aſcended up 
to the Father ? Hath he not brought you out of 
that wilderneſs Condition ? SET 

Whoſoever thou art that feareſt the Lord, 
be of good Courage, take thou no Care, neither 
be faint-hearted, 'nor make any Doubt of the 
Angel's Walking, Watching and ProteQtion, for 
moſt certainly they are about, and by thee, and 
do carry thee upon their Hands, But how, or 
in what Manner, take thou no Care; God 
faith it, therefore it muſt be ſure and certain, 
Luther. wi, 9 | | | d 
Although now a-days they appear not viſibly, 
nor afford ſuch outward Help, yet are theſe hea- 
venly Meſſengers employed for the Safeguard and 
Benefit of the Saints. As embroidered Cheru-. 
bims inviron'd the Tabernacle, fo do thoſe hea- 
venly Soldiers guard God's true Tabernacle, the 
Church. Ainſworth, _ i bak es 
Cant. iii. 6. Mbo is this that comes out of the 
Vilderneſt? Who is this? From whence doth the 
come? From the Wilderneſs ;; a Wilderneſs of 
Trials, Temptations and Deſertions ; ſhe turns 
her Back on them, and her Face on Chriſt: And 
haw doth ſhe come? She aſcends like Pillar: of 
Smoke, ., What Incenſe hath ſhe? She hath per- 
lumed Incenſe, Afyrrhe and Frankincenſe, with 
all Pawders of the Merchant, with the ſweet 
. | M Savour 
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fore by Faith in Chriſt your Prayers are falc, 


the ſweet Odour of Chriſt's  Righteouſnek. 
There are two things carnal Hearts are ready u 
do; if they do a Duty to their Mind, the 


and if they do not do it to their Mind, then 
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Savour of Chriſt,” with the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt : It aſcends, being drawn up by the $pi. 
rit of God; it is perfumed, having Chriſt 
Righteouſneſs, No Powder of the Merchant 
can be ' ſweeter than the Prayers of a Saint to 
God in Chriſt; but they would not aſcend, if 
it were not for the Spirit of God. While Per. 
ſons employ their Gifts and Parts out of Chriſt, 
they deſcend ; though they do perform Duty in 
the exacteſt manner, yet there is Evil enough in 
them for God to abhor it; they are as Smoak in 
the Noſtrils of a pure God: But when they are 
perfumed by Jeſus Chriſt, they are a ſweet $ 
vour. 'Therefore be not afraid of thoſe weak 
Prayers, ſmoky Prayers, they are perfumed with 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, It may be the poor 
Soul complains, I have been at Prayer, but ! 
have prayed with ſuch Wandrings, and fuck 
Deadneſs, and ſuch Coldneſs, that I fear God 
will abhor me: But Soul, haſt thou breathed 
after Chriſt in them ? Then Soul, they are per- 
fumed, they will be accepted in Chriſt: There- 


O bleſſed be God for Jeſus 'Chriſt, bleſſed be 
God for the Perfume, and bleſſed be God for 
this aſcending;; for you never would have al: 
cended, if it were not for the Spirit of God; 'nor 
have your Prayers perfumed, -\were it not for 
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they are äpt to be proud of it, and reſt on it, 


they are caſt down and complain, I cannot pray, 
T cannot profit by hearing, God hath forgotten 
| The 
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The humble, ing 1 


b of 
Chriſt his Life, 
t I am rich in C 


S Iam 
indifferent and cold in Prayer, but Chr 
Offering and Altar, and therefore in — 
ry to God. Canons you fee how fe» foul 


know - „ Chriſt believe in ined, hy 
: Saith the Apoſtle, 2 
— him; the 
[ have left, with him; + 


may we ſpeak i 
thy Soul to Chriſt? Why? 
ble to pay whatever Juſtice can demand : 


hath paid it all: Whatever Troubles or Trials I 
is 


High 


go through, Chriſt can bear me 
Chriſt aal He is a+ faithful 
faith Pau, I have committed my 
You do not know what you loſe 
mitting your ſelves to Chriſt: We commit our 
ſelves to our ſelves, and that is our great Loſs. If 
you believe Chriſt to be faithful, i 
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cauſe he is in Debt, and fo he thinks it is not 
ſafe, Chriſt is not in debt, he hath paid all 
that God hath demanded, therefore do yon 
commit your Souls to him; the Apoſtle had com- 
mitted his All to him; and truly Paul had 
tearn'd very much of the Knowledge of Chriſt: 
For the which Cauſe J alſo ſuffer theſe things; ne 
vertheleſs I am not aſhamed, for I know whom J 
have believed. Many times a Perſon ſays, I am 
aſhamed, I was ſuch a Fool to believe ſuch a 
Perſon. Many times you truſt to your own 
Heart ; be 4 the more Fool you: Many times 
you ay, I truſt to my own Duties; ay, the 
more — : But I have committed my All 
to Chriſt: Why? Becauſe I know him, I have 
left all with him, and I am perſuaded when 
I meet the great God, I ſhall not be a Farthing 
in debt, for Chriſt hath paid all. I am per- 
ſuaded my Comforts will be great; I am per- 
ſuaded my Hopes, my Faith; my Soul, my 
Body, my Treaſure, ate all ſafe; When the 
poor Hypocrite will be aſhamed, when the 
carnal Profeſſor will be aſnamed: Whatever De- 
nomination Believers go under, by a reproach- 
ing World, let them do all they can, you that 
have committed your Souls to Chriſt ſhall not 
be aſhamed; + Nevertheleſs I am not aſhamed, 
faith the Apoſtle,” for I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and I am perſuaded that he is able te lech 
that which 1 have committed unto him again/t that 
day. Look to that Day, that great Day of Ac- 
count is coming, that Day that you muſt meet 
God at the Judgment- ſeat. If Chriſt doth not 
then preſent his Satisfaction for you to God, you 
muſt 1 to all Eternity: But if you are in 
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Chriſt, y Souls are ſafe. Paul was as ** 
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of Glory, as if he were in Heaven; he was as 
certain of a Crown of Righteouſneſs, as if poſ- 
ſeſs d of it, 2 Tim. iv. 7s 8. 9979 4 good 

U have, finiſbed my courſe, have kept the 
aith; henceforth there is laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 
teous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day; and not to 
me only, but unto them alſo that love his appearing. 
Friends, look to your Crown, look to your Souls, 
look to your Glory; ay, and that you may ſe- 
cure them, look that you lay hold on Chriſt. 
Methinks to conſider how many Millions of Souls 
will ſtand at the great Day Strangers to Chriſt, 
that have made a great Profeſſion of Religion, but 
have reſted upon their own Duties for Salvation, 
ſhould awaken us to throw our ſelves upon Chriſt 
tone in all we do, for Acceptance before God. 
Do as many Duties as can be performed, if 
* Chriſt be not yours at that Day, you will be 
3 but if Chriſt is yours, your Souls 


are - Set. pi df 1 ' | 
But Chriſtians, are your Souls in the Hands of 
Chriſt? Bought with the Blood of Chriſt? Have 
jeu committed your Souls to Chriſt? Do you live 
on him ? Pſali xxxvii. 5. Commit thy way unto 
the Lord, truft alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to 
paſs; he will never fail themthat commit themſelves 
unto him, Heb. xiii. 8. Yeſterday and to day the 
ſame for ever. If the World be turned upſide 
down, he is the ſame for ever. 
| Secondly, The Soul that lives Chriſt, his Soul 
is fafe, none can rob him of his Comforts.  - 
Firſt, Afflictions ſhall not rob you of your 
Comforts. Truly I tell you, Friends, there 
ag many, we hope they are Believers, but for 
want of a nal Denomination of Faith in Chriſt, 
ns: M 3 ' and 
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and living on Chriſt, they are afraid in every 
Trouble, that God is coming to -deftroy them, 
But if Chriſt is your Life, who can deſtroy you? 
Mat. x. 28. And fear not them which 22 
Body, but are not able to kill the Soul; but ratber 
fear him which is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul 
in Hell. What Hurt can all Affliction do, when 
God is your God? There is not one Affliction 
comes it is in Love, You may write Love 
upon all your bitter Potions, they are all fafe, 
you have them from a kind and tender Phyſician, 
that underſtands his Practice, and loves his 
Patients, If it is a bitter Potion, yet Love 
and Care may be writ upon all, Many are apt 
to cry, God is againſt me, he is deſtroying me, 
he hath found me out ; but when Chrift is be- 
come your Life, it is all in Love from God, If 
a Child be running in a pleaſant Way, to the 
River's Side, where many Children - have been 
drowned, and one pulls this Child away, 0 
let me go this pleaſant Way ; but the Perſon or 
Parent that pulls it away, knows the 

that the Child doth not; therefore he plucks it 
away, tho' againſt the Child's Will. So many 
times, when a Saint cries out, God is dealing 
with me in Anger, when God is dealing with 
him in Love; and tho? it is a green and ple 
fant Way, the Lord prevents you by AMictions 
from the Evil that otherwiſe you would fall 
into. My Son, deſpiſe not thou the chaftening of the 
Lord, neither faint when thou art rebuked of hin. 
It may be you will ſay, Do any deſpiſe the Lord! 
Yes, when you murmur. Truly God might 
have prevented this Aﬀfiition, I cannot bear it; 
I ſhould have done well enough, had not theſe 


Troubles come upon me. But Go is not are 
| WI 
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with a Believer, the Flame of his Juſtice hath 
taken hold of Chriſt, The Phyſician does not in- 
tend any Hurt in a bitter Potion. Chriſt hath 
paid dear for your Afflictions, that they might be 
ſanctified, Heb. xi. 6. Whom the Lord loueth he 
chaſleneth, and ſcourgeth every Son wham be re- 
ceiveth, If ye. endure chaſtening, God dealeth 
with you as with Sons ; for what Son 1s he whom 
the Father chaſteneth not? But while a- Soul is 
out of Chriſt, every Preſſure is a Laſh of Divine 
Juſtice : But a Soul in Chriſt may ſay, by his 
Stripes am I healed, my Iniquities are laid upon 
him, God hath nothing againſt me, Chriſt hath . 
paid all for me. | | 

When God calls his Children aſide, and cor- 
rects them, they may ſay, I will go to my Father, 


.and hear what he ſpeaks ; for Chriſt. hath bought 
all, and whatever the Cup is, tho' bitter, I will 
drink it up; though a Cup of Affliction it is 


blefs'd. But Souls out of Chriſt, every thing robs 
them of their Comfort; while they can do any 
thing, and proſper in the World, they go on 
bravely; but let God touch them, and they 
are filled with, Amazement. But take Saints, 
when God is their Portion, Chriſt their Life, they 
can go on comfortably, Lord, whatever bitter 
Cup I have, it is in Love. That God in 
Anger chaſtiſes his Saints, is impoſſible, for 
Chriſt hath born the Wrath of God, and hath 
ſatisſied Divine Juſtice, that God hath not one 
Drop to pour out upon you that are Chriſt's. 


Vour Afflictions are to keep you from Sin, to 


ſubdue Sin, to ſanctify your Courſe of Life, that 
you may be weaned from the World, and live 
to God. Many Perſons bring a falſe Charge a- 
gainft the Saints of God in their Afflictions, as 

M 4 Job's 
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Job's Friends did againſt him: You will ſay to 
the Godly, when they are afflicted, The Hand 
of God is againſt you, the Curſe of God is up- 
on you; the Devil and corrupt Hearts are very 
apt to make bad Conſtructions of God's Dealings, 
and to cloſe in with ſuch Conjectures. If Chriſt 
hath not paid all, there is ſomething for you to 
pay ; but if you are Chriſt's, Chriſt hath paid 
all; therefore Afflictions cannot rob you of your 
Comfort. | 

Secondly, Juſtice cannot rob you. The Ju- 
ſtice of God is ſatisfied, you may look Divine 
Juſtice in the Face boldly. There are two 
Men that walk very fearfully, the Man that bor- 
rows what he hath, and the other that fteals 
what he hath. The one is afraid of an Arreſt, 
the other of Hanging. So it is with poor Sinners: 
The ungodly Man that calls not upon God at 
all, ſteals all, for he never asks God's Leaye; he 
ſteals the Mercies of God without asking God's 
Leave whether he ſhall have them or no. There 
is another, that is the Profeſſor that knows not 
Chriſt ; he indeed will ask God for Mercies, and 
doth perform Duties; he will pray, he will 
give Thanks, and he will faſt, and. in his own 
Conceit, do whatever God requires, but he reſts 
here; and notwithſtanding all this, Juſtice is 
not ſatisfied. It is your Duty to give Thanks 
for Mercies, and your Duty to pray, and your 
Duty to faſt. But do you think your Duties 
are Payment to God for what you receive ? And 
do you think, becauſe you perform 2 you 
ſatisfy God? No, there will come a Day of 
Reckoning, and you muſt lie in Priſon till you 
have paid the laſt Mite, if your Mercies are not 
bought with Chriſt's Blood; but if Jeſus Chriſt 
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is become your Life, then all is paid ; for you 
have all your Mercies in a way of Redemption. 
So the Pſalmiſt, P/al. cvii. 1. O give thanks un- 
to the a he is good, ſor his mercy endureth 
for ever, ill giving Thanks entitle to theſe 
Mercies? No, let the Redeemed of the Lord ſay 
fo: You that are Chriſt's, all God's Mercies are 
yours, made over to you, every Mercy is bought 
and paid for. But an Unbeliever, every Comfort 
he hath he muſt pay dear for, his Mercies and 
Talents are but borrowed ; but all the Mercies 
you have that are in Chriſt, are bought with the 
Blood of Chrift, What you have is yours thro” 
Chriſt Jeſus, therefore none can take it from you. 

Thirdly, Satan cannot rob you of your Com- 
fort, if you are in Chriſt; he may caſt Floods 
after you, but he cannot rob you; he may waſh 
you, but ſhall not drown you. Upon this Rock 


, will I build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall 


not prevail againſt it, You are not built on this 
Rock, that have not Chriſt to be yours, do what 
— will; but taking hold on Chriſt, you are 

uilt on a Rock, Mat. xvi. And I ſay alſo unto 
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will 
I build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt her. Chriſt is not only a Rock to 
uphold you, but he is Life to keep you, that all 
the Floods that the Devil eaſts after you ſhall 
not drown you; Satan's Temptations may come, 
and may try you ; the Saint may ſee a great 
Cloud ariſing, but it ſhall not drown him. 
David complains, That Deep calleth unto Deep, 
and that the Waves and Billows were gone over him, 
Tho' there may be great Waves, great Trials, 
you Temptations, they ſhall not overcome you. 

tell you, the Devil ſhall never drown you that 
M 5 are 
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in Chriſt; the Ship may be toſſed, the poor 
Saints may cry out, Lord, ſave, or we periſh, 
but if Chriſt is in the Ship, no Fear, if Chriſt is 
yours ; if you are toſſed with Temptations, and 
perplexed with great Troubles, all the Devil can 
do againſt you ſhall but ſtir you up to awaken 
Chriſt, though he intends the undoing of your 
Souls, Have you Temptation or Wandrings 
in Prayer? Does it not make you to cry to Chriſt 
more vehemently, to run to Chriſt more con- 
ſtantly, to rely on Chriſt more heartily ? The 
Devil's Temptations do but waſh away your 
Filth, you are ftill kept upon the Rock, you 
fhall not be drown'd : The loving K indneſſes 
of the Lord are ſtill the ſame to you, the Devil 
robs moſt of the World ; he robs them of their 
Time, and their Souls and Comforts, and they 
will certainly be undone: But now though Sa- 
tan does trouble you with Temptations and Cor- 
ruptions, you that are Believers, he ſhall not 
rob you of your Comfort, becauſe you live on 
Chriſt. | 
Fourthly, Death ſhall not rob you. of your 
Comfort. If Chriſt is your's, Death inland thro' 
Chriſt is conquered, If a Lion or a Bear did lie 
dead in the Street, every little Boy would be 
ready, to ſtand on them, and make nothing of 
them ; but if they were alive, they would be 
afraid of them, and not dare to come near them: 
So Death being conquered by Chriſt, the Sting 
being taken away, the weakeſt Believer in Chriſt 
may inſult over Death. Death comes peaceably 
10 tell you, God would have you come to your 
Manſions of Glory. But a carnal Man out of 
Chriſt, Death undoes him; he may cry out, 1 


am undone, loſt and damned for ever; 1 — 
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never breath on Earth more ; I ſhall never hear 
a Sermon, I ſhall never have an Offer of Chriſt 
more; I am going to everlaſting Deſtruction: 
But to a Believer the Sting is taken out. Sin was 
the Inſtrument that brought Death into the 
World, and the Death of Chriſt is the Death of 
Sin. A Believer, when he dies, may ſay, I ſhall 


change my Life for a better, it doth not rob him 


of his Joy; Enter thou into the Toy of thy Lord. 
When Chriſt, who is your Life, ſhall appear, 
— ſhall alſo appear with him; I am going to 
ive a better Life, I am going to live with him 
that I live to. Death is conquered to a Believer, 
it cannot rob you. | 

Firſt, It cannot rob you of your Joy, for you 
are going to a better Life. A Believer may ſay, 
Jam going where I ſhall never grieve God more; 
where I ſhall never cry more, Why hideſt thou 


thy Face? I am going to that Chriſt I live to; 


yt very Heart longs for him, whoſe Preſence 
T chall e're long enjoy: You are but going out 


| of the lower Room into the upper; you are but 


going from the Church Militant below, to the 

urch Triumphant above; you are going up 
to tim that came down to you: That Li is 
fafeſt that Death cannot rob us of. O what a 
lamentable Outery will there be with many at 
their Death! There would be more Outeries 
wich Sinners than there are when Death comes, 
but that the Devil ſtupifies them, that they do 
not ery out till they are in Hell: But if Men 
were ſet on the Brink of Hell, and could fee the 
Miſery they are going to, Chriſt not being theirs, 


O what a dreadful Outery would there be] But 
now a Soul in Chriſt may challenge Death, O 


Death, where is thy Sting? O Graue, where is thy 
M6 Victory? 
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Viftory ? O Death, what has thou againſt me? 
Chriſt hath took away thy Sting. O you that 
have Chriſt your Life, how ſweet ſhould every 
Sermon be? How ſweet ſhould every Sabbath 
be? How ſweet ſhould every Word be? Me- 
thinks your Souls ſhould be bound up in Love, 
Grace, Glory, and the Comforts and Bleflings 
of the Covenant of Grace ; and when Death ap- 
proaches, you ſhould think of Chriſt's ſweet 
Words to you, Enter you into the Foy of your Lord. 
O what a joyful Day will the Day of Death be to 
a Believer ! | 

Secohdly, Death cannot. take away the Com- 
fort of a Believer's Company, We are ſorry to 
leave our Relations and Friends, and Company 
that we delight in here; but never was your 


Heart ſo taken up with Delight in the Saints, in 


the beſt Frame that ever you were in, to the 
thouſandth Part, to what you will be in Glory: 
But the Wicked will be robbed of the Comfort of 
their Company ; they will then curſe the Day 
that ever they ſaw each other's Face; but the 
Saints will meet all the glorious Saints, Patri- 
archs and Prophets: God is yours, Chriſt is 
yours, and you will come to a glorious Allem- 
bly ; the Company that you delighted in on 
Earth you will come to after Death, Feb. xi. 
22, 23. But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and un- 
to the City of the living God, the Heavenly Feru- 
ſalem; and to an innumerable Company of An- 
gels, to the General Aſſembly and Church of 
the firſt born, which are written in Heaven, and 
to God the Judge of all, and the Spirits of juſt 
Men made perfect. What a glorious Company 
ate theſe! O how many . glorious Suns will — 
fee. in one Day! The very firſt Moment " 
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enter into Glory what a glorious Sight will you 
ſee! O how will you admire that bleſſed Face 
that was ſpit on for you! O how will you ad- 
mire thoſe bleſſed Wounds in his Arms, Legs, 
Side and Heart, that was made for your Healing! 
Satan cannot rob you of your Company ; you 
loved the People of God on Earth, and you are 
going to them. So the Apoſtle comforts the 
Theſſalonians, that at the Death of their Rela- 
tions they ſhould not complain, 1 The. iv. 13, 14. 
But I would not have you to be ignorant, Brethren, 
concerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, 
even as others which have no Hope. For if we be- 
lieve that Feſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them 


30 which ſleep in Feſus, will God bring with him. 


not you fear, Death ſhall not rob you of your 
Company, Chriſt will bring them with him. For 
this we ſay unto you, by the Word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive, and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord, Death cannot rob you of your glorious 
Company, the glorious Saints that are gone to Hea- 
ven before, and they that remain behind. You 


' ſhall never loſe one Friend by Death. 


Thirdly, Death cannot rob the Believer of his 


Life, for his Life is hid with Chriſt. When 


Death comes they do but ſleep; that immortal 


Soul that God breathed into the Body that is 
now living, that goes immediately into immor- 
tal Glory: Death does but enlarge it, and fet 


it in that Place where it will never be confitied 
to a ſinful Body: The Saints will never cry out 


with David, Pſ. cii. 2. Hide not thy face from me 
in the day when I am in trouble: But the Time 
"will then come that all his Fetters will be 
knock'd off, and he will then indeed come to 


know that Life that he hath long wiſhed for: 
" 1 S0 
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So that Death cannot rob them of their Life, 
they do but fetch a Nap in the Grave, till 
Chriſt comes and calls for them, If we would 
live for ever, let us live Chriſt now; if we 
would not have Death kill us, let us kill Sin 
now, Rom. vi. 23. For the Wages of Sin is Death, 
but the Gift of God is eternal Life through Jeſu 
Chrift our Lord. So that there is eternal Life laid 
up in Chrift, Dying, it is but a going out of 
your dark Chambers here below, to that Glory 
above, where you will have no need of a Can- 
dle, or the Sun; for God and the Lamb are the 
Light of that Place: There the Saints ſhall ne- 
ver cry out, O my Heart, or, O my Head, but 
ſhall be taken up in the Arms of the Lord of 
Glory. When Chriſt appears, who is our Life, 
What then ? we ſhall appear with him in Glory, 
Col. iii. 3, 4. For ye are dead, and your Life it 
hid with Chriſt in God : When Chrift who is our 
Life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with 
him in Glory, The Saints, if they conſider, need 
not be ſo afraid at the Approach of Death, for 
it will be the real Happineſs of their Souls; for 
then you ſhall enjoy that perfect Communion and 
Bleſſedneſs that you long for here on this Side 
the Grave, We are willing to have Reſt, but 
are loath to go to bed ; we are willing to be re- 
leaſed of our Sins and Troubles, but we are un- 
willing to die, and we ſhall neyer be wholly 
freed from them till then. How lingring are 
we, as if our Deſires were, that Chriſt's Cha- 
xiot- wheels ſhould ftay a little longer | But ſure, 
were the Joy of this glorious Life more cleared 
up to us, we ſhould long to put off our Morta- 
lity, and to put on Immortality, 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, 
3, 4. You that have Chriſt for your Los - 
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very ſafe, Death ſhall rob you of nothing; for 
the Apoſtle faith, For him to live is Chriſt, and to 
die is Gain. Death does but take away that Clod 
that we carry about us, that we may ſee the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs more glorious, and enjoy him 
more perfectly in immortal Life and Glory. 
Death robs moſt, but ſhall not rob the Believer ; 

ou ſhall but make an Exchange of Heaven for 

arth, Glory for your Shame, Joy for Sorrow ; 
for your Crying and Weeping here, Praiſe and 
Hallelujahs above. 

Fourthly, Death ſhall not rob you of your 
Treaſure. Indeed the Damned live, but it is a 
miſerable Life, living Death in everlaſting 
Chains. When Death comes, the Treaſure of the 
Saint is perfectly enjoyed: What they had an 
Earneſt of before, now they have in Poſſeſſion; 
now they ſhall put on the glorious Robe, and the 
Royal — on their Heads; they ſhall put 
on the Crown of Glory and of Righteoufneſs; 
Henceforth is laid up for me a Cron of righte- 
ouſneſs., O what a laying up is here! When the 
Apoſtle was ready to be offered up, faith he, I am 
ready to be offered up, but I ſhall loſe nothing by 
it, for I cannot have my Crown till I die, 2 Tim. 
iv. 7, 8. I bave fought the good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith, hence- 
farth is laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Fudge fhall give me 
at that day; and not to me only, but unte all that 
love his appearing. I am ready to go, I do not 
repent my going, I know very well the Time of 
my Departure is at hand: But what then? Tho? 
it be, I have fought the good fight, I have kept the 
faith, I have lived Chriſt, I have made him the 
Hope of my Life, and now 1 ſhall receive my 
Crown: 
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Crown: I have been in Troubles and Trials, 
and in my Lord's Battles, but now I am going 
to receive a Crown of Righteouſneſs: Why ſo? 
Had Paul deſerved it by his Works? No; but 
as God is a righteous God, and had promiſed, 
Henceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Rigbteouſ 
neſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge 7220 give 
me at that Day; I ſhall have it, when I am of- 
fer'd up, when I am put to Death, and then 
ſhall I wear a Crown, an immortal Crown on 
my Head for ever : And this is not only for me, 
but for all that love his appearing ; they muſt 
needs love his appearing that have him for their 
Life. O the glorious Crowns that the Saints 
ſhall be crown'd with at that Day] a Crown of 
Life that never withers. Here our Comforts 
wither while we hold them in our Hand ; they 
wither like a beautiful Flower, in the Morning it 
holds up its Head, but by Evening it is wi- 
thered. A Crown of Glory that never fades 
away. O what Treaſures will the Saints have 
when Death comes, that have made Chriſt their 
Life! the Worldling will loſe his Treaſure, the 
Hypocrite will loſe fis Hope, he will never hope 
more, Job xxvii. 8. For what is the Hope of the Hy- 
pocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh a- 
way his Soul? Though he gained Applauſe of 
Men, he ſhall loſe it, Dan. xii. 3. And they that 
be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs as 
the Stars for ever and ever. What is the Hope of 
a Hypocrite, of a Chriſtleſs Soul, when he hath 
breathed his laſt, when his Soul ſits quivering 
on his Lips? Alas! I have made a Profeſſion of 
Religion, I thought I had fomething laid up, but 
all is loſt for ever. O that I ſhould hope in me, 
an 
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and now the End of my Hope is come, and 
not in the Salvation, but Damnation of my Soul! 
Though I have done many Things, and made a 
Clutter in the World, and eat and drank in 
Chriſt's Preſence, it is all in vain that I have 
hoped, my Strength and my Hope is periſhed for 
ever; and then all his Peace is loſt ; No Peace, 
faith my God to the Wicked. Then the Storm 
of Divine Vengeance will come and awaken the 
falſe Hope of the Hypocrite ; then the Worldling 
will loſe all his Riches, The young Man was 
ſorrowful to leave all and follow Chriſt, Per- 
ſons are afraid to do any thing for Religion, for 
fear of wanting, But whether the young Man 
will part with all to follow Chriſt or no, he muſt 
leave all at Death, Death does ſpoil them of all 


their Treaſure : But it is not ſo with the Saint. 


The poor Chriſtleſs Soul may ſay, when he con- 
ſiders his State, Whatever I have, e'er long it 
will be taken from me; if I have d up 
the World's Goods, and have not made. Chri 

my Life, I am like for ever to be wndone ; to uſe 
this World to God's Glory, will be our Mer- 
ey; but to over-love it, it will be our undo- 
ing; but Death to the Saint will be the Year of 
Jubile, they ſhall have double for all their Tri- 
als, Troubles and Sorrows ; when Death comes 
they ſhall have all reſtor'd to them ; whatever 
they have loſt for Chriſt, it will be Gain then; 
they have laid up for themſelves a good Foun- 
dation for Time to come, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19. Charge them that are rich in 
this World, that they be not high-minded, nor truſt 
in uncertain Riches, but in the living God, who giv- 
eth us richly all things to enjoy ; that they ds good, 
that they be rich in good Works, readꝭ to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate; laying up in /t ore for them 
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felves a good Foundation again the time to come, 
. they may lay hold on eternal Life. A good 
oundation againſt. the Time to come; the 
Saints have their Treaſure in Store when they go 
hence, Mat. vi. 20. Lay "pjor your ſelves Treaſure 
inHeaven, where neither Moth nor Ruft doth cor. 
rupt, and where Thieves do not break through nur 
Eon In Heaven there his Heart was, there his 
ope was, there his Deſire was, there his Long- 
* Fry and now he is come to die, his T reaſure 
is ſafe for him; then a Saint, while he lives, he 
need not fear Death, he lives a certain Life. 
_ . Secondly, He may live comfortably. 
_ Firſt, He may live certainly on Comforts, 1 
am Chriſt's, and I know nothing ſhall pluck me 
from Chriſt. I am perſuaded: What are yu 
perſuaded of, Paul? I am perſuaded that nii- 
ther Life nor Death, nor Angels, nor Principe 
lities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things 
fo come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, ſhall be able to 2 us from the 
Zeus of God, which is in Chrift Feſus aur Larl. 
May not ſome Temptation, ſome Corruption 
over-ſet you? No, ſaith he, they ſhall not; | 
ſhall. be a Conqueror through hriſt ; nothing 
ſhall ſeparate me from him; I am perſuaded 
Death Gall not: If I live, I live Chrift ; if I die, 
I ſhall live with Chriſt, Nor Angels? Good 
Angels will not, if they would they ſhould not; 
nor bad Angels ſhall not ; nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Things preſent ; Buffeting, Re- 
roaches, Scornings, Impriſonment, Sufferings; 
what if you go through all this, and are not ſe- 
parate from Chriſt? Yet is there not ſomething 
to come? Do you not fear Death and Judgment 
that will be a Terror to moſt of the Sons and 
WY R Daughter 
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Daughters of Men? Whatever comes I ftill am 
me from Chriſt, | Let mine Iniquities reach up 


2s high as Heaven, the Righteouſneſs of Chrift is 


till higher! Nor Depth: It- ſhall not fwallow 
a Believer up, he is held ſafe in the everlaſting 
Arms of infallible Grace and Mercy. What a 
certain Life does a Saint live, that is ſure never to 
be ſeparated from Chriſt ? Things preſent can- 
not do it, nor Things to come ſhall not. What 
a bleſſed Life, an happy Life, a ſafe Life is this ! 
O poor Chriffleſs Soul, how uncertain doſt thou 
live! You are not ſure of abiding here one Mo- 
ment. The World is like an Handful of Sand 
running through your Fingers, like the Air that 
you breathe in, that you cannot hold a Moment 
in your Fiſt. But the Believer hath a Certainty, 
he can aſſure himſelf he fhall never be poor and 
miſerable, nor deprived of true Happineſs, but 
ſhall be ſafe for ever in the Hands of Chriſt : As 
for this World, it is uncertain; how long we 
ſhall enjoy Life, Liberty, or any Mercy, we know 
not. But the beſt Counſel I can give you, is to 
get Chrift, and then' you will be ſafe: Things 
may have a good Aſpect one Day, and another 
Day as bad; but yet in Chrift you are ſafe for 
ever, in Life, in Death, and to all Eternity, 
Here you are certain of nothing ; Favour of Men, 
or high or low, rich or poor, is unconftant ; the 
Wheel turns in a Moment. But if you have 
Chriſt, you have a certain Life. O how come 
fortably may a Saint live in all Troubles and 
Changes whatſoever, that hath Chriſt for his Life, 
We uſe to ſay, It is an ill Wind blows no Body 


any Good. But I fay, let the Wind blow as ill 
as it will, it blows the Saint always Good; _ 
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the Soul may ſay, Let what will come I live 
well. We may compare a Saint that :is trou- 
bled for outward Things, to a Man that hath an 
Orchard full of Trees lader with Fruit, but be- 
cauſe the Wind hath blown off the Leaves, ſits 
down and weeps. If one ſhould ask, What do 
vou weep for? rea my Apple-tree Leaves are 
gone. Why you have your Apples, have you 
Fat ? Ves; then what a fooliſh Man are you to 
| wetp for a few Leaves, that might hinder both 
Sight and Ripening of your Fruit ? The Comforts 
of this World are but Leaves: Why! do you 
weep for the Leaves, while you have the Fruit? 
Glorious Promiſes, Glorious Peace, Glorious 
Pardon, Riches of Grace, Hope of Glory, and 
fet down to weep or be caſt down for the Loſs of 
a few worldly Comforts. And the Truth of it is, 
fo narrow are our Spirits, ſo unbelieving are out 
Hearts, that we many times weep for Loſſes here, 
as if we had no better Portion. What, weeping 
while the Boughs hang full of Fruit? What, 


, weep while your Souls have the glorious Promi - 


fes,” and. glorious Peace, and glorious Pardon, 
and a glonous Chriſt, and Hopes of Life Eternal 
through him ?. Will you weep for a few outward 
Loſſes and Crofles, : while your Souls are filled 
with Fruit? While your Souls are as Trees bring- 
ing forth Twins ? This is much to be lamented, 
that the Saints do thus mourn for.outward Com- 
forts ; let the Wind blow which Way it will, 


it cannot-take away your Life : You may eat of 


the Fruit of the Tree of Life in the midſt of Pa- 
radiſe, that you may leave your Drops below, 
and come to the full Fountains above. If a Man 
hath enough, he may afford to loſe a little. Saith 
the'Pſalmiſt, I have a goodly Heritage, the Lord 
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is my Portion, Pſal. xvi. 5, 6. The Lord is the 
Portion of mine Inheritance and of my Cup; thou 
maintaine/t my lot; the lines are fallen to me ina 
pleaſant place, yea, I have a Gans Heritage. 
While Chriſt is my Life, my Glory, my Por- 
tion, I have a goodly Portion: May be the 
Winds may ariſe, Storms of Afflictions, Storms 
of Trouble, the Lord knows what may be; but 
make ſure of Chriſt; let the Wind blow off the 
Leaves, it cannot take away the Fruit, The 
Church faith in Lem. iii. 24. The Lord was ber 
Portion, ſhe would hope in him. It is ſo, that a 
Believer's Life is bound up in Chriſt : There is a 
great deal of Difference between a Believer and 
another Man at Death. What are the 'Thoughts 
of a carnal Man at Death? What if they were 
known to the Standers-by 1 My Life is done, 
and my Miſery is come, O that I were to live 
in the World, and never die. But what is a 
Believer's Thought? O, faith he, that my Heart 
may be ſettled on Chriſt, that I may know Chrift 
to be my Life, and God mine, I would bleſs 
his Name for ever. There is a Difference be- 
tween a moral Man and a Believer : How is it? 
] have lived honeſtly, I have done no Body any 
Harm, God deal with me as I have done with 
others. Now a Believer will diſcourſe of Things 
in another manner; I have nothing in myſelf, I 
am Sin and ſinful, but Chriſt is my Life, there 
fore I deſire not to ſtand in one of my good 
Works in Judgment, but wrap up my ſelf whol- 
ly in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Come legal Man, 
one under the Law, O. I would pray more, faſt 
more, if I were to live longer. Thus he would 
do a great deal of Work in a little Time, not con- 
ſidering if he lives longer he carries the 2 
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Heart about him. But a Believer faith, If I am 
to live it ſhall be by Faith. I would believe more, 
know Chriſt more, I would live upon Chriſt more, 
and when I die I would die in him, and be found 
in him at the great Day. 


3. infer. Is it ſo that a Believer's Life is bound 


Hcy hriſt ? What boundleſs Love was this in 
God to poor Sinners, that he unboſoms himſelf 
to them, that he ſhould give Chriſt to be their 
Life! When they were carnal, wicked and ſin- 
ful, that then Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be revealed 
unto them; that the Lord ſhould . beſtow on 
dead Sinners ſuch a precious Life, who were 
op. Mature poor, dead, heavy Lumps. of Hell? 

hat infinite ſurpaſſing Love is this, that ſhould 
ive ſuch, a Life to raiſe up Lumps of Hell to 
eavenly Glory! Chriſt cloathed himſelf with 
human Fleſh and Blood, that ſo he might be- 
come an infinite Maſs and boundleſs Sga of vi- 
ſible ſpeaking, - breathing, weeping, bleeding, 
living, dying Grate: All the glorified Saints and 


Angels are but living Monuments, and ever- 
Ne Tenants of this Free Grace; this Grace of 


ſt perfumeth Heaven and Earth: All the 
Grace which God doth, or can put forth for the 
Salvation of Sinners, is laid up and exhibited 
by Chriſt ; he has broad and ſtrong Shoulder, 
Which can bear to Heaven the moſt heavy Lumys 
of Hell. There is more Force and Omnipotence 
in Chriſt's Infirmity and Sufferings, than in al 
the Strength and Efficacy of Men and Angels. 
There is more Life in Chriſt's Death, more 
Riches in his Poverty, more Victory in his 
hanging on the Croſs, than in all the World be- 
ſides; yea, Chriſt's very Sighs, Tears, Sweat, 
Stripes, and Faintings have a Sore- 
reign 
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reign Efficacy in them for the procuring and con- 
ferring Grace on his redeemed ones. Thence 
we receive of Chriſt's Fulneſs, Grace for 
Grace, Look as the Child receiveth from his 
Parent Limb for Limb, Member for Mem- 
ber; as the Sons of Adam receive all of his Ful- 
neſs, Sin for Sia, Luſt for Luſt, ſo Chriſt's re- 
generated ones receive of his Fulneſs, Grace for 
Grace ; there is not any Grace in the Heart of 
Chriſt, but his Members have an Impartment 
and Reſemblance thereof. Now this infinite Ple- 
nitude of Grace in Chriſt, which renders him { 
glorious, proceeds originally from the Election 
God the Father ; for all the Treaſures of Grace 
are originally lodged in the ſovereign good Plea- 
ſure or Heart of God the Father, who has or- 
dained Chriſt as Mediator, through whom all are 
to be conveyed to the Elect. This ought greatly 
to be remarked or heeded by the Friends of Chriſt, 
that albeit the Divine Eſſence and Sovereign Will 
of God be the original Fountain of all Grace, yet 
he has determined that not one Drop of this Grace 
ſhall be derived unto-Sinners, but through Chrift 
a Mediator, This is the great Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, the great Wonder of Heaven and Earth, 
- the bleffed God, who is the Fountain of all 

race, ſhould fo far conde- e 
ſcend to Sinners, as to aſſume 2 . 3 
human Nature, and to make God in l 
it a Receptacle and Vehicle oy” 
to convey all Grace unto them. 

4. Infer. Is Chriſt « Believer's Life, and ſuch 
a Life as hath been diſcourſed : How ſhould Be- 
levers be endeared to Jeſus Chriſt? What a 
thriving, py, bleſſed, glorious, ſurpaſſing Life 


do Believers live! It is natural to Perſons to wy 
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their Lives more than all Enjoy ments. What 
Coſt and Pains will Perſons be at to preſerve their 
natural Lives? But what are all the Lives that 
hath been ſince Adam to the End of the World, 
if compared with Chriſt, who is a Believer's Life? 
All their preſent and future Bleflings are bound up 
in this Life : What Cauſe hath every Believer to 
mourn, that they love Chriſt ſo little, that hath 
loved them ſo much ! His Love to them paſſeth 
Knowledge, the Depths of it can never be fa- 
thomed. With what Purpoſe of Heart ſhould e. 
very Believer cleave to Chriſt ! Chriſt loved with 
his whole, Heart, as it doth appear by what he 
hath ſuffered for his redeemed ones. Methinks ! 
ſhould hear a Believer ſay with Peter, Lord, thi 
28 love thee, It is much to be lament- 
ed, Chriſt hath many profeſſed Friends, but few 
real Lovers; as a learned Author ſaith, Multi 
culantur Chriſtum, pauci vero amant; Many ki 
Chriſt, but few love him. 
Many do as Orpha did to her Mother Naomi, 
kiſs and take their Leave. And many with Ju- 
das, kiſs and betray : But Oh with what an hear- 
ty and fervent Love ſhould every Believer love 
Chriſt! | 2 

5. Infer, Is Chriſt a Believer's Life? Then 
what Life ſhould there be in Believers Love to- 
wards each other] They that are bound up in the 
ſame Bundle of Life, ſhould be bound up in a 
Bundle of Love. How can. our Love be hid from 
them, in whom we ſee the Love of Chriſt ap- 
pear ? How can thoſe pretend to be made Par- 
takers of the Life of Chriſt, that are Strangers 
to the Love of Chriſt? Riyers of Waters ran 
down David's Eyes, becauſe Men kept not God's 
Law. Have we not Cauſe, in our Days to ſhed 
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a Flood of Tears, that Chriſtians break Chriſt's 
new Commandment, who hath commanded his 
Diſciples to love one another, There are many 
that pretend to be paſſed from Death to Life, 
but few there are that love the Brethren, Are 
not many ſo bound up in their own Opinion, as 
if their whole Salvation lay therein, laying ſuch 
Weight and Streſs thereon; as if none could be 
ſaved, but them that jump in with them in their 
Opinion, while it may be all the While they 
are groſly miſtaken? But if their Form and 
Way of Worſhip be right, they miſtake the 
Mark, that reſt there for Salvation. How do 
ſuch deſpiſe Perſons holier and ſounder in the 
Principles of Religion than themſelves ? and 
while they profeſs themſelves to be Chriftians 
of the higheſt Rank, they deny an Article of 
our Chriſtian Faith, that all that own them- 
ſelves Chriſtians profeſs to believe, viz. The 
Communion of Saints, denying Fellowſhip with 
them that have Fellowſhip with the Father, 
and his Son Chriſt Jeſus; ſuch as are bound 
up in ſmaller Things, as Tith of Mint, An- 
nis and Cummin, neglect the weightier Matters, 
Judgment, Mercy and Faith ; not but that it 
is good to be zealous for every Truth of Chriſt ; 
but not to let our Zeal run out more in the 
Form than the Power of Godlineſs, as the 
Phariſees of old did. Where Love is wanting, 
the Life and Power of Godlineſs is abſent from 
luch Perſons, If Love to the Brethren is a 
Mark of Grace, I believe many that account 
themſelveg very good Chriſtians fail of that 
Mark ; except none are their Brethren but thoſe 
of their own Opinion, then Papiſts and Qua- 
ters, and all ſuch Perſons that hold together in 
N a curſed 
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a curſed Unity to uphold damnable Hereſies, 
may be ſaid to love the Brethren, as well as 
ſuch ; for they love. not for Chriſt's Sake, nor 
as they bare the Image of God, but for Opi- 
nion's Sake, They that love the Brethren, 
that love ſuch as have the Lord Jeſus formed 
upon their Hearts, will love every Perſon chat 
is ſound in the Faith, and holy in Life, though 
he differ in Judgment in ſome outward Forms, 
Perſons being great in their 'own Eyes, makes 
them look ſo loftily upon their Brethren, as 
Luther faith of himſelf, Tantas eram ſanftus ut 
puriſſimus fuerim omnes fi potuiſſem occidere; I 
was fo great a Saint in my own Eſteem, that I 
was ready to ſlay all if I could; and this he did 
out of a blind Zeal. The Pride of Mens Hearts, 
together with their blind Zeal, cauſe Perſons to 
exalt themſelves, and firive to make the Doctrine 
and Life of others odious to the People, although 
they are ſuch as God has given his Urim and 
Thummim to, While Perſons are contending a- 
bout Words, and diſtracting their Hearers with 
Things that concern not their Salvation, and en- 
deavouring to beget a Prejudice in their Hearts a- 
gainſt godly Miniſters, they in the mean time 
neglect to preach down Hereſies and falſe Doc- 
trines, that ſtrike at the Principles of Faith, and 
Welfare of immortal Souls. Surely all thoſe that 
are begotten from the Dead unto a lively Hope by 
Jeſus Chriſt, will love all thoſe that are made 
Partakers of the ſame Life, and will not ceaſe 
daily to mourn for their Deficiency therein. 

6. Infer, Is Chriſt a Believer's Life, and ſuch 
a Life as you have heard ; then what a miſera- 


ble State is a Chriſtleſs Soul in! A State of Dark- 
neſs while they live, a State of Miſery when they 


die; 
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die; the Cup of Wrath without Mixture, eter- 
nal Miſery will be the Portion of the Wicked. 
Oh what a State of Blindneſs and Darkneſs do 
they live on Earth? And what a State of Miſery 
will they:be in the other World ? But you may 
ſay, How ſhall I know that Chriſt is mine? I 
{hall lay down a few Characters; but I ſhall 
- Firſt, Shew who they are that have not Chriſt 
for their Life. 2 2 5 $52 9 
\ Secondly, Who they are that have Chriſt for 
their Life. I ſhall begin with the Negative. 

Firſt, That Soul that was never - ſick unto 
Death for Chriſt, never yet had Chriſt for his 
Life ; that Soul that never ſaw himſelf undone 
without Chriſt, that Soul never made Chriſt his 
Life : Fhey that never groan under the Body of 
Sin and Death, that never cried out, Woe is me, 
I am undone, What ſhall I do to be ſaved; they 
are dead in Freſpaſſes and Sins: They that never 
ſaw the Sentence of Death in themſelves, never 
made Chriſt their Life, 2 Cor. i. 9. But we had 
the Sentence of Death in ourſelves, that we ſhould 
2 truſt in ourſelves, but in God which raiſeth the 

ead. f 

When a Soul comes to ſay, Alas, I have gone 
as far as I can, but I cannot get Peace nor Com- 
fort by all I do, therefore I muſt lie down and 
periſh if I have not Chriſt to be mine; I have 
nothing of my own to cover me, I ſhall be na- 
ked ; if I have not his Blood to waſh me, I ſhall 
die in my Sins, If you believe not in me, faith 
Chriſt, you ſhall die in your Sins. Better die on 
a Nunghill, better die in a Priſon, better die in a 
hery Furnace in Chriſt, than in a Palace out of 
him. But what Remedy ſhall there be to ſave 
us from our Sins? Why, Chriſt doth not ſet 
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them to work for Life, but to believe in him, 
who is the believing Sinner's Life, Let a Le- 
galiſt or Formaliſt, they that never were pained 
at the Heart with a Senſe of their undone State; 
they that have not Chriſt for their Life; what a 
deal of Difference is between a Believer and them, 
as much as there is between a Perſon that is ſick, 
and another that is dead : He that is dead, if he 
be laid on the Ground, there is all quiet, and lay 
a Weight on him he is quiet ; but go and lay your 
Ear at the ſick Man's Bed, and there is groaning 
and crying, O my Head, O my Heart! What 
is it you want? I want Breath, I want a Phyfi- 
cian, I want Life, We preach Chriſt to you 

r Sinners, what is the Reaſon you do not 
groan for this Chriſt? Why? You are dead in 
your Sins: you go away, and it may be ſome 
particular "Things we tell you of, you can re- 
peat them when you go home. Some particular 
Duties you perform, but are your Souls awaken- 
ed? Do you groan for Chriſt? Do you go home 
pained at the Heart? Was Chriſt ever your Life! 
Do you cry out, I am dead and undone without 
Chriſt be my Life? If you were ſick at Heart, 
and were pained for Chriſt, we ſhould hear of 
you: It may be you go to hear as your Fancy 
leads you, but not with a Senſe of your Wants. 
You fancy ſometimes this Man, ſametimes that 


Man, but were your Souls ever ſick for Chriſt? 


Did your Hearts ever break within you Did 
your Souls ever mourn in ſecret, Lord, give me 
a Chriſt ? I am afraid of this little Number, many 
that are dead, that Chriſt was never your Life. 
When Perſons are in a Swound, put Spirits or 2. 
ny thing into their Noſe they do not 
it; but when they come to themſelves, they 
out, 
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out, I am ſick, O give me ſomething. Saith 
our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, John v. 25. Verily, ve- | 
rily, I ſay unto you, the hour is coming, and now 
it, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of | 
Co; and they that hear ſhall live, When Chriſt | 
comes with an effectual Call by his Spirit to the 
Heart in his Word, it raiſes up the dead Man. 
If there be a whole Family dead, there is not 
one Groan heard; but if one that is alive be fick 
or in Pain, he fills the Place with Groans, Talk 
of any thing rather than Chriſt ; any Preaching 
is for ſome Men rather than Chriſt, that is Fool- | 
iſnneſs to fome: Ay, but Soul, whether thou [ 
wilt have Chriſt or no, we muſt preach Chriſt, 
and then we can give up our Account with Joy. 
It is the whole Work of a Miniſter to preach 
Chriſt; whatever Duties are ſpiritual, they all 
flow from Chriſt ; but where Chriſt is not dwell- | 
ing in the Soul, all they perform is dead and for- 
mal. Silent Profeſſor, quiet Profeſſor, quiet with 
outward Duties, with a Form of Religion, and q 
ſo reſt until you are undone. If once calls | 
you, and awakens you by the effectual Working 

of his Spirit, then your Souls will cry out, O give j 
me a-Chriſt! If I have not the Blood of Chriſt | 
I am undone ! If I have not the Righteouſneſs of ; 
Chriſt I am undone! If I have not the Spirit of i 
Chriſt I am none of his! And whoſe are you ö 
then? The Devils; Rom. vii. 9. Now if any 

Matbave not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of 
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ne bis. There is no middle State, you are the De- 
y vil's that are not Chriſt's; you are dead in Sin 
e. under Bondage, if you have not the Spirit of 
2 Chriſt: Be what you will, a Profeſſor, a Per- 
id fon in Communion, or out of Communion, be 
ry nich, or poor, a Perſon of Gifts, a Perſon that 
it} 3 N 3 Can 
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can hear, read and pray, if you | have-.rivt the 
Spirit, of Chriſt, you are none of his. When 


the dead Perſons were raiſed up by Chriſt, ſome- 
thing was called for them to eat. O, ſaith the 


Soul, when he is awakened by Grace, Give me 
a Chriſt or I periſh. - O that I had a Cordial of 
his Blood! J want his Blood, I want his Righte- 
ouſneſs, his Promiſes ; they ſhall. hear the Voice 
of the Son of God and live. 
It is called a Vivification. We are by. Nature 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, in our: Deliverance 
from them we are == to be quickened, *Eph.'v! 5. 
Though dead, we hear the Voice of. the Son of C 
and live, being made alive unto God 'through\Fe- 
ſus Chrift, Rom. vi. 11. Now no fuch Works can 
be wrought in us, but. ly an effeftual 'Communica- 
tion of a Principle . Spiritual Life, and nothing 
wil deliver us. Some-think to evade. the Power of 
this Argument, by ſaying, that all theſe Expreſ- 
ſions are metaphorical, and arguing from them are 
but fulſom Metaphors ; and it is well if the whole 
Goſpel be not a Metaphor to them : But if there be 


not an Impatency in us by Nature unte all Ad: of 


Spiritual Life, like: that which is in a dead Man 
unto the Att of Life natural, i there be not a like 
Power of God required unto our Deliverance from 
= their Condition, and they work in us a Principle 
of Spiritual Obedience, as it is 8 unto the 


raiſing of. him that is dead; they may as well 


ſay, that the Scripture ſpeaks not truly, as gat it 


ſpeaks metaphorically, and that the Almighty Power, 
the exceeding Greatneſs of God's. Power, that i 
put forth, are exerciſed herein, Eph. i. 18. Col. it. 
12, 13. 2 Theſſ. i. 11. 2 Pet. i. 3. And what di 
theſe Men intend by this quickening, this raiſing 
from the Dead by the Power of God'? A Perjua- 
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5 ord, and the Things contained in it. But 
was there ever heard of ſuch a monſtrous Expreſ- 
fron If there be nothing elſe in it, what could the 
Holy Writers intend, by calling ſuch a Work as 
this a 1 4 them ow were dead in * 

es and Sins thro the mighty 
jo of God, unleſs it were —4 Owen on de 

pirit, p. 279. 

by a Noiſe, and inſignificant ged. 8 
Words, to draw us off from a 
right Under landing of what is intended, and i it x ts 
wed tin trig mt of hat Mind. 
7 ou hear the of Chriſt continually in 
the U ord preached? But you muſt hear another 
Voice, or you are undone for ever. If the Voice 
of the Miniſtration of the Word, without the 
Power of the Spirit, would awaken Men, there 
would be fewer in Hell, and more in Heaven than 
there are. This is the external Means; but yet 
there muſt be the pouring out of the Spirit, or 
elſe this will do no good. 

And here I ſhall ſhew how the Spirit of God 
works on the Heart. 

Firſt, the Spirit of God works effectually, that 

is, the Voice of the Son of God. How long may 
= preach the Reſurrection of the Dead to a dead 
Man before he riſes? But that Reſurrection that 
is preached when Chriſt comes with the Sound 
of the Trumpet, and faith, Ye Dead ariſe; pre- 
ſently the Dead ariſe. We may come and ſound 
the Trumpet in the Ears of Sinners, but they 
will not hearken, till Chriſt come by -the effee- 


tual working of his Holy Spirit; then it works 
indeed, As xvi. 14. ſpeaking of Lydia, whoſe 


Heart the Lord opened, and then ſhe attended to 
the Things of the — of God. And a certain 
N 4 Woman 


our Minds by rational Motives taken from 
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Woman named Lydia, a Seller of Purple of the 
City T hyatira, which worſhipped God, heard us, 
whoſe Heart the Lord opened, that Se attended 
unto the T hings that were ſpoken of Paul, She at- 
tended as one whoſe Heart was opened, and was 
_—_ for Chriſt, and rejoiced to hear Chriſt preach- 
ed. 

Secondly, The Spirit of God comes and per- 
ſuades the Heart to cloſe with Chriſt. Saith a 
ſick Perſon, I am perſuaded if I could but have 
ſuch a Phyfician I ſhould be cured, healed of my 
Sickneſs : So poor Souls lie-complaining, but not 
in Deſpair ; they are ſick unto Death, but yet 
ſhall not die; they ſee themſelves loſt without 
Chriſt, yet ſhall not die for want of Chriſt : The 
Spirit perſuades them to embrace Chriſt, John vi. 
45. 1t is written, they ſhall be taught of . 
very Man therefore that hath heard and learn'd of 
the Father cometh unto me, It is written in the 
Prophet, they ſhall be all taught of God : Is this 
to leave off all Teaching? No, they ſhall be all 
taught of God: How? Why God ſhall teach 
them by the Power of his Spirit in the Word: 
And how then ? Every Man therefore that hath 
heard and learn'd of the Father cometh to me: 
God teacheth them by the Word, and the Spirit 
perſuadeth them there is Life in Chriſt: The 
Soul is perſuaded to cloſe with Chriſt ; for the 
Soul that is ſick for Chriſt ſhall never die. Saith 
Chriſt, He that believeth on me ball never die. 
But the ſick Sinner is perſuaded that Chriſt can 
heal him, and will heal him; he groans, but not 
in Deſpair ; he ſighs, but not as a Perſon that is 
out of Hopes, but does believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
will be his Salvation, and is his Life; he ſhall 
hear the Voice of the Son of God : The preach- 
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ing of the Word is the Means, but it muſt be the 
Spirit of God that muſt work and make it effec- 
tual ;- and then the Soul makes no Delay, no 

Conſideration of this or that, but cloſes with Je- 


ſus-Chrift, as a dying Perfon cloſes with a Medi- — 


eine that may cure him. 

Thirdly, The Voice of Chriſt is a Voice that 
engrafts elf with Power in the Heart. The 
Apoſtle faith, Fam. i. 21. Receive with Meekneſs 
the engr ed ord, which is able to ſave your 
Souls, They are perfuaded that Feſus Chriſt is 
their Life, the Promifes of Chrift are become 
theirs ; though they are ſick of Love to Chriſt, 
they ſhall not die for want of Chriſt. Ask Be- 
lievers what it is they want, they will tell you, 
they want more Strength from. Chriſt, more 


Knowledge of Chriſt, more Communion oe 


Chriſt : Now they that have not had theſe Sym 
toms of Life, lie yet in the Grave of Sin, and 
Worm of Conſcience feeds on them, and they 
feel it not: Millions feel not the Worm of Con- 
ſcience till they come to Hell. Saith Chriſt, F 
came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Re- 
pentance, The Whale » need no Ph —_—_ but they 
that are fick. The ſecond Character of ſuch that 
never made Chriſt their Life, are thoſe that never 
ſee themſelves poor and undone without Chrift. 
Thou ſayeſ thou art Rich, and increaſed in Goods, 


and haſt need of nothing, and knoweft not that thou. 


art wretched and 3 and poor, and bli 
and naked. Rev. iii. 17, What, without Chriſt, 
and not cry out, Thou art 3 
undone ! They that never EE d themſelves 
miſerable and or ney: yet without 
What, without Chriſt, and Len e 1 Wiar ate 
hath erich d yau ? Need of of 8 
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you well enough without Chriſt ? Thou ſayeſt, ] 
am increaſed : What, can you patch up, with any 
Duties, with any Hopes, with any thing below 
Chriſt? But, faith Chriſt, thou art poor, and 
wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and naked. 
34h. They never made Chriſt their Life, that ne- 
ver prized that glorious Goſpel that brings them 
Tidings of this Life. If a Man be ſick unto Death, 
as he thinks, bring him Tidings of Life, it is the 
beſt News he can hear of; bring him Tidings that 
his Will is made, his Eſtate is ſettled, very well, 
but how is it with you? I am a dead Man: O Sir, 
but I have brought one with me, that ſaith, he can 
certainly cure you: This is the beſt. News: faith 
he, that you have brought me : So is Jeſus Chriſt 
come to ſave poor Sinners, of whom I am the 
Chief, ſaith a poor Soul. This is a Saying worthy 
of all Acceptation. They that do not prize the 
Goſpel, and find it the ſweeteſt Thing in the 
World, yet have not Chriſt for their Life: There 
is that in Nature that Perſons muſt be doing ſome- 
thing, that they may obtain Bleſſedneſs. Thę 1/- 
raelites ſtript themſelves for to make them a God: 
So do formal Profeflors, they will be at much Coſt 
and Charge for an outward Profeſſion, and then fall 
down and adore their own Doing; but. to prize 
this Goſpel, that brings them News of a Re- 
deemer, it is very rare to find one among many. 
But now the Soul that longs for Chriſt, is ſick for 
Chriſt, rejoices to hear theſe glad Tidings. Saith 


Paul, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful Saying, and 


worthy all Acceptation, that Feſus Chriſt cums into 
the World to fave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. 
It is the beſt News that ever I heard; If the Gol 
pel is not joyful News to you, if it doth not affect 
you, you never had Chriſt, When a Soul, comes to 
cloſe with Chriſt, he faith, and is their op 
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for me, and did Chriſt die for me? And did 
Chriſt come to be Life for -me? O welcome 
News, the beſt that ever I heard 7 my JAG 
2 Tim. i. 10. But now is made manife jt by the ap 
pearing of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 2 


liſhed Death, and brought Life and Immortality to 


Light through the Goſpel. Life is brought through 
— Goſpel: What Life? Immortal Life, im- 
mortal Grace, immortal Salvation, to a poor 
undone Sinner. If this Goſpel is not prized, 
- but as a Thing indifferent, as many, make their 
Calling and Buſineſs their: main Lade but the 
Goſpel is a Thing they can beſt ſpare; Such never 


made e Chriſt their Life. In verſi 9, the Apoſtle 


faith, Chrift hath called us with an holy Calling, not 
according to our Works, but according to bis own 
Purpoſe and Grace, which was given us in Chrift 
before the World began: Who hath aboliſhed Death. 

The Death of immortal Souls under the Curſe of 
the Law and Wrath of God. Chriſt takes Death 
away :- And what hath he brought? -Life and 
Immortality to Light through the. Goſpel: Were 
you but ſenſible of the Worth of this "Life, how 
would you love the Wells of Salvation, from 
whence is drawn the Waters af Life? Love the 
Pot that holds the Manna that preſerves this 
Life? Love the Meſſenger that brings you Ty- 
dings, You ſhall live and not die? How would 
a condemned MalefaQor love. that Perſon that 
ſhould bring him a Pardon; yea, the Meſſenger 
that ſhould k bring him News of it? 80 it is with 
the condemned Sinner, the Sentence is paſs'd, 

he that believes not is damned. O what. Joy 
is it to hear of Salvation by Chriſt, - when the 
Sinner hath a Senſe of his Miſery ! This im- 
mortal Life comes through the Goſpel: Ro 
5 F ermon 


6 * 
— — —_—_— — 82 —— x —ů—— — — 


230 Chriſt a Chriſtian's Life. 
Sermon of Chriſt is preached, News from Hea- 
ven is brought to Sinners; and what News i; 
it? O, that there is Mercy and Pardon for poor 
Sinners! Saith the believing Soul, ſhall my Soul 
live? Is Chrift become my Salvation ? O what 
bleſſed Goſpel is this! What precious News is 
this! Now, Soul, do you look on the Goſpel as 
glad Tidings, and the Feet of them that bring 
1 beautiful? if not, be ſure Chriſt is not your 
ife. 

Fourthly, They never had Chriſt for their 
Life that live in themſelves, that center in them- 
ſelves, on themſelves, and not above themſelves 
As thus: Take a dead Man, and wrap him up 
in Silk and Silver, with the beſt Perfumes you 
can, it centers. all in Putrefaction, Rottenneſs 
and Death ; all the ſweet Smells and Perfumes 
will not keep him from Corruption. But take 2 
living Man, he lives on ſomething to preſerve 
Life: It would be improper to ſay a Man lives on 
nothing; a living Man muſt have ſomething to 
Fubſiſt with, A dead Sinner centers in himſelf, 
what Duty he performs he takes to be his Life. 
But a Soul in Chriſt lives on Chriſt, and not on 
his Performances, though he performs Duty. 80 
much for the Negative, now follows the Affirma- 
tive, What are the CharaQters of them that have 
Chriſt their Life. 

' Firft, if Chriſt is your Life, you will love the 
Word of God, and look upon it to be very pre- 
cious, that hath been the Means of begetting and 
nouriſhing this Life in you; As new born Babes de- 
fire the encore Milk of the Word, that you may grow 
thereby, 1 Pet. ii, 2. If you have taſted that the 
d is gracious, you will love the Food that the 

gives you. The Prodigal, 3. 
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ed home to his Father's Houſe, then he thought 
his Food precious. The Word of Chrift is that 
which is very precious to the Soul ; if you do not 
taſte that the Lord is gracious, you can never fall 
in love with Chriſt : There may be ſome Convic- 
tions under the Word, but they will wear off a- 
gain; there may be ſomething that may delight, 
but Souls that Chriſt is their Life, they come to 
reliſh the inward Sweetneſs and Power of the 
Word of Chriſt, if you have taſted that the Lord 
is gracious. | 
. Firſt, They will long for it. 
* Secondly, They will make it their Meat and 
Drink. ; | 
Firſt, they will long for it. If a Child be 
crying for the Breaſt, if you give it a Rattle, or 
any other Thing, it will not pleaſe it, or ſtil} it 
without the Breaſt : It is not any thing of this 


World, nor the Glory of it, will till a Be- 


liever without Chrift, Pſal. Ixxxiv. Ste how the 
Pſalmiſt praiſes the Courts of God, how lovel 
it is, On- Day in thy Courts is better than a theuſend, 
I had rather be a Door-heeper in the Houſe o 
God, than to dwell in the Tents of Wickednefs. 
Why would you be a Door-keeper in the 
Houſe of God ? Truly, there Beggars fare well : 
Hungry Souls would be firſt in, and laſt out; 
they would be ſerved more than once. Saith a 
longing Soul, I would not have a Word d 
before I come, that I may loſe — ; J wou 
would not 
have a Word drop, nor a Crumb fall, T would 
hear all that is ſpoken of Chriſt: How fweet is 
every Word of - Chriſt ! The Law of the Lord is 
perfett, converting the Soul. More are they to be 
difired than Gold, yea than much fine Gold; ſibceter 
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than the Honey or the Honey-comb, Pfal. xix. And 
ſaith Fob, I prize thy Word more than my neceſſary 
Ford. Soul, thou that longeſt for the Word of 
Chriſt, certainly thou art alive in Chriſt; ſurely 
thou that longeſt for the Food of Chriſt, liveſt 
on Chriſt, I believe there are many poor doubt- 
ing Souls among you, If you were asked, when 
you are an hungry, if you were invited to a 
great Feaſt, would you not leave that to go and 
hear Chriſt preached, would you not leave your 
Meal to hear Chriſt's precious Word? Saith Feb, 
Chap. xxiii. 12. I have efteemed the words of. bis 
mouth more than my neceſſaFy Food. Then if thy 
Soul longs for the Word of Grace, it is a Sign 
that your Souls are made alive by Chriſt. Who- 
ever can ſay of the Word of Chriſt, My Soul 
longs for it, I long for the Courts of God, I long 
for the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I long for 
the Pot of Manna, that I may taſte of the gol- 
den Manna; I long for the Day when Manna 
comes down from Heaven; if it is ſo, I ſay, from 
God's Word, though you may have many Caſt- 
ings down, your Souls are made alive by Chriſt, 
and he is become your Salvation, A Saint. makes 
Retigion his Meat and Drink, - It is one Thing 
to be waiting on God in an Ordinance, and a- 
nother Thing to make it your Meat and Drink. 
- An Hypocrite may perform many Things, and 
be. large in Duty, and yet not make it his Meat 
and Drink. John iv. 31, 32. His Diſciples prayed 
him, ſaying, Maſter, eat: But he ſaid unto them, 
T have Meat to eat that you know not of. Alas, his 
Meat was to do his Father's Will: The Word of 
Chriſt, his Ordinances-and- Duties are Meat and 
Drink to the Believer: I live a Life that you do 
not know of, I have Meat and Drink that 730 
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do not know | of, I live in doing my Father's 
Will, Saith a Belieyer, I live on Chrift: and 
his Word, and of all Mercies I enjoy, nothing ſo 
ſweet to me as Chriſt and his Word, who is bet- 
ter to me than all outward Mercies: If it be ſo 
with you, you may take Comfort in this, that 
Chriſt is become your Life; where the Word of 
Grace, and Means of Grace, is become as Meat 
and Drink to your Souls. n 1: 1:4. 0 
Secondly, A Soul that lives Chriſt, and hath 
made Chriſt his Life, he lives above the World: 
He may have ſome Fears and Doubts ; but it is 
the Deſire of a Saint to live above the Things of 
the World, If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, \ſeek 
thoſe things that are above, where Chrift fitteth an 
the right hand of God ; ſet your affettions on things 
above, and not on things on the Earth, Col. iii. 1, 2. 
When I was in my natural State, faith a Be- 
liever, when the World went well with me, I 
was mightily content; but now I am riſen with 
Chriſt, made alive with Chriſt, now my Heart 
is fet on ſeeking Things above; had I but Com- 
munion with Chriſt, could I but walk with 
Chriſt, live upon Chriſt, let the World go which 
way it will, though I have many Fears and Diſ- 
couragements,' when I have Communion with 
Chri/t,, my Heart is above them all. O my Soul, 
what a good Day it is when thou canſt enjoy 
Communion with Chrift/ The Believer lives a- 
bove: Tho' many times a Soul hath his gloomy 
Days in the World, when Fears ſurround his 
Faith, but he gets above it again. 
When they look above, where their Glory 
and Comfort is: Set your affettions on things a- 
love, and not an. things below, There is an Ex- 
hortation and Dehortation, Set your Mections 
* * an 
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on Things above, there is the Exhortation : And 
not on Things below, there is the Dehortation, 
Chriſtians are often forbid, That they. ſhould not 
Jove the World, and commanded poſſitively, that 
they ſhould ſet their Hearts on Things above, 
'Tho' a Believer is many times complaining, that 
his Heart is too much on this preſent World ; but, 
faith a Believer, I deſire my Heart may be above, 
O that it might never be below again!] O were 
it my Duty, I would wiſh to be always in the 
Houſe of God. Therefore when your Heart is 
carried up above the World, you have an Intereſt 
in a better Life than this is below. Las 

Thirdly, To perform Duty, and to live on 
Chriſt above all Duties, is another Character of 
one that makes Chriſt his Life. They are carri- 
ed up above Duty ; they pray, and yet live on 
Chriſt by Faith; they hear, yet live on Chriſt for 
Righteouſneſs, Paul was a Man prizing Duty, 
and loving Duty as much as any Saint ; preach- 
ing all Night, praying Night and Day, preach- 
ing in Seaſon and out of Seaſon ; he was much in 
praying and faſting, yet, faith he, I count all ny 
own Righteouſneſs but Dung and Dreſi without 
Chrift, It is rare Wiſdom to be a Student in the 
Knowledge of Chriſt. An exact walking Chriſtian, 
and yet to live above Duty upon Chriſt. For one 
to neglect Duty, and yet profeſs Chriſt, that is 
Deluſion : To profeſs Chriſt, and live upon any 
thing below Chriſt, is Confuſion ; but to walk 
circumſpetly in our Duty, and yet to ſive 2 
bove all upon Chriſt, is a Character of a true 
Reliever. | I 

Fourthly, If Chriſt is become your Life, you 
will be diligent under all Means of Grace, = 
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and pre- 
ſerved. The impotent Folks lay at the Pool of 
Betheſda, waiting for the moving of the Wa- 
ters ; if ever they had healing it muſt be there. 
A Soul muſt be diligent about Chriſt's Table, 
where Crumbs fall to feed their Souls, Lute v. 5. 
And Simon anflvering, ſaid unto him, Maſter, we 
have toiled all the Night and have taken nothing, 
nevertheleſs at thy Word I will let down the Net. 
A diligent Waiting at Wiſdom's Gate, a dilipent 


Hearkening when Chriſt will ſpeak Peace. We 


will hear what the Lord will ſpeak, are the Words 
of gracious Souls. . | 
Fifthly, They that have Chriſt their Life, 
Chriſt is very precious unto them. O how = 
cious is a Man's Life ! The Devil could tell , 
Behold, Skin for Shin, and all that a Man bath, 


will be give for his Life. A Man would give any 


thing for his Life ; ſo a Believer would give any 
thing for a Chriſt, The Devil appears before 
God, What, is Fob alive? Tho' he is robbed of 
all, thou haſt his Life; a Man will give 
all that he hath for his Life. Saith Paul, I count 


all but Dung and Drafſs that I may win Chrift ; 


convinced Sinners will do any thing for a Chriſt, 
part with any thing, that they might but know 
Chrift to be theirs, When a Man is ſet on by 
Thieves, faith he, Take all, ſo you fave my 


Life, Fob ii. 4. And Satan anſwered the Lord 


and ſaid, Skin for Shin, all that a Man hath 
will he give for his Life. If Fob had a thouſand + 
Treaſures, all that he had ſhould go for his Life. 
How. willingly doth the Mariner unlade his 
Ship, and all his rich Wares over-board, 
that he may preſerve that precious Jewel Bis 


Life? A Man will give Skin upon Skin, Gold 


upon 


\ 
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upon Gold, Treafure upon Treaſure, that he 

ave his owh Life, Let Life be at Stake, 

a Man will give all the Things he hath in 

the Worldi for it; and think he hath'a good Bar- 

_ Life is the moſt precious, the moſt excel. 
nt thing in Nature. ZHefter's Speech to the 

* in her Petition, imports, that all other 

dhe 

com 


ht Liberty not worth the asking for, 
with Liſe. Mr. Caril on Job. 


A Chriſtian values Chriſt! above all Things, 


Phil. iii. 7. What was Gain to me I count Loſs, 
that I may have Chriſt ; I count all but Dung and 
Dreſt for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt: 

For Chriſt. is precious, his Love is precious, his 
Offices precious, his Perſon precious, his Promiſes 
are precious. I would give all, ſo-that I might 

have Chriſt to be mine: When Chriſt is your 

Life, you will prize him above all. O let me have 

. Chriſt, know Chriſt, that is the Sum of my Life, 


- The Spouſe told the Daughters, He was the chief 


among ten 4 Did you ever ſee Chriſt pre- 
-Cious? Is his precious ? Do you long for his 
be 88 precius.. nh | | 
-- Fifthly, If Chriſt is your . Life, you will ſtudy 
- Chriſt more and more. Many we ſay, are their 
own Phyſicians, they will ſtudy. Phyſick, that 
they may be their own» Doctors, and know how 
to apply Medicines to themſelyes.: Thoſe Souls 
that know Chriſt to be their Life, they will ſtudy 
to know Chriſt more, that they may have a Re- 
medy for every Diſeaſe of their Souls ready at 
hand, and not be Strangers to that Grace and 
Mercy that helps in Time of Need. 102 


Righteouſneſs? 2 Pet. ii. 7. To them that believe 


* 


might have been born, but the Loſs of Life: 
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I ſhall now come to wind up with: a Word of 
Exhortation. Ts it ſo,” that the Life of a Believer 
is ſuch à glorious Life? O then you Chriſtteſs 
Souls, cry Day and Night till Chriſt is beconie 
your Life; it is a Life above all Lives; if once 
you come to live Chriſt, you will ſay with David. 
One Day in thy Courts is better. than a thouſand 
and I had rather be a Door-heeper in the Houſe of 
Ged, than to dwell in the Tents of Mictedueſi. I 
would rather enjoy one Moment's Time with 
Chriſt, than all the Pleaſures of the World: It is 
a Life above all Lives. The Happineſs of this 
World is mixt with Sorrow: You have your dead 
Flies in your ſweet Ointment : The beſt of your 
outward Mercies are mingled with Trials and 
Troubles, and Fears; and when you have Gain 
— are afraid of loſing it: When you have great 
ercies, you have great Care comes in with it: 
But to live Chriſt, it is a pure Life. It is faid of 
Wiſdom, All her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Paths f Peace. Now the 
Soul that lives on Chriſt, what a ſweet Life, what 
a- pure Life, what a glorious Life does he livel 


But, faith the Sinner, What ſhall I do? Ah, 


Sinner, Chriſt hath done all, that thou mayeſt have 
all given freely; for in thy doing thou mayeſt be 
undone, :- But what may you do to make Chriſt 
your Life? Nothing that we do can move God to 
give Chriſt: If we think we deſerve any thing at 
God's Hand for our Doings, it is the Way tobe 
undone: But though we cannot work for Liſe, 
we are taught to beg for Mercy; God will be 
enquired of for thoſe Things he freely gives. 
Firſt, Go to God, and begiof him to convince 
thee, of the Neceſſity of Chriſt: Go and tell the 
Lord what an undone and miſerable Wretch thou 
ny art; 
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art ; thou art poor and canſt not fee : Cry, Lord, 
1 am poor, I am blind and miſerable: 8 Lord, 
convince me what Need I have of Chriſt Jeſus! 
_—_——— to open thy Eyes to ſee the Worth 
Want of Chriſt, 
_ Secondly, Beg the Lord to awaken thy Soul to 
ſee how ſuitable Chriſt is to thy Soul: If the Lord 
would ſpeak from Heaven this Day, and ſay to an 
awakened Sinner, What wilt thou have, Sinner? 
Riches and Honours? Wilt thou have long Life? 
The Sinner awakened would anſwer, No, Lord, 
that is not ſuitable, give me thyſelf, or I am un- 
bo Oh how ſuitable is Chriſt to an undone 
hirdly, Beg God to perſuade thy Heart how 
y and Willing Chriſt is to entertain thee ; when 
all is done, you will fink under your Burden, if 
you do not —— the Willingneſs and Readineſs 
of Chriſt to receive you. Ah poor Sinner, thou 
canſt not long more for Life and Salvation, than 
Chriſt = to fave thee. All that the Father giv- 
eth me ſhall rome ro me, and him that cometh to ma 
F will in no wi oe caf out, John vi. 37. 
.' Fourthly, . What can you do Sinner ? Nothing 
to work in any way to purchaſe the Favour of 
God ; but this you may do, wait upon the Means 
of Grace, wait at Wiſdom's Gate: You. do not 
know, Sinner, how foon it may be your Call, 
how ſoon Chriſt may come, and you may hear j 
the Voice of che Son of God. T ho' a carnal, na- | 
tural Man can do nothing in matter of his Salva- 
tion, be may wait on God in the Way of his di. 
vine Appointments. 'Tho' Zaccheus was a carnal 
Publican, he could get up in the Sycamore-Tree 
to ſee Chriſt. A poor carnal Heart may come, 
oder and be at Wiſdom's Gate : Come, 


get 


c 


Chriſt a Chriſtian's Life. 239 
get into the Sycamore-T ree, and it may pleaſe the 
Lord to ſpeak a Word to thee this Day, or next 
Day, Salvation may come to thy Houſe, to thy 
Soul. May not we liken many Perſons that come- 
to hear the Goſpel, to Zaccheus's getting up the 
Tree to get a Sight of Chriſt ? They come to ſee 
and be ſeen, and think not what they ſhall meet- 
with; they never fee their Need of Chriſt, but 
Chriſt comes and calls the Soul, awakens it. Sin- 
ner, where art thou? Where art thou going, un- 
done Sinner? I will become thy Salvation, Lu 
xix. 3. Zaccheus had only a Mind to ſee Chriſt as 
other Perſons had; And he ſought to ſee 7 why 
he was, but could not, for he was low of Stature ; 
and he ran before, and climbed up into a Sycamore- 
Tree to 1 Chriſt. And when Jeſus came to the 
Place, he looked up and ſaw him. Chrift muſt look 
upon us firſt ; he ſaw a poor ignorant Man run- 
ning to ſee his Perſon, but not to believe in him 
for Salvation. Chriſt ſaid to him, Taccheus 
make baſte and come down, for to Day I muft abide 
at thy Houſe. Come to the Ordinances of God, at- 
tend there: Then, poor Sinner, thou art in the 
Way, tho' thou haſt no Intereſt in Chrift, nor ne- 
ver heardſt this Salvation founding in thy Soul, fs 
as to give thee Comfort, tho” thou art looking and 
beholding there, ſeeing and hearing out of Cuſtom, 
Jeſus faid unto him, Male hafte and come down; 
for to Day I muſt abid»at thy Houſe. Make haſte; 
if Chrift would give thy poor dark Soul a Call this 
Day, what haſte would you make to cloſe with 
Chriſt ? There would be no Deliberation. Zae- 
cheus delays not, but comes down preſently; and. 
the Lord may fpeak in a Word of Grace, Crater, 
This Day: I will take up my Abode in thy Heart 
for ever. O how good it is to be under the Means 
4 ; of 
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of Grace! . Tho! many come but to take a. Nap, 
as Biſhop Latimer ſaith, God may catch thee nap- 
7 Tbe Lord may ſpeak to thy Soul, This 

ay I will be thy Salvation. O what joyful News 


would it be to a poor dead carnal Sinner, if the 


Lord ; ſhould this Day ſpeak to thee, and ſay, 


Sinner, I am thy Salvation. And he came dotun, 
and received him joyfully ; he was the beſt Gueſt 
that ever he entertained. If you had ask'd Zac- 


cheus a little before, when he ſat at the Receipt of 
Cuſtom, whether he would have parted: with any 
thing for Chriſt, he would not have hearkened to 


Lord, the half of my Goeds I give the Poor, I will 


take Vengeance on my Iniquity ; and if I have 


taken any thing from any Man by falſe Accuſation, 
I reftore him fourfold, He came down and receiv- 
ed him goyfully ; Thou art welcome to me; if I 
had a thouſand! Worlds I could part with them all 


for Chriſt. Be ſure wait at Wiſdom's Gate, you 


may hear Chriſt's Voice, ſaying, I am become thy 
Salvation. rata milo pmol}, 
Fifthly, When you are waiting, O ſend up Cries, 
as the poor blind Men did when they heard that 
Chriſt was coming: You have heard Chriſt preach- 
ed this Day; can you bei ſtill, and not ſend up one 
Prayer and Cry to Chriſt, Lord, come into my 
1] 2. Will you go home with your cold Prayers, 
b Aſſections ; and ſhall Chriſt ſtand aloof 
off, and you ſtand afar from Chriſt, Mat. xx. 30. 
And behold two blind Men ſetting by the way fide, 
when they heard that Jeſus paſſed by,: cried out, 


Have Mercy on us, O Lord, thou: Son of 


ng, 
d, and the Multitude rebuked them. So a Soul 
may ſay, IL have a Multitude within me bids me 
hold my Peace 3 A Multitude of unbelieving 
10 | Thoughts 


vou; now all ſhall go for Chriſt, now, faith he, 
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Thoughts tell me it is too late for me to come to 
Chriſt; now I have a Multitude of Thoughts, 
Chriſt will not have Mercy on me; I have a 
Multitude of Temptations never to pray more; I. 
have a Multitude rebuking my Soul; but the 
more they rebuke me, the more I will cry to 
Chriſt; the more my unbelieving Heart cries, 
Chrift will not ſave thee, the more I will cry to 
Chriſt to ſave me ;- the more my Temptations 
bid me I, ſhould not pray, I will pray the more; 
when the Devil. tells me, it is vain to ſeek for 
Mercy, I will ſeek the more earneſtly. And they 
cried, Have Mercy on us; it was Mercy they 
wanted. Saith the Soul, Unbelief tells me Chriſt 
will not look on ſuch a Sinner as I am; and my 
Heart tells me, I am fo vile there is no Hope for 
me, but I will cry the more, Have Mercy, Lord, 
help me; I'll tell the Lord, I have Need of aChriſt; 
I muſt have him, or I am undone. The more 
Temptations beſet me, the more Unbelief beſets 
me, the more I will cry to Chriſt to remove it; 
the more I am tempted, the more I will pray, 
the more I will cry, the fafter I will cleave to 
Chriſt. Sinners, ſend up Cries to Heaven for 
Chriſt and Grace, that your Souls may live and 
not die. How would the Devil baffle poor igno- 
rant Souls out of att! He would baffle them out of 
Duties, Ordinances and Sabbaths: But a Believer 
will not be baffled by him ; and though the Devil, 
the World, and -his own Heart oppoſe him, he 
ſaith, I will make my*Prayer to the God of my 
Life, let them fay what they will, I will cry to 
Chriſt for Life. And O you that are Strangers 
to Chriſt, and are convinced of your undone Con- 
dition, beg of them that have an Intereſt in Chriſt 
to cry for you, O you that have Chriſt, —_— 
T 
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what a ſafe, a bleſſed, a comfortable Life you 
live. You that ate yet Strangers, what will you 
do when you come to die, if Chriſt is not your 


Life? | | 


' Therefore let me beg of you to ſet your Reſolu- 
tion to cry to the Lord, and reſolve that you 
will not be put off without Jeſus Chriſt, that you 


may not die in your Sins, and ſo periſh for ever; 


for the Wages of Sin is eternal Death, but the 
Gift of God is eternal Life through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Bleſſed be God for Feſus Chriſt, 


